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Message from the Director

Last year has been a time of struggle for Uttaran. My arrest and torture, on January 27,
2007, by the Joint Forces, and subsequent release, had put Uttaran in a test. But it was a
test for the whole nation; 11 was a tnal of its polhitical system, democratic tradition and
practice. Declaration of Emergency Rules in January 2007 suspended fundamental civil
nghts of citizens. Bangladesh has a long history of struggle for freedom, democracy and
justice. [ am confident that this nation will overcome the crisis; democracy and rule of
law will triumph again,

It 13 my personal pleasure that Uttaran has successfully overcome the crisiz and, once
again, showed that it has matured as an organization over the years. I am happy that my
colleagues remained on course and never for moment deviated from their mission.
Uttaran continued to work for the development and well being of commumties in
southwest region.

I am overwhelmed by their trust in me by reinstating me as the Director of Uttaran. Their
confidence 1s inspiring for me. 1 wonld like to take thiz opportumty to thank the
commumties and colleagues, fnends and partners, national and international, for
extending solidanty, for showing resilience and spint of struggle 1n a difficult ime, for
standing by Uttaran. Your cooperaton and solidanty i1s essential for the smooth
implementation of Uttaran's mission. A special mention 15 due to Dr. Kamal Hossain,
Barnster Sara Hossain, Ex justice Nizamul Hug Nasim and advocate Firoz Ahmed.
Thank 1s an word not enough to describe the support you extended to me.

Uttaran, for decades, has been working to ensure marginal peoples access to land rights,
defending human rights, reducing the risk of disaster. Development 1z nothing without
education grounded mn the history and tradition of the nation. Over the vears we have
learned that stewardship of environment is integral to development, Uttaran’s work on
community based river basin management and adapting to climate change 15 embedded
to such learming.

It1s a long journey, we have a long way to go. [ hope you will continue to be with us, We
hope that coming months will heralds a new beginming for Bangladesh, we are confident
that democracy will prevail, emergency rule will be withdrawn, elected government will
takeover. People in Bangladesh are not amnesiac to political participation. People in this
nation have always shown their rezihience 1in times of ¢nsis and transition, We believe
that the spirit of people will be reconfirmed. We will overcome the insecurities, injustice
and turmoil. We will collectively build our own future.

et bos

Shahidul Islam
Directonr
e



Rights, Justice and Integrity

2006-07 has been one of the most challenging one in the history of Uttaran. On January 27,
2007, at about 10.30 am the Joint Forces arrested Mr Shaludul Islam, Director of Uttaran from
the Uttaran Training Centre in Tala under Emergency Powers Rules and took lum to the local
Army Camp, where he was then allegedly physically tortured without any specific reason. He
was neither told why he was being taken into custody, other than to speak to the Army Officer
i charge of the area. He was neither given opportunity to inform a lawyer nor family member
of his arrest. Eyewitnesses present on the field outside the Camp reported hearing his screams
from mside the bulding, and also noted that when he was taken out of the building at about 2 30
pm he was limping, and hus nght foot appeared broken. At about 3.00 pm, the Joint Forces
handed over Mr. Islam to Tala Police Station; at that time he could not walk himself as toes of
his foot were broken. On January 28, Mr. Islam was taken to Satkhira Jail, where he was served
with an order of preventive detention, 1ssued by the District Magistrate, which contained a
number of vague and unspecified allegations of his intending or being likely to commit
‘prejudicial acts”. Mr. Islam was moved to Satkhira Sadar Hospital on 29 January, 2007 where
he remained under police guard.

Shalidul Islam’s brother challenged this detention by filling a habeas corpus petition. On
January 31, 2007, the High Court asked the Government and other concerned parties to show
cause within 14 days as to why Shaludul Islam should not be brought betore the Court so that 1t
may satisty itself that he is not being held in custody illegally or improperly. Before the matter
could be heard, the detention order expired on February 28, 2007 and later he was given four
separate cnminal cases. After lus arrest, Mr, Islam was allegedly tortured and s foot was
broken, While the detention order was operative he was not allowed access to hus lawvers. Mr.
[slam enjoys the respect of goodwill of many individuals and organizations across the country
and abroad for lus contnbutions to the alleviation of poverty and to empowerment of the
dizadvantaged and marginalized sections of society,

Representations to the Govemnment seeking the release of Shaludul Islam have been submitted
by local people in Satkhira, prominent civil society activists, national and international
organizations, and by vanous diplomatic missions as follows:

+  Eminent ciizens of Bangladesh submitied a memorandum to the Clief Advisor and
Law Advisor for early release of Mr. Shahidul [slam.

v International organizations such as the NGO Forum on the ADB, The Observatory for
the Protection of Human Rights Defenders, the ICRC, Oxfam GB, ActionAid
Bangladesh, ICCO, The Netherlands, Misereor Germany, Both Ends, Food for the
Hungry International, Fian Germany, EDM Switzerland, Frontline [reland, and Trocaire
Ireland sent appeals to the Government of Bangladesh.

v Diplomatic missions such as the US Embassy, The Netherlands Embassy, Embassy of
Japan and Embassy of Switzerland raised concemns in this regard.

v Two representatives from Amnesty International met with Uttaran representatives,
v Just after the inaident, European Commission organized an emergency meeting with
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representatives of Uttaran. Representatives from the Canadian High Commission and
The Asia Foundation were present at the meeting.

v" National orgamzations such as Ain o Shalish Kendra, BRAC, the Federation of NGOs
in Bangladesh (FNB), Manusher Jonno Foundation, Nijera Kon, Proshika, PRIP Trust
also came forward to support Uttaran.

¥ The Federation of NGOs in Bangladesh (FNB) representatives met with the Law
Advisor and raised Mr Islam’s 1ssue.

Shahidul Islam was granted bail for this case from the High Court on 14 Aungust( 2007. After
getting bail of this case, he 1z released from Satkhira prison on 21 August 2007,

Uttaran Annual Report 2006-07 05




One of the article published in newspapers demanding release of Shahidul Islam
The Case of Uttaran's Shahidul Islam
Khademul Islam, The Daily Star, April &, 2007.

The court building and its premises in Satkhira are something out of Upamanya Chatterjee's
novel English, Angust: peeling paint and bustling tea stalls, typists, petitioners, families with
children, and adda-loving lawvers swirling amid the frayed hum of a hundred separate
conversations. In a small ground floor office our group settles down with the local lawyers to
review the ountlines of the case.

It isn't pretty, We, Sara Hossain as part of the legal defense team and [ from The Daily Star, have
come to Satkhira to attend the bail hearing of Shahidul Islam. He 1s the founding head of
Uttaran, an NGO in Satkhira that has been involved with water-logging, flooding, and
landlessness 1ssues.

The southwest coastland of Bangladesh is a mare's nest of conflicting interests and deadly
pohitical nvalnes. Shomp farms, many of them set up by powerful business-cum-political
interests, have uprooted families and mncreased landlessness, bringing in their wake social
instability and heavy-handed attempts by the state al restoring order. The area 1s wracked by
vartous factions of the Sarbahara party/ies mvolved in political brigandage. MP nomination
struggles for the two main parties had given nse to bitter, long-standing nvalres, muscle
politics, and violence.

It 18 in this context that Uttaran has been conducting its advocacy programs and services,
distnnbuting khas land to the landless in close co-operation with the relevant government
agencies, at first opposing but eventually partnering with the Asian Development Bank to revise
mega-project plans in order to prevent further water-logging and homestead uprooting, and
providing food and sueccor to flood victims. Most importantly, 1t works to give hope to the
luckless.

By virtue of working in this volatile nexus of business, land politics, political power and radical
re-organization of social/economic power, Uttaran, and by extension Shahidul Islam, has
altracted unwelcome attention over the yvears. Starting as a village school, Uttaran has grown
size and reach, making 1t a player in the social and economic life of the community and an object
of envy. A price was put on Shahidul Islam’s head by the sarbaharas, extortion and toll demands
by mastans became almost a way of life, house confinement for long periods necessary and
police protection needed and provided. Vanous innuendoes in bazaar talk and newspapers
controlled by vested land interests/groups were made in attempts to link him to murder cases, or
e lus orgamzation to pohitical radical movements. But Shahidul Islam carned on with his work.

Which came to an abrupt stop when on January 27 he was picked up in the moming from the
Uttaran Training Center in Mobarakpur village, Tala Upazila by army personnel, taken to Tala
Government B Dey High School where an army camp had been set up under the charge of a
major, blind-folded, his hands tied belund his back, allegedly shoved into a toilet and beaten
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brutally. People gathered outzide the school gates could hear his screams. There was no official
case against him at that time. Then two doctors called in hastily provided medical assistance and
probably saved his life. He was then handed over to the police thana.

On January 28 the local authorities ordered him detained for one month under the Special
Powers Act on the ground that he was likely to commit a "prejudicial act” by disrupting the
maintenance of law and order and causing harm to the economi¢ and financial interests of the
state. Shalhudul Islam was transferred to the medical unit of the distnict jaill. He was later
transferred to Satkhira Sadar Hospital on January 29 when his condition worsened. Two days
later he was taken back to the district jail. He 15 still there, in the medical section,

Shahidul Islam's case aroused widespread concern and attendant media coverage. We at The
Daily Star have been publishing news items relating to him since January 28. Both national and
international NGOs rallied to his support. Prominent civil society members and intellectuals
signed a petition protesting the wnecident. International and national hwman nghis groups,
associations and orgamzatons have made their deep concern evident. This combined pressure
resulted, to the army's eternal credit, in an internal investigation by the army into the tragedy, at
the end of which neither Shahidul Islam or Uttaran were charged with any offences. There are
no arms hidden beneath its buildings, there are no underhand financial dealings, there are no
links with radicals.

The outcome of this clean bill of health resulted in a small mercy: the onginal detention order
was not extended. Shahidul Islam, in theory, at the end of his detention period was free to go --
true, with a plaster cast on his foot, but free to go, But, in a cymcally-used pattern of extended
prisoner incarceration that human nghts advocates in Bangladesh have become dismally
familiar with, an old murder case involving an ex-BNP bigwig was resurrected and Shahidul
was forthwith charged by the local police with involvement in it. Shahidul Islam was now being
subjected to a different turn of the screw.

It was for the bail hearing of this case that Sara Hossain had joined other lawyers {prominent
among whom were Firoz Ahmed -- "Firoz Bhai" to us all -- from Khulna, a long-time activist
m the field of human rights, and Shah Alam, the secretary of the Satklura Bar Association) in
Satkhira Sessions Court on March 11. It was evadent that interested parties who had framed the
initial incident were still pulling the strings at the local admimistration level. Thig became
further evident when, on the way to court on the mormng of March 11, we learnt that, pechaps
anticipating that Shaludul Islam might be freed on bal. vet another case had been lodged
against him. The practical result of being cleared by the army's own investigation, of the
expression of civil society concern, has effectively been zero.

Bail, despite the elogquent pleas from the gathered defense lawvyers, was denied by the
magistrate. At this point the team decided to obtain the required order from the ADM and meet
Shahidul Islam at the district jal. It 1s, tronically, a prefty jail, with red brick bwildings,
flowerbeds and swept courtyards, The jail supenintendent proved to be an impeccable blend of
official responsibility and personal courtesy, The order arrived and the team finally found itself
face to face with him. Reportedly Shahidul Islam was younger than expected. Speaking Bengali
with the distinctive Jessore accent, he was very much the picture of the idealist snared by
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machinations beyond his understanding. In the morming we had driven past the school building
with students playing on the field that had been Uttaran’s start. Beside it had been the college
that Shahidul Islam had funded with the Ashoka Fellowship grant he had been awarded for hus
services to the poor and the distressed. And here he was now before the assembled group, pale,
stressed. a man visibly traumatized by his experience. To hig fellow Uttaran members he said,
carry on, it's in your hands now, judge for yourselves and take the decisions yourselves. His
lawyers talked with him. Finally, in a reversal of roles they offered lum hope and told ham that
good people, in Satkhira, Dhaka and the larger world, were on his side. Then they walked out of
the prison gates silently, heads bowed.

In the current regime of necessanly sweeping powers and detention laws this case perhaps
represents an aberration. This 15 one that fell through the cracks. However, even one such case
1¢ one cage too many. One mindless act of violence has paralyzed a fine institution and wrecked

tens of lives. The Chief Advisor Dr. Fakhruddin Ahmed has spoken about the need for
controlling market prices and to refrain from razing slums so that the poor are not doubly
vigtimized. The poor, he has declared in no uncertain terms, must not be harmed.

Shahidul Islam and Uttaran are nothing if not the friends and advocates of the poor and the
marginalized, of the landless and the distressed. He 1s still in jail, with the Damocles Sword of
two trumped-up cases and attendant police remand’s hanging over lum. It would not only be
pro-poor-people policy in action to initiate measures 10 save him from further torment, but also
an affirmation that the powers that be are indeed sensitive to the potential problems that lie
before us on the rocky road to becoming the nation we want to be.
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Justice denied to NGO leader Mr. Shadhidul Islam of Satkhira after his

arbitrary arrest, torture, detention and the fabrication of charges

Human Rights Report - 2007, Asian Human Rights Commission (AHRC)

At around 11:00 am on 27 January 2007 two army personnel, one warrant officer (WO) Mr. Amir
Hossain and one army constable, came ona motorcycle tothe UTTARAN Training Center based in
Mobarakpur village, Tala upazilla (sub district), Satklura district, angladesh. At around 11:25 am,
the warrant officer Mr. Amir told Mr. Shahidul that Major Mehedi Hasan of the Tala army camp
would like to talk to him. The officer did not inform Mr. Shahidul that he would be arrested and did
not produce any arrest warrant or other valid documents. Within five minutes, an army van full of
army personnel ammived al the UTTARAN training center and told Mr. Shaludul to go with them to
the Tala Army Camp, which was temporarily established in the Govemnment B Dey High School in
Tala town.

Mr. Shahidul was put into the atmy van and taken before Major Mr. Mehedi Hasan of the army
camp. The military officers then staried interrogating Mr. Shaludul, while accusing him of
depositing black market money and asked him to reveal its sources. They also accused him of
involvement in terrorism activities and underground politics.

Meanwhile, a relative of Mr. Shaludul (the name 15 withheld for secunity reasons) was mformed
about Mr. Shaludul's arrest and went to the army camp within 40 mimutes after the arrest was made.
However, the army personnel did not allow him to meet either Mr. Shahidul or Major Mehedi Hasan
and simply assured him that Mr. Shahidul would never be tontured in army custody and that they
would hand over him to the Tala police when the interrogation is finished.

No sooner had the relative left the army camp, a group of soldiers, namely Mr. Gopal, Mr1. Mizan,
Mr. Newaz, Mr. Didar and Mr. Shakil blindfolded Mr. Shahidul, tied his arms and took him to a
toilet in the army camp, where Mr. Shahidul was severely assaulted with hockey sticks on his legs
and back. It was alleged that different groups of soldiers assaulted Mr. Shahidul in turn in several
phases.

Due to brutal torture, Mr. Shahidul was severely injured. At around 2:15 pm, the army then called
Dr. Hedayetul Islam, the Upazilla Health and Family Planning Officer of Tala town to the army
camp to treat Mr. Shahidul. Eyewitnesses reported that Dr. Hedayet's behaviour was very unusual
when he returned to the hospital from the army camp and he shouted at his colleagues not to go to
the camp when they received any phone calls from the army,

According to local people, including journalists and Mr. Shahidul's relatives, who were present
about 50 meters away from the army camp premises (the school campus), heard the cries of Mr.
Shalidul and immediately the army personnel chased them away from the campus,

At around 3:00 pm, Mr. Shahidul was camied by four army men before Major Mehedi Hasan, who
simply ordered them to hand him over Lo the Tala police. Four army men then carried Mr. Shadidul
by the arms and handed over him to the Tara police at around 3:30pm.

According to evewitnesses, Mr, Shahidul could not walk due to his injuries and his eves were
blindfolded and arms tied when he was taken to the police station. Inspector Mr. Md. Abdur Razzak,
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the Officer-in-Charge (OC) of the Tala police station, did not agree to take Mr, Shahidul because he
has received no complaints and charges against him. He was also concemed with the victim’s
severe physical condition. At this point the ammy men got ngry and called doctors from the Upazilla
Health Complex, which is the only public hospital in the town

The Resident Medical Officer (EMO) Dr. Zahirul Hassan and Medical Officer Dr. Humayan Kabir
Apu of the Upazilla Health Complex rushed to the Tala police station to treat Mr. Shahidul. who
was lying on the floor and not able to move and speak due to severe pain. When the doctors and the
police tried to raise him to a sitting position, Mr. Shahidul fell unconscious. There were multiple red
and black bruises all over him body, especially, on the lower limbs, back of the chest and abdomen
as a result of beating with blunt weapons. Further, both sides of lus feet were dark due to beating
with blunt weapons,

On the evening of Jammary 27, Mr. Shahidul was sent to the Satkhira District Jail withowt being,
produced before any court of the country, which is in a clear violation of law. The

The state of human nghts in eleven Asian nations in 2007 - Bangladesh ASIAN HUMAN RIGHTS
COMMISSION prison authonty then sent ham to the medical umt of the jail. On the following
moming on January 28, the jail authority transferred Mr. Shahidul to the Satkhira Sadar Hospital
due to his deteriorating condition. The X-ray report at the hospital showed fractures in the second
and fifth toes of his right foot. A medical source informs that Mr. Shaludul's blood pressure status
was, then, 90/60, which was normally 150/90 before his amrest, according to his relatives. Mr.
Shahidul is now in police custody at the hospital, while being handcuffed at the hospital bed.

The Deputy Commissioner ex officio District Magistrate, Mr. Md. Kefavet Ullah, later issued an
order sheet dated on 27 January 2007 (the date was changed from January 28 to anuary 27 on the
certificated copy of the order sheet that Mr. Shahidul's lawyers received), that Mr. Shahidul
received 30-day detention order under the Special Powers Act-1974. This Act 1s one of the country's
laws being abused for arbitrary detention of the amrested without any judicial review in the cument
situation of the State of Emergency in the country. Mr. Shahidul has never been produced before
any comrt since his arrest on Jannary 27, It is a clear violation of Axticle 33 of the Constitution of
Bangladesh and Section 61 of the Code of Criminal Procedure of Bangladesh.

A case of false implication in a murder by the army:

It is reported that in order to cover up the illegal arrest and detention of Mr. Shahidul, the army
allegedly pressured the Magistrate's Cogmizance Count-Ga Area of Satkhira district to show that Mr,
Shahidul was arrested relating to one murder case. This murder case 1s bearing case number 3 dated
(15/05/2004 at the Tala police station relating to the assassination of the Chairperson of the Tala umit
of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP). Mr. A B M Altaf Hossain on 4 May 2004,

According to the information received, Mr. Badrul Alam, Joint Secretary of Satkhira district umt of
the BNP, was amrested by the joint forces from Mr, Abdul Latif's house in Khajra village under the
Ashashum police station of Satklura district on 30 January 2007, Since the amrest, Mr, Badrnl was
kept in muilitary custody. while he was allegedly beaten and ntimidated to be killed in pre-planed
“crossfire”, unless he gives a false statement accusing Mr. Shahidul of involving in Mr, Altaf's
murder. Mr. Badml finally gave the false statement against Mr. Shahidul feaning for his life,

It 15 alleged that at around 2:00am on 2 February 2007, the army handed over Mr. Badnil to
Inspector Mr. Haripado Bishwas of the Criminal Investigation Department {CID} of Satkhira
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district. Although this is not the office hours, the army officers also contacted First Class Magistrate
Mr, Saidur Rahman to come Lo the court and record Mr. Badrul's "confessional statement” under
section 164 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, The magistrate then came to his office room of the
Deputy Commissioner cum Magistrate's Court building at around early hours at 2:00am and
recorded Badrul's statement by 3:45pm,

According to the magistrate court's administrators, on February 6, Mr. Shaludul was "shown arrest”
in the Altaf murder case with an order signed by a magistrate of the Magistrate's Cogmzance
Court-Ga Area, which was issued based on "confessional statement” of Mr. Badrul. The decision of
"shown arrest” of Mr. Shahidul was only disclosed on February 7 but strangely the count order's
signed date is Febmary 6 (the paper carries the wrong date of 16-2-2007 by mistake).

However, interestingly, on February 2. the Investigation Officer (IO of the said murder case, CID
Inspector Mr, Hanpado Bishwas, submilted a remand prayer, which 1s also signed on 6 February
2007, in advance before a magistrate seeking 7-day police remand of Mr. Shahidul for an inquiry.
It should be noted that based on the court arrest order dated 6 ebruary 2007, Mr. Shahidul was not
under wirest relating W Uw said murder case Ull Febiwary 6. According to the legal pocedure, tie
police can only apply for taking Mr. Shahidul in their remand afier February 6 because the court
order document shows that the magistrate signed the arrest order on Febmary 6.

The certificated copy of the court documents shows that on February 6 the magistrate signed on
both the papers: the custody warrant (shown arrest) order sheet and the emand prayer of the police
both dated on 6 Febmary 2007. However, we suspect that the magistrate might have signed on both
papers on February 2.

Meanwhile, Lhe hearing on the remand praver officially held at the Magistrate Cognizance Count-Ga
Area on February 7 and the magistrate later decided to hear the police's remand prayer after Mr.
Shahidul's 30-day detention is over. Mr. Shalidul was not produced before court at this time.

The irregularities of the court documents and unusual pohice action are extremely confusing. While
the custody warrant of Mr. Shahidul shows that the magistrate signed the order on February 6 {or
163 but the police unusually moved Mr. Shalidul’s remand prayer on February 2, four days before
Mr. Shahidul was under amrest in this murder case. This has been a proof of distortion of the truth
and fabrication. This, together with the unlawful and unusual actions of the magistrate and the
police clearly indicates that all these things were set up and coordinated by the army to justify their
illegal amrest and detention of Mr. Shahidul,

On February 8, Mr, Shalndul's lawyer Advocate Mr. M Shah Alam lodged a petition seeking bail
for the victim before the Magistrate's Cognizance Court-Ga Area of Satkhira, However, the Second
Class Magistrate Mr. Zahid Hassan rejected the bail praver. The lawyers then filed a Criminal Miss
case (case no. 126/2007) with the Session Judge's Court of Satkhira on 14 February 2007. The next
hearing for bail application is fixed for 6 March 2007,

Meanwhile, the Magistrate Court refused to supply the certified copy of Mr. Badrul's statement to
Mr. Shalidul's lawyers. Advocate Mr. M Shah Alam, the General Secretary of the Satkhira Distnict
Bar Association, applied three times separately on February 7, 8 and 11 seeking the certified copies
of the First Information Repont (FIR ) of the murder case that Mr. Shahidul was implicated with, the
copy of Mr. Badml Alam's statement, the copy of the shown amest” order and the copy of the
remand prayer by the 1O of the 21
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The state of human rights in eleven Asian nations in 2007 — Bangladesh ASIAN HUMAN RIGHT S
COMMISSION murder case. On February 11, Third Class Magistrate of Satkhira Magistrate Court
Record Section, Mr. Manjurul Islam, approved all the papers to be provided to the lawyers except
the copy of Mr. Badml's statement and the lawvers received those copies on February 13.

Mr. Shahidul's relatives claim that the deceased Mr. Altaf's family alleges that the former Member
of Parliament elected from Satkhira-1 constituency, Mr, Habibul Islam Habib, was directly
imnvolved inthe Killing of Mr. Altaf, In fact, Mr. Altaf's family openly claimed this allegation in their
written statements in two press conferences held in Varsa village under Patkelghata police station
in Satkhira district separately held on 2 and 6 November in 2006,

They further claimed that the political leaders and the police managed one Mr. Abdur Rahman, who
is known as "Gom Chor (cattle thief)” in the area. to lodge the murder case of MR, Altaf with the
Tala police station. while the family received death threats from the armed cadres of the former MP
Mr. Habib Lo pressure them not to lodge a case against the real murderer.

Meanwlale, Mr. Shahidul’s elder brother Mr. Nazml [slam lodged a wnit petinon wath a High Court
Diavision Bench on 31 January 2007 challenging his brother's arrest and detention. The judges of the
Bench then issued a mule nisi and directed the concemed authonty to explain why the arrest of Mr,
Shahidul shall not be declared unlaw ful within two weeks time. However, the concerned authority
has not furnished the required explanation before High Count to date although the deadline of
submission was expired on Febmary 13,

Mr. Shahidul is currently warded in a private hospital in Dhaka after having been released from the
prison after his prolonged arbitrary detention without any reason as well as aprotracted legal battle
i the lower and lngher couts.

There is no explanation from the government as to why the magistrate became so serious as to need
to record Mr. Badrul Alam's "confessional statement” in early hours (at 2:00am} in relation to a
murder case that occurred more than two years ago. Such an unusual action was taken by the
magistrate; while the former MP Mr. Habibul Islam Habib was never amested, despite the open
accnsation from the deceased man's fanuly. Two separate written statements of the family were nol
recorded by the police and judicial authorities.

Furthermore, the magistrate’s refusal to supply a certified copy of the "confessional statement”
made by Mr Badrul Alam to Mr. Shahidul's lawyers without any explanations violates Mr.
Shahidul’s fundamental rights.

Meanwhile, no investigation has been made and no one has been arrested so far relating to the
alleged torture of Mr. Shahidul.
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A True Leader of the Oppressed April, 2007
Ric G. Ontal-V30O Volunteer tor Uttaran (2004-07)

On 11" January 2007 was the declaration of the State of Emergency that totally changed the entire
scenario of the country. Alas, the President and the Caretaker Government had made the right
decision and the country is leading to nommalcy. The people of the country are now having a
breathing space of freedom and peace of mind. And the economy was saved from the turmail of
country-wide hartals and further penury.,

I have been living and workings for 43 months by now as VSO volunteer in Bangladesh. Though I
am from Philippines but I considered the country as my second home already. I sincerely felt at
home and proud to be here. People are very friendly, hospitable and generous. [ am currently at my
second placement working as Programme Management and M&E Adviser i Uttaran, a regional
and rights-based organization in Tala, Satkhira. My tasks are to improve organizational
management system, develop policies and assist in project development and implementation.
Littaran’s overall goal i Lo reduce poverty and empowerment of the poor in the Southwest region
particularly women, childven, religio-ethnmic minovities, outcaste, untonchables. landless and
persons with disability through implementing holistic programs and interventions. My joumey as
volunteer 15 indeed fulfilling amid mynad challenges, Never had I regretted of coming here. Lots
of desire of continuing my volunteering work in the future, because I am truly enthused by the
aspirations and principles of my director named Shahidul Islam whom I called 'Dada’.

But on 27" January 2007, Saturday at around 10:30am, was a shocking day for me. My director was
arrested by the military with no specific case lodge against him. Instantly 1 asked myself: Wiy him?
Is this the accolade of protecting and upholding the rights of the oppressed? 1 Just can hardly
understand why this happening to my Dada whose only passion is to serve and live with his poor
people in the region through capacitating them to become empowered agents for their development
and emancipation from the fetters of poverty, oppression, discrimination, marginalization and
disempowerment. I thought that I would be very happy to go home this April as we had made a lot
of positive and enabling changes at both organizational and community levels in particular and the
region in general. I was rather wrong and saddened with the tumed of events. People might say,
why am [ really affected with what is going on to my Dada; after all, I am going home soon, [ am
affected because [ know him so much personally, He is honest, principled leader and a good friend
indeed.

My Dada has inspired me to sustain my passion and development endeavors. He molded me into
maturity as development worker; stired my innate potentials; and broadened my horizon. 1 thanked
him for giving me the opportunity to experience the true to sense ™~ sharing skills and changing lives”
cthos of velunteering. It is not just about “technical sharing® but also about solidarity among the
lowest rung of our society. And my little way, he gave me that opportunity to touch their lives and
shared to their struggle,

April is approaching so fast and I need to go home, yet I have the high hopes that he will be free and
I could hug and bid goadbye, Or else my joumey in Bangladesh is never complete. [ pray that the
govemment of the good people of Bangladesh will release himi so soon and never allowing
Shahidul’s aspirations be rotten in the cold bars of not his own making. And never let a truest leader
of the oppressed be gone. The people of our region need him much to tuel their energy to create
change in their lives and community. Stull my hopes remain.
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Background

The Socio-economic cnsis and poverly profile of southwest part of Bangladesh 1s more acute
than other parts of the country. More than 80% of the people are living below poverty line.
Based on a recent survey conducted by Uttaran, it has been revealed that 27% of the households
of the Tala Upazila of Satkhira are landless according to the set criteria. According to a study of
JBIC 1n 2007, “the incidence of poverty is the highest i the Western areas fof Bangladesh
including Rajshahi Division, following Khulna Division. Compared with Barisal and Rajshahi
Divisions, the poverty reduction rates are higher in Dhaka, Chittagong and Svihet Divisions.
The rate of poverty has slightly rrather) increased in Klnilna Division™™ Land formation has
been ceaged and water logging has engulted a huge area of this region. This has resulted 1n a
wiping out of a sigmficant number of the estuanne nver networks in the area and makes people
more vulnerable to losing valuable assets and resources as well as to, wresponsive shnmp
farmung practices. The southwestern region of the country 15 considered 1o be a disaster prone
area. [t has been regularly visited by calamities due to its geographical context and severe
ecological devastation brought about by human neglect and highhanded ill-planned
development interventions, Projects like Coastal Embankment Projects (CEPs) and KJDRP,
which started in the 60°s (till middle 70°s) in the pursuit of green revolution, aimed at increasing
agricultural production and rural income. However, the projects were carried out without dune
consideration of the strategic implication on region’s ecology and bio-diversity, livelihood or
economy. The region 15 also experiencing nsing sealevels as an adverse effect of global climate
change due to global warming This mounting problem results to major water logging, poor
drainage through niver systems, siltation and saline intrusion which serionsly disrupts the
farmung systems in the southwest with few coping mechanisms available for the local people to
confront this siluation with, The southwestern part of Bangladesh where the project will be
operated 1s a coastal area and wetland of the world’s largest mangrove forests, the Sundarbans.
A large constituency of low caste Hindus and ararf(asharf-atraf, caste like divisions by eultural
construction of Banglai Muslims) live i this area,

According to the Education Development Index (EDI) scores of Khulna and Jessore are 0.64 to
0.67 respectively and EDI scores are for Pataukhali, Dhaka, Bansal, Noakhal and Comalla are
1.00, 096, 087, 0.73, and 0.73 respectively? Access to quality education has been a
longstanding battle cry among the marginalized poor in this part of Bangladesh. Low
completion rate, high dropout rate and repetition, lack of classrooms and poor educational
facilities prevail

In the global context, women contrnibute sixty-six per cent of the total production. However,
women consume only ten per cent and control only 1 per cent of the production. The scenano
in Bangladesh 15 no exception. Women are subject to discrimination 1n all spheres of their
personal, social, economical and political involvement. Most of the poor women suffer from
malnutrition and their average life expectancy is less than that of their male counterparts. Even

f Paverty Profile: People s Republic of Bangladesh: Execudrve Summary; October 2007 Japan
Bank far Imternattonal Cooperation

YSaurce Bangladedy Reporal Povery Profile and Development Indicalors- & GIS Based Anadyss Micro Irmpacts of
Macroecomionss and Adustrent Poloaes m B angladesh (MIRA Py Téchaadal Paper Mo 03
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in legal aspects, a woman 1s entitled half of a man’s entitlement. Dowry, divorce, and women
trafficking are quite frequent in the rural areas and women fall easy victim to these social
problems.

Since women are compelled to confine their activities within the household, their access to
different msthtutons hike schools, hosmtals, courts, ete, 18 hinnted. As such, they reman
practically dormant in different social and political activities. In other words, a woman’s role
and status 1s that of a subordinate one and thus the women are discnminated throughout their
life cycle.

In the Southwest region of Bangladesh, the inhabitants are currently enduring the problems of
landlessness, limited access to public land and water, and other vital resources. The public land
use situation 18 further complicated due to the aggressive growth of the shnimp mndustry. The
shnmp industry has been responsible for carrying out some of the worst forms of human nghts
abuses and exploitation among the landless people on their khasland claime and nghts. It has
aggressively violated the land nghts of the small landholders using coercive tactics and
violence. Subsequently forcing poor marginal farmers to give up their agricultural land and
evict them from their khasland homestead. Shnmp farming has further contributed to an
increase in food insecurity due to the massive conversion of agricultural land for shrimp
production —further diminishing valuable land area needed for nce and food production. The
hardest hit from this result in land conversion are the poor landless inhabitants of the region.

The rise of fundamentalism 1s evident in this part of the country. Day by day the number of
religious educational institutions has been increased. Secular responses in the forms of
extended, well-equipped educational provisions are decreasing.
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Our Development Programmes
1. Integrated Rural Empowerment and Development

An Integrated rural empowerment and development program lies at the core of what Uftaran 1s
trying to achieve. The program includes formation and development of pnmary orgamzations
and the creation of inter-orgamizational structures. It also involves consciousness-raising
activities pertaimng to gender 1ssues, untouchability, social lnerarchy, imustice, exploitation,
land 1ssue and sustainable water management 1ssues. [t also focuses on economic activities like
agriculture, poultry, dairy, livestock, fishenies, petty trading and other small enterpnizes. The
integrated human development programme has two major goals. The first iz to remove the
barmer of social inequalities, encountered particularly by the landless, women and the outcaste,
to pave their access to different social and public organizations. The second 1s to make
marginalized people economically self-reliant.

Primary organization

In rural Bangladesh, the majonty of the population 1s poor and landless. They have virtnally no
access to the public resources and have no representation in the local elected councils. As such,
their participation in the decision-making process 15 quite insignificant. In this context, Uttaran
has been emphasizing the formation of an organization for the landless men and women. They
have also been encouraging them so that they can collectively emerge as an important actor in
the rural power structure. Uttaran aims at equipping the participants with the tools needed to
deal with their social, environmental, health and econome predicaments - in their quest for
social and economical emancipation through the primary orgamzations. To date, Uttaran has
formed about 2,293 primary ﬂrganizaﬁﬂns in the rural areas,

TR
L ¢
A primary organization of Uttaran
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The members of the primary organizations generally belong to an 18-45 age group. A
maximum of two people (female and male counterpart) from one family can become members.

The primary organizations of Uttaran are run by a set of documented rules and regulations. The
admission of each new member, internal elechons, resoluton of disputes, and other
decision-making activities are governed by mles and consensus. Members are allowed to
amend the rules 1f needed. Uttaran's Field Organizers facilitate the operation of the primary
organizations. Each pnimary orgamization has a 5-member committee that consists of a
Chairperson, Secretary/Leader, Cashier, Legal Cadre and Health Cadre. The members form this
type of committee through consensus or ¢lection once every two years. This provision for
holding elections infuses democratic norms and develops leadershuip skills. Thus, the leaders
and the members of primary organizations have acquired the skills needed to resolve internal
and inter-orgamzational conthcts. They also exercise a cntical role 1n the operation of local
Shalish (traditional mediation),

Weekly meetings of the pnmary orgamzations are held as per rules, according to the schedule
prepared by the members. In these meetings, various issues are discussed including gender
equity, dynamics of Mhasland distnbution, local council elections, electoral nghts, legal 1ssues,
health care, environment, climate change, waterlogging, fair wages, economic ventures, etc.
Through the exchange of 1deas and views, the members get an opportunity to widen their
perception on different social, political and economi¢ issues thal help in dealing with their
problems and development issues more prudently. It is woth mentioning that Uttaran has
conducted a customized social, economical and occupational skill tramming for 31, 443 (female
19, 625 and male 11, 818) group members selected from 54 unmions in upazilas under Khulna,
Jezszore and Satkhira districts respectively. These include tramning sessions on leadership and
group management, gender and development, land law and management, and legal literacy and
law cadre development, pond fishenes, beef fatleming, goat reanng and poultry reanng.

During the reporting period, Uttaran had facilitated, to form and strengthen, a total of 2293
primary orgamzations with total 44, 678 members (35, 726 women and 8, 952 men) from 478
villages, 54 Unions and 10 upazilas, under Satkhira, Khulna and Jessore districts respectively.
30% ofthe total memberships are Outcastes, Untouchables, and other rehgio-ethme minonties,
These newly formed groups’ members are those direct participants of the sustainable livelihood
piloted project and those who had completed the reflect circles, Hence, they were also formed
mto federation with the end view to integrate circle members into mainstream groups of
Uttaran. All these POs are being managed and supervised by thirteen development centers
namely in Jagpur, Chuknagar, Dacope, Patkelghata, Debhata, Kapilmuni, Satkhira Sadar,
Assasirni, Kaligonf, Sihhvamnaga, Faikgacha, Shaaslhati, and Burigoalin.

CGiono Unnayan Federation

The primary orgamzations of Uttaran, under the coverage of each Development Center/Area
office, form a joint federation with the view that achieving greater goals and objectives comes
through better cooperation. Uttaran has been stnving to develop federations of primary
orgamzations through a vertical network at the Umon and Upanla (Sub-district) levels to
intensify the activities for the emancipation of landless and marginalized families. The prime
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goal 15 to infuse the spint of democracy with a view to creating a society based on equal nghts
of men and women as well as caste and creeds.

The federations are guided by set rules and regulations. A governing body of the federations, at
the Union and Upazila level, are elected for two years by the representatives of each primary
organization and consist of 4 women, 5 men and 2 members from the outcaste. The main
objectives of a federation are:

- to azsess the activities of the pnmary organizations and to identify relevant problems:
- to devise mechamsms to raise social movement/imtiatives to deal wath such ssues; and
- to guide the pnmary and intermediale organizations.

In 2006-2007, the federations have plaved a vital role to identify for recovery of 4, 489.97 acres
of Khasland They also organized a signature campaign and appeal to the Bangladesh
government for the immediate release of Uttaran director. The federation concretely increased
the understanding on vanous right-based issues like human and legal nghts, gender and
development, governance and ways to access local structure, land rights and Hasland 1ssues,
caste and untouchability 1ssue, decreased cases of women repression such as dowry, domestic
violence, early marmage, polygamy etc; increased capacity on organizational development
matters like effective leadership and faalitation, group formation and management, group
meeting, minutes/report writing, resolution making, effective negotiation and commumication;
increased solidarity and collective initiative at the community level through federation;
developed/strengthened confidence and asserting capacity to claum and exercise their
fundamental nghts and problems to govermment concerned authonties and structures like UPs,
upazila administration, health complex etc; improved women participation in famaly, group and
community level decision-making and have stake to issues like education for children, resolving
resource allocation gap to both boys and girls children early mamage, household management
and domestic atiairs; increased bargaiming capacity of the group members especially among
womer; increased women’s mobility to hat-bazaars, health complexhospital, bank, nmons,
NGOs and among others,

Savings

The poor in Bangladesh hardly have any savings to face the ensis. In this context, Uttaran
motivates the poor to develop a habit of savings. Previously, in crisis a situation, the have poor
had to borrow money from the mral moneylenders ( at a very high interest rate) which
eventually rendered them total destitute. Savings not only help the poor in an emergency but
alzo help to increase economic productivity. Savings also create a sense of unity among the
members. During the reporting period, Uttaran’s primary organization members have realized
total savings amount of Tk. 18802309, It should be mentioned that a huge number of primary
organization members withdrawn their savings due to heavily increasing market prices.
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Credit and Employment Generation Activities

Credit 18 one of the major components of integrated rural empowerment and development
program. It 1z provided for various activities to enhance the employment and income generating
opportunities of group members. The loans are collateral-free and subject to intensive
monitoring and supervision. Generally the loans are provided at a 12.5 per cent interest rate, but
Uttaran does provide interest free loans duning an emergency time, Uttaran has created an
opportumty named Bhumi Tahbil for the extreme poor fo facilitate khasland and water bodies
leases from the government as well as for production purposes,

There are certain credit policy eriteria that act as a framework for credit application and for
grantng loan. A borrower 1s therefore required to follow these credit policies to qualify.

Credit Disbursement

During 2006-2007, 7792 group members received loans totaling amount of taka 3,60,43,739.00
was dhsbursed to 1909 men and 5883 to women. More than 75.50 % per cent of this amount was
1ssued to women members that reflect Uttaran’s policy of emphasizing women development.

item wise Loan Disbursment in 2006-2007

:'E"ii_._ ey Eecipiant Tnt;tl _Ii.ll:l.l_l.llflzld Rate
‘No | Activities L ) _ | (Ameunt in tk) o,
Male | Female [ Total [TORRREEE =
1 Agriculture 81 843 1024 7670000 | 21.28
2 Livestock 32 1023 1055 8824000 | 24.48
3 _Small Trading 69 865 B34 4918000 | 13.64
4 | Handicraft 83 BG4 947 4177000 | 11.59
5 Fisheries. 74 584 658 as74000 | a9z
8 Poultry 56 G661 7 2878000 : 826
7 Crthers 1514 943 2457 3902739 10.83
Total 1908 5883 7782 36043739 100
Agriculture

Uttrans has been providing seasonal agncultural loans to its group members so that they may
meet the necessary cash requirements duning the cultivation. In 2006-2007, Uttaran extended
Taka 7670000 as agncultural loan to 1024 members.

Livestock

Livestock development is another sector of undertaking in this program. This part of the project
has helped widened the scope of mcome generation. The program consists of three specific
activities:

1. Tramng on livestock
2. Vaccination
3. Upgrading of local breeds through artificial insemination.

Local Livestock Departments are helping Uttaran carry out the necessary ammal vaccinations
and inseminations. In 2006-2007, Uttaran extended Taka 88,24.000 loan to 1055 members.
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Small Trading

Rural trading covers a vanety of activities, which are mainly seasonal but have the potential for
income and employment generation for rural poor. A good number of Uttaran’s group members
are 1nvolved in these activities, wlhich offer quack return and widen the informal market in the
rural areas. Duning the reporting period, about 4918000 Taka was advanced to 934 members.

Handicrafts

An increasing number of the group members are undertaking rural handicrafts as their
profession. These mclude bamboo and cane crafts, red mats, and pottery, which encompass
both traditional and modem skills. In 2006-2007, Uttaran extended Taka 4177000 as
handicrafls loan to 947 members,

Fish Culture

Uttaran’s fisheries activities include hatchery, nursery ponds, carp, crab, golda (Lobster)
polyeulture, nce-fish, pond fisheries, leasing and restocking open water resources such as Beels
and giving traning and credit to group members. During 2006-2007, Uttaran provided cerdit to
658 members and a total of Taka 3574000 was disbursed in this sector.

Poultry

The poultry activity program is designed to generate and income opportunities for the rural
landless, particularly women. Uttaran has designed a viable model for poultry development
which includes eight specific activities: 1) Training of cadres as poultry workers, 2) Regular
Vaccination, 3) Establishment of feed sales centers, 4) Egg collectors, 3) Credit and 6)
Follow-up on a regular basis, During 2006-2007, Uttaran extended poultry credit to 717
members and total credit stands at Taka 2978000
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Others

Uttaran provided loans of a total of taka 3902739 to 2457 group members. Loan were then used
1o purchase rickshaw/van, spices processing and other income generating activities.

Now the outstanding loan blance as at 30 june 2007 1= given below:

3] P Closing Browers. | Disbursd
R B Vaie Fomaie | Totar | amount Intk.
1 RLF 787 8190 8977 24952110
2 Housing 0 669 669 5756100
3 Livelihood o1 281 372 3192555
4 Foshol a2 56 88 1112000
5 MJ- APPAR 478 23 501 2880735
Total 1388 9219 10607 28893504

Assel Transfer and Development

The present trend of progress towards poverty reduction in Bangladesh 1s very slow. Vanous
economists and the experts in different institutions have expressed the opinion that the poverty
of the hardcore people cannot be reduced through the micro credit programme alone. They
think that asset transfers may help to reduce poverty of the hardeore people e.g. government
lands distnbution among the landless and giving ownership of lands to them, housing, cattle
and poultry and moveable and non-moveable assets transfer etc. The poverty of the hardcore
people will reduce and/or be alleviated when they will gain ownership of assets and production.

Uttaran is one of proneer NGO for scalling up the asset transfer concept in development sector,
This organization has been implementing different type of development activities with the
hardcore people for couple of vears.

2. Health

From the very beginning Uttaran has been providing primary health care services, particularly
preventive health care to its members. There are government run hospitals and health centers at
union and Upazila levels, however, preventive aspects of health services tend to be ignored,
Therefore, Uttaran felt an urgent need to devise a preventive health care mechanism to provide
health services to the millions of poor as well as to raise their general awareness about
preventive health care skills. These measures are in place as o help reduce the cluld mortality
rate and 1ncrease the average life expectancy of the population. Uttaran's health care services
are:

Health Education

Uttaran selects an individual from among the pnmary organization members as a health cadre
member and then provides the needed traiming for promoting their capacity on primary health
care. Health cadres, in their turn, discuss the acquired skills and share the ideas with other
members during the weekly meetings of the primary organizations. Through this process, other
members learn the basie skills of preventive health care,
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Sanitation

The Bangladeshi Government has stated that the nation will achieve one hundred per cent
samtation by 2015, But the actual achievement was not satistactory, NGOs, local government
admimstration, LGl and civil society at large quite involved installing latrine. Some Upazilas
(sub districts) declared coverage of one hundred per cent samutation but the behavioral change
has not been taken place. Many poor people still use open ground toilets for defecation which
often can cause health problem like diahorea, dysentery, typhoid and other water borne
diseases. With this Uttaran imatiated a pilot project in 5 union under Assasum upazila of Satkhira
district to aim behavioral change for covering 100 per cent sanitation. Uttaran crgamized
massive survey, formation of 124 Village Action Committee, Developed Village Action Plan,
organized monthly and fortrughtly meeting, orgamzed court yard meeting, arranged workshop
and seminar, training, orgamized focus group discussion, wall painting and wrnting, poster
dissemination, billboard installation and folk song and drama presentation etc. With these
inifiatives impact is very high. The poor people are now maintaining their latrine and washing
their hand properly. Duning the reporting penod, Uttaran provided 800 latrine support for the
people of 5 umion under Assasum upazila of Satkhira distnet and also provided 1200 latnne in
Tala upazila of Satkhira district and Keshabpur npazila of Jessore distnet

Supply of Pure Drinking Water

Southwestern part of Bangladesh has limited access of safe dnnking water due of excessive
shnmp farming, salt-water intrusions lack of sweet water aquifer and arsemic contamination.
Most poor households have to either buy or fetch water from distant sources. Both options do
notl always guarantee 100% safe drinking water due to the gpread of arsenic contamination and

| —

i.-

I

; L i L=
» by .‘ 3 , ‘.'l =
MNow women are collecting zafe drinking water from pond sand filter (PSF)
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saline intrusion in the area. The situation bears significant impact to gender relation and equity
in the area. The climate change coupled with the current trend of the sea level rising has
aggravated the situation in this context.

Uttaran has been sustaining its efforts to create access to the poor to safe drinking water supports
m collaboration with the Pacari/Water Committee (a cival sociely committee), UPs and local
administration 1n its working area. Duning the reporting period, Uttaran provided support for
gefting up seven PSF, five community based rain water harvesting systems, and fifteen
household rain water harvesting support systems. Moreover, Uttaran provided support tfor
re-excavation of two reserve ponds in the saline water areas. The Assasum and Debhata
upazilas. under Satkhira district, received the maximum amount of Uttaran’s support in the
fiscal vear 2006-2007.

Evye Care

Sight Savers International initiated a project with Uttaran. The findings of this project showed
that there are around 6000 blind children (in the age group below 16 years) from amongst a total
population of 1.51 crore in Khulna division excluding Magura distnict. The project also helped
to arrange diagnosis of all the blind cluldren as a means to screen out cataract cases and arrange
surgery of all cataract cases mecluding necessary follow-up visits. The project wag started n
September 20035 to ended in December 2008, During the reporting penod Uttaran implemented
this project in Satkhira, Jessore, Kushtia and Khulna distniet. Out of some 1680 blind children,
447 cataract children were operated on and 425 of those operated children received follow up
support.

Shathi is six years old. Her father’s name Rayhan Ali, mother’s name
shika Katun, willage: Gatpara, Umon: Mirpur distmet: Kustia
Division: Khulna, Diagnosis: Development Cataract B/E, Child 1D
no: 0201060047, Shathi could not see clearly in her childhood. Her
| - father is poor, so she was not taken to doctor for treatment. Her
b = | eyesight was deteriorated when she became four years old.

At that ime she was taken to an eye specialist for examination of her eyes. The Doctor
advised for her to go for an operation and gave an estimate of Taka 20,000 (twenty
thousand) only for this. But the parents were unable to bear the operation costs. They were
very much helpless. She was brought in the eye camp of Uttaran under the project of
BCCC and identified as a patient of ophthalmologist cataract child. One of her eyes was
operated on 1n the BNMB hosmtal of Khulna on 17-8-2006. The 1* follow up of operation
was done on 7-9-2006 and the other eye also received surgery on the same date. The 2™,
3™ and 4" follow up were done on 9-9-2006, 28-9-2006, 28-11-2006 and 29-12-2006
respectively. Both operations were successful. Shathi can see clearly now. Now she plays
with the children and goes to school. She is very happy. Her parents are very grateful to
Uttaran for saving her daughter from blindness.
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4. Education Program

Article 17 (a) of the Constitution of Bangladesh guarantees free and compulsory education to its
all itg citizens. It has been thirty-three years since the Constitution put into effect the above
proclamation. Yet the education system receives little attention from the government. The main
reason for this being the government’s lack of prionitization, neglect to education, large scale
uregulanties, lack of political wall and commitments including the lack of public arrangements
to advance the already ebbing education system of the country.

In response to this growing problem Uttaran first imtiated an education programme in 1985
through establishment of a secondary level school and gradually scaled up its education
programme for marginalized, outcaste and untouchable community people. Uttaran provided
education support for the children, youths and adults.

Innovative Primary Education Program (IPEP)

In the beginning of 1989, Uttaran implemented its Non Formal Primary Education Program
(NFPE) m partnershup with South Asia Partnerslup wherein the Commumty-based Feeder
Schools were establizshed. In 1992, this imtiative was continued with the assistance from
CARE-Bangladesh wherein 20 schools had benefited and replicated BRAC-NFPE approach and
eventually expanded to around 200 NFPE schools through Trocaire Ireland, EDM, ICCO and
ActionAid Bangladesh support. Through this initiative Uttaran, with DFID assistance,
developed pilot areas for *child centered-teaching learming methods’ otherwise known as the
Innovative Primary Education Program (IPEP) in 30 schools. This was donw with help of three
(3) VSO volunteers who by then worked within the organization to improve and build up IPEP
program and capacity of the education department of Uttaran. The organization has pioneered
the IPEP mutiatives in the SW region, which to this date have been continued and sustained with
assistance from ActionAid-Bangladesh. Some 14000 children have graduated under the IPEP
and NFPE projects of Uttaran. During this reporting period some 750 children has also benefited
from these projects.

The IPEP schools hold certain key principles that underpinned their teaching methods. The
programs teaching philosophy 12 best seen in action in our schools as children learn through
being involved and are encouraged to ask questions and express ideas and opinions. Wherever
possible, the teachers plan the clildren's activities according to the student’s actual ability so
that the child’s learning rather than the primer dictates the curnculum pace. The children’s
confidence has improved as a result and they eagerly take part 1n many learning games that are
a feature of the schools.

Adult Education - REFLECT Circles

In 1989 Uttaran started to mn an adult education program with the assistance of Oxtam GB for
their male and female groups. The curriculum was based on the FIVDB model that aimed to
improve social awareness and raise levels of literacy and numeracy. In 1997, Uttaran decided
to nse the REFLECT approach to adult literacy development as developed by ActionAid
Bangladesh. [t was felt that this method was more appropnate to achieve Uttaran's overall goal
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because 1t concentrated more on human development. REFLECT 15 a participatory learming
process that encourages creativity, analytical discussion and problem solving relating to the
situation of the participants’ community. This empowers people and puts them at the center of
their learming, through the construchon of locally generated graphs and diagrams that are used
to define community power and relationships. From 1997 to June 2007, Uttaran facilitated 144
circles for 144x25 learners, During this reporting Uttaran provided suppont for 250 leamners
through 10 REFLECT circles.

R_EFLECT leamners

After a basic nine month course, participants are encouraged to continue their learning through
post literacy circles. These last for one year. These circles are based on the REFLECT system of
action, reflection, action, with the intention of 1ncreasing the sustainability of learming, Reading
and writing skills are further developed through the use of reading matenials that suplilement the
graphs and diagrams. Training is given on issues such as human rights, democracy, gender,
environment management, etc. After completing the REFLECT circles, the circles were then
integrated with the mamstream primary organization and federation of Uttaran.

Early Childhood Development

Since 1996 Uttaran has been addressing Early Childhood Development (ECD) through its
“Non-Formal Education for the working children™ intervention programme. The programme
involves children from the poor commumties 1n the age group 6-14 years who are not enrolled
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in schools (either because of non availability of schools or nnsnitability of school timings and
curriculum to their requirements as working children) and those who have dropped out due to
soclo-economic compulsions but wish for a second opportunity of lewrming. The programme
covers the whole or part of the primary education cycle with the goal to then enroll the graduates
into equivalent grades in the formal education system.

[Uttaran has also been orgamzing bi-monthly meetings with spouses of the REFLECT circle
participants to discuss various topics, issues and concerns that they face in their respective
commumities. The most frequently discussed topies in these meetings are the importance of ECD
as well ag ways to ensure pre-pnmary schoohing for their children. Uttaran has always seen early
childhood development as one of the top priorities.
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Campaign for Quality Primary Education

Under Commonwealth Education Fund. for promotion of quality education activities, Uttaran
carried out a massive study on the situation of primary education situation in Tala upazila under
Satklara distnet, Through this study 1l was 1dentified that a low rate of enrollment, wregular
attendance, high rate of dropout and re-enrcllment are the major problems for improving quality
education of public pnmary schools. The survey found that the rate of actual enrollment m the
primary schools 1g 86%, attendance is 60.82%, drop out rate is 37% and re-enrollment rate 1s
23%. Commumity participation is very low.

To address the above satiation, Uttaran has been implemented a series of activities during
2006-2007 . Such activities include the forming of union-based educaton commitiees headed by
the wmon parishad (UP) chairman, developing school based Parents teachers Associations
(PTA), strengtheming School Management Committees (SMCs), surveving and regular
monitoring of school catchments areas, organizing regular meetings of different committees,
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maintaining strong linkage with the local administrations, activating relationships with district
and upazila level education admimstrations, organizing umon based annual sports, arranging
exposure visits to nationally recognized primary education institutions, perusing the
government for additional support from upazla panshad to develop school campuses for
creating more facilities, and holding vanous seminars, workshops. and rallies to ensure strong
communty participation.

Uttaran has been actively facilitating the development of Participatory People’s Plan of Action
(PPA) addressing the issue of quality prnimary education at Khalilnagar union of Tala upazila
under Satkhira distnict. Uttaran conducted community audits in Khalilnagar, Tala and Islamkat:
nnion under Satkhira district. The community andits were done to collect information around
how much education allocation was actuallv being provided for the mentioned umon panshad
and how these funds were uged. The plan reported that actual enrollment rate 18 more than 96 per
¢ent, with the attendance rate being around 90 per cent, and the drop out rate bemng lower than
the past, and Khahilnagar urnon panshad and pnimary schools of that unuon panshad are geting

more attention by the local and national administration.

Formal Education

Secondary School - Samakal Madhyamik Biddyapith

In 1985 Uttaran's first education initiative was to establish a secondary school. Priority was
given to the enrollment and equal treatment of students from minonty groups. The school now
enrolls students in class 1-10 and follows the government curneulum. In addition, students are
given the opportunity to gain knowledge and understanding on such topics as development
igsues, discrimmnation, exploitation, lmman nights, history of liberation, environmental 1ssues, etc.
The number of students enrolled was found to be 603 dunng the reporting period.
Untouchables, outcastes, and especially female students are enrolled on prionty basis.




Technical Education

Uttaran has established two technical schools, one in Chuknagar in the Khulna District and the
other at Parulia in the Satkhira District. The schools are designed for people from poor
communities who have dropped out of school during classes 6 - 10, In these schools, students
have the opportunity to learn a variety of skills, generally over a period of 6 months. The schools
offer classes in carpentry, mechanics, electronics, tallonng, and typewnting. Since 2007, 2508
students have completed several trade courses. About 86 per cent of these students are now
employed m their chosen occupations.

Shaheed Muktijodhya Mahabidylaya

Shaheed Muktyodhya Mahaldylaya 18 an eminent and reputed higher secondary and tertiary
education institute 1n the region. The institute was established in 1994 as an intermediate college for
conducting Higher Secondary Certificate Course: Grade 12. This program was created with the
financial support of of Shaludul Islam (Director, Uttaran), who was awarded as scholarship for
Asoka Fellowship, as well as from the inspiration of a Japanese doctor named Dr. Ishikawa and
[tahan Father Lwgi Paggi. Uttaran, Proshika and fimding by CIDA’s and the contribution of local
commumnity. In 2001, the college came out as a full-fledged education institiion offering degrees in
a Bachelor of Arts (BA) and Bachelor of Business Studies (BBS). It 15 because of this programme
that the marginahzed, especially outcaste minonties, untouchables, women and landless students are
recelving a special opportunity to complete their education. In each year, both in the lugher
secondary and tertiary education levels, 93% of the students of the tertiary level and 86% of the
higher secondary level successfully passed, which is around 25-35% higher than the national level,

The college authonty supplements the government curriculum with the extra-curncular education
meluding socal 1ssues such as discnimnation, explaitabon, human nghts, lustory of liberation, and
environmental 1ssues.
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4. Rights and Justice
Human and Legal Rights Awareness and Legal Education Cadre Development

Uttaran promotes building the capacity of pnmary organizations and federations that focus on
human nghts issues particularly human and legal rights of Bangladeshi citizens urespective of
caste, creed and sex. Uttatan selects an individual from each of the primary organizations it
works with at act as a legal contact. Legal cadres undergo a 5-day traiming session covering
different laws including family law as well as cnminal and avil laws. Duning the reporting
peniod, 576 legal cadres were trained. In the weekly primary organization meetings the legal
cadres help raise the level of legal awareness among their respective members. They also help
in settling disputes among the members of the primary crganizations as well as aim at reaching
amicable solutions between its members and other persons or organizations.

In addition, all members are taught about the adverse aspects of childhood marriage,
unregistered marriage, divoree, birth registration, land law, dispute resolution and mediation,
gender equity, human rights and justice, domestic violence and trafficking, untouchibility, and
acid throwing prevention. Uttaran proudly claums, through its sincere efforts, the current rate
of divorce among ifs members 182 quite neghgible and almost all marnages n the areas are
registered. The legal cadres are capacitated to be vocal, courageous, and have literacy with
articulation and facilitation skills. They are capable of providing judicious advice and ways of
approaching amicable settlements, and if needed, are available for legal protections aside from
their awareness education function.

Alternative Dispute Resolution/Mediation

Uttaran always tnes to make sincere efforts to resolve local disputes without any involvement of
the formal courts, Mediation and dispute resolution works promptly and effectively and as a
result has become very popular among the community people. This concept however 1s not new
to rural Bangladesh. The system of Shalish, outside the purview of the court, has been in use for
centuries. Uttaran has adopted a number of strategies to help populanze the Shalish svstem

agair,

First, Uttaran forms groups of 7-10 members consisting of leaders of Uttaran's primary
orgamzations, schoolteachers, community leaders, ete. The group members are traned 1in
arbitration skills and basic laws, As a result, these trained individuals are able to perform more
effecively in arbitrating and settling disputes. Hundreds of cases are now amicably settled
outside the purview of the courts.

Litigation Support

Durning this reporting period Uttaran provided support for cases which demaned examplanary
pumishment. Due to the lngh expenses involved in taking a case to court, along with the lengthy
procedure of a time-consuming judiciary system, victims are often denied justice. In response to
this reality Utlaran developed a legal support mechanism to assist the victims. In 2006-2007,
226 lower court cases have been supported, of which, 76 cases had been resolved while 16 high
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court cases have been supported, of which, 8 cases had been resolved, all in favor of the victims.
Five other cases were filed to secure release of Shahidul Islam, Director of Uttaran. For four of
them Uttaran had to move the case up to the lngher court,

Mohammad Ali Morol: A victim of a greedy land grafter

Mohammad Ali lives in the village of Murakalia of Tala Upazalla in Satkhira district. He 1s
the 3™ son out of 3 sons and 3 daughters of late Jabbor Ali. Mohammad Ali was born in
1948. He was grown up with struggles. His parents arranged his marnage with a daughter
of their neighboring village when he was 21 vyears old. He lived happily with his family. In
the meantime, the liberation war was started in 1971. Mohammad Al is a freedom fighter
and took part in the war and backed home after nine months fighting. His wife left him and
married another person during the war. He was very socked. His parents arranged his 2
mamage in 1972, Mohammad Ali has one daughter. Mohammad Ali’s father was died. He
got 39 decimal of land as his share from his paternal lands where he has been living with his
family. Shamsul Rahman a neighbor of Mohammad Al captured his land by force. He also
filed a false case for ownership claming of the land. Muhammad Ali was unable to run the
case. Uttaran provided legal aid support to him. The lower court ruled out verdict in favor
of Mahammad Ali. He backed to his home with help of the villagers. Few days afier,
Shamsul Rahman attacked Muhammad Ali with his hired hooligans when he stared to give
boundary of his land. The boons of his chest and hand were broken. New he can't wok and
lives on begging. Shamsul Islam appealed against the verdict of lower court to high court
vides case no. civil revision no. 3363/2006. Uttaran has been continuing legal aid support
to this helpless person for protection of his land.
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Social Mobilization

Uttaran established a strong linkage between the aivil society, LEBs, CBOs and NGOs that
realize the importance of active engagement on the promotion of the human nghts in the
sonthwest region of Bangladesh. Uttaran has set up a regional Network for Asserting Human
Rights (NAHR) involving the civil society at large. The support network has organized rallies,
demonstrations, persuasions, and lobbing for establishing nights of the poor people. In
2006-2007, Uttaran facilitated traimings, seminars, and workshops in collaberation with the
network on domestic viclence, acid throwing and prevention, untouchibility and justice.
Roughly 1775 people participated in these workshops. seminars and training sessions. The
network also organized a massive rally in Tala upazila to aware people about women nights. The
NAHR orgamized a rally and human chain on a Human Rights day. Pnmary orgamzation
members, federation members, shalish commifttee members as well as civil society
representatives and like minded NGOs actively participated in thus event. These events were
arranged 1n Satkhira, Jessore and Khulna distnict, NAHR activities were mostly supported by
LEBs, UPs, NGOs, civil society representatives. Sometimes community members requested
NAHR network’s intervention for the smooth and faster shalish and mediation process and they
also requested to NAHR to include more women and religio ethnic groups participation in the
network.

Khasland Recovery and Settlement

Due to centuries-old systematic paupenization by the elites and the rulers, most of the people
involved with agricultural production in countryside of Bangladesh are without any asset or
power to claim their nghts and control over productive natural resources. They are the landless
people in Bangladesh. Khaslang policies were first enacted by the then Pakistan government
duning 50°s decade, again just after the liberation of Bangladesh in 1971 and in 80s. These
policies were reformulated with the elements covering land reforms, ceiling of land ownership,
entittement of sharecroppers, and ownership of landless peasants over Ahasiand. Each of these
goveriuments, as a means to implement policies to distribute &hasimd to the landless, formed
Taskforces. However, till to date, little headways have been made in giving publuc land back to
the landless. Lack of capacities (in terins of mobilization, orgamizational and education) to assert
rights by the landless, distressed coupled wath a large population of marginahized people to
reclaim their nghts and access to natural resources make this situation gnmmer. Unfortunately,
those {(mere numbers) who have received land from the government have failed to establish their
control over their land due to lack of legal assistances. Due to Cormuption, landless people
become the worst victims of deprivation. Moreover, the participation of women members from
poor landless families 1s low in the land rnights movement as they have little access to quality
services from the local government, Local district governments in Bangladesh do not have the
capacity, or even willingness, to engage themselves in 1ssues surrounding redistribution of
agricultural Hhuasland to the landless people in etther a systematic or participatory manner,

Moreover, some of the non-agriculture land is turmng into agriculture land due to natural
processes here and there--land that neither enters the Khatiarn # 1 nor considered as added
Khasfand for redistribution. Besides, if the so-called vested property land could be leased out to
relatively better off people, why it cannot be distnbuted among the landless? There 15 seldom
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any evidence that even an acre of the ceilling-surplus land so far could be recovered and
redistributed among them. In most cages the Hhasland settlement and management committees
at upazila and district Jevels are ineffective and dysfunctional. Neither are the landless people
truly represented at the land digtnbution meetingsas state officials at upazila and district levels
typically nominate almost all their own members. There is no representation from NGOs or any
community orgamzations. Party-political influence on the decisions 1s often too much
pronounced. Starting in March of 2004 out of response to the landless poor being
underrepresented, Uttaran and 1its fellow 10 Partner NGOs such as Banophul, Nan Unnyan
Sangstha, Nakshi Kantha, Palli Chetana, Shushilan, IDEAL, ASDO, Mukiir Alo, Mukti
Parishad and RUPALI created and carmed out the Apar project.

Uttaran continues to decisively address the set of interrelated problems and constraints with
landlessness poor with respect to their limited access to land, waters and other vital resources,
The most pivotal and pronounced one of these issues is confronting the vast majority of the
resource-deprived people of the entire southwest region of the country. Roughly, two-thirds of
the popnlation is absolntely or fimetionally landless in a predominantly agrarian setting where
land continues to remain the pnncipal means of production. The hard-core, or ultra poor mclude
working women and children with the lowest per capita income in the world. [t 12 they whoina
word represent the prisoners of poverty and underdevelopment. The processes of people
becoming landlessness and land concentration coming into the hands of a tiny minonty are
proceeding at an alarming pace. The land-ownership structure 18 skewed and inequalities and
dispanties of the lighest order charactenze the retrogressive agranan relatons. Virtual demal of
the right of access of the landless poor to Fhasland, tight grip of the vested interests on land
management; and continued bypassing of the agranan reforms interalia are crucial 1ssues. As
our own survey findings suggest, there has been an area of 130.214.64 acres of Hhasland
including other public land and water bodies etc in the southwest region. Amongst other major
problems and constraints are a very limited access of the landless to the public sector education
and training facilities and institutional credit sources; vulnerability to calamities—both natural
and man-made; dwindhing of natural resources and environmental degradation; very low level
of social organization and mobilization; and an inadequate level of popular participation and
representation in the local level governance and decision making institutions affecting their
lives. Addressing all these interrelated problems and constraints in a holistic and integrated
manner 18 expected to resull in establishing their nghts of access 1o Ahasland, waler bodies and
other public resources, and enhancing their participation and representation in the local
governance and msttutions and thereby developing and empowenng them to lead thewr hives as
real human beings with human dignity, secunty and justice, while equally contributing to the
national economy, politics and culture.

The Strategic project areas Uttaran has covered of the southwest region include 456 villages, 54
uniong and 9 upazlas of Satkhira and Khulna distnicts, Of the 9 upazilas, Tala. Satkhira Sadar,
Asgasuni, Debhata, Kaligon and Shyamnagar under Satkhira district and Paikgacha, Batiaghata
and Dumuria of Khulna district. It covers 27,880 landless households, of which 69% of are
landless women. Dunng the reporting period. a total of 4,489.97 acres of Fhaslands were
recovered and distributed among the 6,654 landless poor man and women of which 3330.20
acres are temporary and 1159.77 acres are permanent settlement.
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To date the orgamzation has made a sigmficant impact on its current interventions, which have
led towards creating greater access and establishment of the land rights among the landless
people. These are (1) creating social capital e.g. awakens the awareness of the poor landless
people of the area about their nghts to the dhaslands; organized the people mto groups which
have given the extra cumulative energy; (2) contribution to poverty alleviation e.g. land,
whatever small amount 1t 1s, provides scope for extra eaming tfor the household and reduces
poverty; transparent and land setilement process reduced scopes of bribing and corruption and

Nurjahan Begum stands on her
feet with full self-confidence

Once upon a time, Nurjahan Begum (40)
was crippled with many folds economic
and social problems. Her family did not
have the financial ability to meet their
daily needs and even they can hardly
make both ends meet. Indeed, her family
had to take one or two meals in a day. She
passed the time by engaging herself n the
domestic work and bringing up her
children. Sometimes, she helped her
husband by going outside in the
agriculture work. Her husband Nazrul
Islam (55) was a day labor who worked in
agriculture field. Her husband worked in and around his village Jiala Nalta and adjacent areas of Tala
Upazila under Satkhira District. Nurjahan Begum has four children’s among them one is a son and the
remaining three are daughters. Nurjahan Begum had no idea how to gain #has/end They were not even
aware that the poor and landless people have aright to access over fhasiand, One day, Nujahan Begum was
introduced with Anisur Rahman, a field organizer of Jatpur centre for Uttaran. In fact. Anisur Rahman
mspired her to enlist as a group member of Jiala Nalta village. And he helped to show her a betterment
livelihood. In early 2007, Nurjahan Begum was enlisted as a group member in the “Mukti Mahila Samittee™.
She started to deposit and laid aside group savings to meet the future needs for her family. In the meanwhile,
she got social and occupational skill training from Uttaran such as land law management, leadership and
group management, poultry and pond fish culture etc. As a result, she became aware about fhasland
management right to access over thas/and. Wurgahan Begum tries to communicate with union land (tahsil)
and AC {Land) offices to get the fhas/and, Uttaran had helped to facilitae the upholding of the landless
people’s rights over Fhaslang, Nurjahan and her husband jointly got 40 decimal Fhasland as permanent
settlement. Now, she has land for living (homestead) as well as for cultivation. Nurjahan iz using her land
for paddy cultivation and fish culture. Her family sold taka 4500 (four thousand five hundred) through
harvesting fizsh and got 15 mound (approx 600 Kgz) rice through paddy cultivation.

Nugjahan, in the meanwhile, amanged mamiage of her eldest daughter but remaining two daughters are
engaged in school to get on their study. While her son is helping his father to generate more income to make
them more well off and meet their family needs Nurjahan has been able to stand on her feet with full
self-confidence and getting dignity from the society.

has saved a lot of money of the poor people; it has also reduced the trend and incidence of case
filing with the police station and courts; it has helped reduce unwanted and prolonged
expenditures 1n courls; assisted with helping the landless retain more income and reduce
expenditure of the poor which ultimately contributes to poverty reduction; reduced bnbing
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culture e.g. normally landless people had to pay bribe to the local land admimstration for
assuring DCR and even permanent settlement. The landless people still have to pay the bribes,
but the amount and frequency of the bribes has reduced in comparison to the past. Enhanced
commurucation among the stakeholders has contnbuted to this reduction in corruption. This has
been especially evident in the case of land settlements where the upazila admimstration,
landless people, awil society, UP chairmen/members kept up frequent and open
commumcations and also face-to-face meetings. As a result, thoze who once demanded bribes
no longer have as much capacity of doing so than before.

Uttaran has been able 1o serve the causes of the landless people as it supported them with soaal
mobilization activities coupled with legal aid provisions. Uttaran facilitated support of the C5
groups as they helped create a public opinion favorable to the landless people and made the
public officials properly distribute &aas kands,

Media Campaign

Media plays a vital role in creating positive change within people’s opinions. Uttaran is quite
involved with using print and electronic media for the promotion of people’s opimions, nghts
and information sharing. The organization sees these outlels as effective tools for creating
access for the disadvantaged people. For the year 2006-2007, Uttaran facilitated set of activities
with media and media workers.

Press Conference and Workshops

Uttaran along with its partners and the wider community, including civil society groups and the
newspersons (1.e. newspaper correspondents, reporters) and electronic media news persons have
begun to work together towards developing a mutually shared in-depth understanding of the
izsuegs and concerns related with advancing the resource- poor people” access to public
resources, establishing human rights between. Uttaran has carried out a number of special
activities e.g., press conferences, workshops and fact-finding visite. It has addressed 15 press
conferences on KAhasland, electoral and human nghts wviolations, and sustainable water
management 1zsues. All of which were held at district and upazila level of Satkhira, Khulna,
Jessore district.

Fellowship to Journalists

Uttaran provided fellowships to four newspaper and electronic media reporters as a means to
promote investigative reporting on Ahasland, electoral and human nghts violations, and
sustainable water management issues. The reports were then camed in their respective
newspapers, The fellowships were for 3 to 4 months in length.

The provision of fellowship 1s quite good for its purpose. It considerably sensitized the
reporters, and hence the print media too, while informing the public on the 1ssues affecting their
lives as well as the public authonties for appropnate decisions and actions.
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Campaign Materials

A number of campaign matenals on Uttaran
activities were developed and published as per
plan. These matenals came in the form of flip
charts, posters, bill boards, stickers, and
leaflets on land nghts, water management,
civic  nghts, human nghts, women
empowerment, education, and the
environment. The materials focused on raising
public raising as well as on demanding the
establishment of peoples rights. Uttaran also
published a guarterly newsletter called *Matir
Dak® for the development, public officials,
donors, media person and the wider local
community people too. With the support of
Oxfam GB and Actionfad Bangladesh
Uttaran also developed two documentary
films on the waterlogging 1ssue.
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Civic Awareness on Electoral Rights and Participation

A democratic and credible government 15 essential for the development of Bangladesh. With

thiz point of view, Uttaran took part in the election process in partnership with European
Commigsion, CI1DA and Election Working Group (EWG)-a project of The Asia Foundation.

The National Parhament Election of Bangladesh was scheduled on Janvary 22, 2007, Uttaran
implemented a number of activities for having a creditable and well-accepted election to all in

seventeen (17) consttuencies i Satklura, Khulna, Jessore and Bagerhat distnicts. List of the
activities accomplished by Uttaran is given below:

a) Formation of different Forums:
i. Formation of Civil Society Brigade (CSB):

A total of seventeen CSBs were formed in 17 constituencies with local leaders, UP Chairman
and members, teachers, religious leaders, social workers, businessmen, women leaders, youths,
NGO workers, journalists, lawyers elc. Each Brgade consisted of 33-40 members. These
Brigades amranged meetings with the DCs and other government departments to discuss and
undertake imtiatives for a free and fair election. The brigades also took part in civic education.
The Bnigades started to observe the election environment three months before the election date.
Lttaran provided technical assistance for building up capacity of the bngades members. Uttaran
arranged trainings, workshops and discussion meeting with the brigade members for their
capacity building.
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ii. Formation Election Campaign Cell (ECC):

A total of 286 ECC’s were formed in village level with local leaders, UP members, teachers,
religions leaders, social workers, businessmen, women leaders, youths, NGO workers. Each
Cell was consisted of 35-40 members. The ECC monttored voter registration so that every
voler's name was on the list. They also campaigned for free and fair elections and wider access
of vulnerable voters, Uttamn provided techmical support to the ECC members for getting
effective and meamngful services from the ECC.

iii. Formation of Violence Resist Committee (VRC):

A Violence Resist Committee was formed in Union, Upazila and Distnet level compnsing with
government officiale, UP members, civil society and representatives from different political
parties. A total of 78 VRCs were formed. The main purpose of the committees was to resist
political violence before, duning and after the Election Day 1n their own area.

b) Training, meeting and workshop:
i. Training & Orientation to Journalists

A training module was developed for giving comprehensive and frntful training to the
journalists. Uttaran arranged 10 trainings and onentations for the journalists in different places
of the 17 constituencies. Duration of each traiming course was 2 days. About 25-30 journalists
participated in each training session. A set training module was followed in the training courses.
The journalists were imparted with knowledge and experiences on investigative and 1ssue based
media reports for making the election free, fair, democratic and meaningful.

After the traiming, 27 journalists in the area were given fellowship so that they can report on
election matters at grass root level properly and eftfectively. The Journalists were very active,
They regularly published election related reports in their papers. This action helped to make the
citizens who read these articles conscious for taking thewr decision on election.

11. Community sensitization meetings:

During the election run-up community sensitization/motivational meetings were arranged at the
village level. A total of 2608 sensitization and Information Dissemination Meelings were
facilitated 1n commumty level in the 17 constituencies. Some 60-70 commumty voters
participated in each of these meetings. General information about the vote and voting system
were dissemination among the voters through these meetings. Relevant pnnt matenals were
distributed 1n these meetings. The voters became aware about the importance of casting votes,
quality participation m election, free and fair election and democratic value and finally to make
the electorate aware about the needs and situations of vulnerable voters. Voters® participation
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in the meetings was gatisfactory. They were very hopeful that they could cast their vote
peacefully.

iii. Sensitization Meeting with religion-ethic minority group:

The minonty group voters are typically forced fo cast their vote to the candidate associated with
musclemen. They are also sometimes threatened not go to voting center at all. Uttaran
facilitated 268 sensitization Meetings with religion-ethic minorty groups, There were some
50-60 participants in each meeting. The facilitators gave communicated to the voters especially
the women, disable and minonty communities, to resist the type of elechon violence that
happened during last parhament election. They also tned to motivat them to go to the polling
centers for casting their votes to their chosen candidate without any threats and fairness. The
Cell members arranged their regular meetings and shared/discussed about the election sitnations
in their locality.

Meeting with Persons With Disable (PWD):

Disable people in Bangladesh society 15 considered as a burden of the family as well as in
society. They are neglected and detached from the mainstream of the society. They were not
given aftention in preparation of voter list previcusly and it was a normal practice in onr society.
The Election Commission Bangladesh (ECB) has been giving special attention to the disable
people

in election process now. They are encouraged to enjoy their voting nghts through the activities
of this project. The candidates have stared to evaluate the disable people, as they are voter now.

i AR
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v. Dialogue with the past and present candidates, Political Leaders and civil society:

Prior to the election date Two hundred five (205) parhicipants from different politcal partes, ex-
MPs and present candidates, civil society members, local leaders, journalists, teachers, social
workers and willagers participated in the workshop including past candidates and
ex-parhamentanians. The participants shared their previous experiences. There was constrictive
debate among the leaders of the political parties. Everybody criticized the post election violence
of the last parliament election and promised that they would not be involved in any election
related violence this time around. They also promised that they would maintain peacetul
environment in their areas. They also showed their interest to be a member of the anti-violence
commiltee,

The participants asked many questions to the ex-parhamentanans. The polibcal leaders
promised to give maore attention to the area’s development in future. The political leaders
dizcussed about their own development agenda in the segzion. The political leaders realized that

the people are becoming more conscious about thewr nghts and they wall lose their leadershup 1f
they can’t give service according to the commitments in future.

¢) Publication of Election related hand-books:

.. Hand book for the polling agents:

Uttaran printed 27 500 copies of Poling Agent’s Handbook in Bangla in consultation with the
officials of ECB. These handbooks were distributed to the political parties to orient their polling
agents before the elections so that they perform effectively dunng the polling.

ii. Hand book on election guidelines, policy brief on “election laws”

A total of 1000 hand-books on election gmdelines, policy bnefs and “election laws™ were
printed and distnbuted among the political parties, brigades, committees and stakeholders. in
raising their knowledge and expenences on election rles and regulations

d) Round table:
i. Regional round table:

Uttaran arranged 14 round table discussions with the regional newspapers in Khulna, Satkhira,
Bagerhat and Jessore districts. The main topics of the round tables were "Code of Conduct and
Reality ". Editors of the news papers, journalists, political leaders, ex-MPs, teachers, social
workers, scholars, different professionals, chairman and members of UPs, candidates of the
election, civil society representatives, government representatives, youths and students
participated in the events. Many very valuable discussions on the election 1ssues occurred. The
participants got the opportunity to acquire knowledge about election laws, code and conducts
through the discussion sessions. The political parties and the candidates promised 1o follow the
code of Conducts of elecion. The polhitical parties got opportunuty to share their pohtical
manifesto and their planmng for the area with the participants of the round table.
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11. Round Table with Educational Institutions:

A round table meeting with the Education Institutions was amanged in the training centre of
Samadhan, Keshobpur, Jessore on 28-12-2006. Samadhan is apartner NGO of Uttaran
network., Thirty-nine (39) teachers from different schools and colleges in Momrampur and
Keshobpur Upazillas participated in the round table meeting. Mr. Khan Md. Numl Amin,
Upazilla Nirbalu Officer (UNO) of Keshobpur Upaznlla was the chief guest of this event. The
thematic title of the round table was "Civic Education into the formal academic instititions in
Bangladesh”— umportant 1ssue for mstitutionalizing the concept of having free and fair
election with quality participation of all the stakeholders.

e) IEC materials develop and dissemination:

Uttaran produced different types of IEC matenals for sensitization of the people for a free and
fair election with everyone’s participation. The IEC materials were stickers, posters, billboards,
video presentation, T-shirt, cap, hand-hooks ete. The materials contaned information on free
and fair election and democratic values. Two major issues were addressed in IEC matenals; one
was voler education and another was aivic education at large. Voter education was targeted to
deliver basic voter information that every voter should know. Civic education was focused
much more on breader concepts supporting a democratic society such as the respective roles
and responsibilities of citizens, government, political parties etc.

Unfortunately the present Care Taker Government on 11-1-2007 canceled the election because
the major political parties” involvement in election was not ensured. The panities thought that
the Election Commission and the Government’s (at that time) preparation was not in favour for
a free and fair election.

3, Natural Resources and Risk Reduction Management

The coastal areas of Bangladesh are quute different from rest of the country not only because of
its unique geo-physical characteristics but alzo for different socio-economic and political
consequences that often limit people’s access to endowed resources and perpetuate nsk and
vulnerabilities. There 15 a close proximty between livelihoods of the coastal people and such
viulnerabilities, This 15 because of the way hivelihood earmings of one people has become a
catastrophes to others (for instance monoculture of shrimp hmits crop farming by small
farmers). Although the affect of natural catastrophes i.e. flood, cyclone, tidal surge etc. are
common for all coping with these 1s quite different among different class of people. Ag the
coping capacity 15 a function of ones asset base (both ownership and access too). The poor are
more vulnerable as their asset base 1z sigmficantly low or all together non-existent. The
vulnerability of all the people in the area 1s accelerating further because of the current change
i the planets chimate. A World Bank’s study on the impact of Sea level nse 1n Bangladesh
revels that, 15 to 17 percent land areas of 1.e. 22135 to 26562 square kilometers will be
mundated within next 100 vears by 100 cm sea level nse. Thiz wall in twrn make 2 crore (20
million) people environmental refugees. Bangladesh simply may not be able to support such
huge migration uprooted people.
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Uttaran upholds that natural resources land, water, soil, plants and amimals should be used or
managed in a way that focus on quality of life for both present and future generations which
means sustainable development. Uttaran 1s therefore undertaking advocacy, research, and
capacity building activities to ensure proper management of the areas natural resources while at
the same time reducing nsk and vulnerability of the people and area.

Advocacy:

Revival of tidal rivers, addressing the water logging problem, access to safe drinking water, the
negative impact of large-scale infrastructural development project, have been the focus areas of
natural resource related advocacy activities. Several workshops, meetings and discussion were
held. One significant activitiy was the people’s consultation meeting held in Tala, A few other
worth mentioning are the Round table Conference with Draily Samakal at Dhaka press club, and
a publication of a booklet on the need of safe drinking water in south-western coastal belt of
Bangladesh.

Round table conference

A Round Table Conference on the water-logging problem in South-Western Coastal Region
was arranged with leading national daily newspaper Samaka! in mid December 2006 at Dhaka
Press Club. All major key stakeholders were present including government representatives,
policy makers, think tanks and donor agencies. Hua Du, Country Director of ADB also attended
the round table. Excerpts of thewr opimions are highlighted herewith. In the conference it was
revealed that despite several efforts taken at different times, major problems sull exist. The
water logged areas are facing large scale human and financial disaster. Yet despite this fact it
has not been identified as a national disaster. In the conference, expert opined that, TRM is a
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suitable solution but not enough to resolve the entire existing problem. Solutions to the water
logging also lie in enlivening and connecting the Mathavanga with the Kapotaksha and
Bhairob, having coordination between stakeholders, ensunng accountability and transparency
of Water Development Board and having the people’s mvolvement in the deciston making
process.

The consultation meeting and Round table conference was successful as the Bangladesh Water
Development Board and ADB accepted the idea of formation of Multi-stakeholder Forum
(MSF) for water management projects in the area and camyving out an Evaluation of Khulna
~Jessore Dramnage Rehabilitation Project. The ADB started itz evaluation of the project in
March when first Evaluation mission undertaken on 13 March to 3 April 2007, Second Mission
on 23 May-1? June 2007.

Peoples’ consultation meeting:

A peoples” consultation meeting was held in mid 2006 at Uttaran IDRT in Tala. Representatives
from BothEnds, Oxfam-GB, ActionAaid, WM, CEGIS, Royal Netherlands Embassy,
ADB-Bangladesh office, ADB- Manila Office, BWDB, BGS, Paamn Committee, WMA,
Uttaran, UP Forum, elected representatives of UP and members of civil society attended the
meeting. In this consultation meeting, the negative impact of KIJDRP, waterlogging problem,
Tidal River Management (TRM) as viable techmcal solution to waterlogging problem and silt
deposit on the nver bed, role of WMA, BWDE and ADB were discussed. In the meeting
Uttaran, on the behalf of the people of South-Western Coastal zone, proposed the adoption of
TRM instead of construction of polders and switch gate, provision of compensation to the
people hving in the TRM area, Evaluation of KIDRP and formation of Multi Stakeholder
Forum (MSF). One poster he on water logging 1ssue was published dunng the reporting perod.
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Action research on saline tolerant integrated fish, crop and vegetable cultivation

Shnmp cultivation has been the pnme economic activity of the people of Satkhira. This
monoculture goes against the natural ecosystem of the area and has a severe negative impact on
environment as well as on hvelthood activities of the poor. In 2005, Uttaran mmitiated an action
research project to promote environmental friendly poly culture. Since then various pilot
projects surrounding integrated cultivation of various vegetables, fishes and crops have been
starfed.

Initially a committee of 50 landless people was formed under the name of Maladaeray Krishi
Unnayarnr Kendra to carryoul this initiative. Presently 4.13 acres of land have been bronght
under the piloting actwity. Important research findings are: Reed and fish culture
simultaneously can be carried in the same field, Reed cultivation is profitable as various types
mates made of Reed demand 1n the market; Fish culture as well as vegetable cultivation on the
dyvkes of fish farmer is possible; BR 28 Paddy and fish can be cultivated in the same field.

Uttaran's action research to promote environment friendly poly culture
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Promotion of crab cultivation

Littaran has been promoting crab cultivation and fattenung under the project named *Integrated
Approach for Promotion of Crab to EU Counties”. The aim of this project 1s to have shnmp
farmers move from away from the practice of a Shnmp based monoculture. Ancther important
aspect of crab cultivation is, compared to shrimp cultivation, it allows poor farmers to adopt this
profession, as 1t requires a small amount of land, energy, and money. The cultivation project was
implemented i some part of Satkhira and Khulna Districts.

Activities of the crab cultivation project were: mapping of crab farmers; training of 1000
farmers and 25 depot owners, establishment 40 demonstration plots, 25 day long workshop,
district level seminars, and a farmer conferences. One hundred and hfty persons participated
and 1000 farmers attained the conference. The creation of IEC materials like training modules,
a brochure on crab fattening, booklet: A Guide for Farmers, briefing paper, and seminar paper
were developed under the project. Lesson learned through this project were: 1) Success of the
project highly depended on the appropriate selection of the site, 2). Collection of premature
crabs for fattening from similar environment is congenial. 3). The farming of crab culture/
fatteming 18 mostly commumty based. 4) If any project has direct implication increasing ones
income in a very short time 1t then receives appreciation and quick acceptance. 5) Women are
more efficient in any hvelihood activities that need mtensive and close care 6) Crab fatteung 1s
a viable livelihood option for the poor women of coastal belt. 7) Demonstration plots play an
important role for replication.

A woman crab farmer
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Ceastal biodiversity conservation through creating alternative income generation
facilities

This 4-year project has been imtiated in December 2006 in Kaligong and Debhata upazilas of
Satkhira, The pnmary objective of the project is to improve alternative livelihoods as well as
planting and conserving exiting indigenous flora. Till now, under this project three fresh fish
demonstration plots have been developed, 250 paroi (special fish collectors) are given traimng
on fresh water fish farming to reduce their dependency on Sundarban forest through promoting
alternative lhivelihood, Moreover, 2500 saplings of 16 endangered species were distnbuted
among 47 families for plantation.

Capacity building of marginal people to sustainable livelihood

The project began in 2005 for 4 years in Tala and Satklura Upazila to assist marginal people to
secure sustainable hivelithood. Under this project people are trmned and aware about Integrated
Crop Management (ICM), System for Rice Intensification (SRI1} methods, use of Leaf Color
Chart (LCC), use of guti urea, improved fertilizer management, and quality nce seed production
and preservation through proper roughing to ensure better yield. Demonstration plots on these
methods are also developed under this project. Duning this speafic year 297 SRI, 594 ICM
demonstration plots were developed. Moreover, 3201, 2078, 1210, 858 and 218 households
practiced [CM, uged LCC, improved fertilizer management, quality rice seed production and
preservation throngh proper roughing and applied gnti urea for better vield respectively.

During this year special attention was also given to vegetable production and to improving the
current food secunty situation. Project beneficiaries applied various types of methods for
vegetable production (for detail see table below).

Activity Number of household
Homestead vegetable cultivation (bed) 2309
Homestead vegetable cultivation (pit) 1913
Homestead vegetable cultivation {macha) 822
Vine cropping 942
Dike cropping 247
Artificial pollination 158
Pond side vegetable cultivation 318
Roadside vegetable cultivation 243
Integrated Pest Management practice 769
Preparation of Farm Yard Manure (FYM) 959
Compost preparation 672
Vegetable nursery 55
Vegetable seed production 526

Besides the above activities, several imtatves related to Tree management, aquaculture and
hvestock were undertaken, Under the tree management activity 12 nursenes are developed and
plantation of 3226 trees was done. In the area of aquaculture 162 households practiced pond fish
culture while 38 carried out rice cum fish culture activities.
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Under this project atlempts were also made lo promote hvestock related activities. These
activities are beef fattening, Milchy cow rearing, artificial insemination, and Cow and poultry
shade improvement, vaccination of poultry, duck, cow and goad and de-wormmg of cow and
goat (see table below). Apart from 1t, 408 households cultivated fodder.

Activity Number
Beef fattening 696
Milchy cow rearing 150
Artificial insemination 170
Cow and poultry shade improvement 1136
Vaccination practice 8268
De-worming 1131

6. Disaster Risk Reduction Management

Bangladesh faces various types of disaster e g floods, water logging. nver erosion, cyclones
and drought etc. With every disaster the people and the country loose such things as their
shelters, household materials, crops, trees, livestock, communication systems, infrastructures,
buildings, institutions, and sanitation systems. Dunng theze events sate drinking water iz not
available and the people are forced to use unsafe disaster-affected water causing the spread of
waterbome diseases like diarrhea, dysentery, skin disease and scabies to occur, The affected
people lose their earning sources and suffer from food crises and other needs. Many people die
of waterborne diseazes, lack of proper treatment, snake biting and scarcity of food and safe
drinking water. Livelihood in the disaster affected areas become challenging.
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The geographical location of Bangladesh 1s partially responsible for these natural calamities, the
rest are caused by the unwise and unplanned so-called development projects undertaken by the
government and development agencies, Moreover, Bangladesh 1s one of the worst vicums of
climate change caused by global warming and the green house eftfect. Environmentalists have
canticned that persistent water logging will submerge a greater portion of the southern
Bangladesh as the sea level 1 nsing.

Our country 1s facing ever more frequently devastating disasters, Our economic growth and
development i constantly being challenged. With each disaster the people become mncreasingly
vulnerable. With proper planmng, preparation and management we can reduce the amount of
sorrow, suffering and damages that occur duning these events.

The disaster response commumty 18 now shifting 1ts emphasis from immediate relief fo
Disaster risk reduction managemerit (DRRM) for reduction of peoples” vulnerability in disaster.
Considering this view, Uttaran has undertaken Disaster Risk Reduction Management projects in
collaboration with Oxfam GB and CDMP (Comprehensive Dizaster Management Project), a
joint project of the government of Bangladesh and UNDE.

Sonthwest region distnicts of Satkhira, Khulna, Bagerhat and Jessore are considered high-nsk
disaster areas. Uttaran has taken initiatives to reduce the vulnerability of the disaster-aftected

people in these areas through bulding awareness on DRRM.

Uttaran’s intervention on DRR
a) Formation of DRRM Committees in different levels

DRRM Committees have been formed and/or reactivate the old commuttees in village, umon,
uparilla, pouroshava and distnet level. The committees have been formed compnsing the
government officials, UP members, social workers, NGO workers, teachers, religious leaders,
political leaders, journalists, youths and students. There are 30-35 members in each commitiee.
The commitiees are compnsed with male and female members, The committees meet at least
once a month for disenssion about dizaster risk reduction management in their area and fo create
plans for preparedness of reduction of the vulnerability of the people 1f they face disaster in
future. Uttaran provided techmical support to the committees for their capacity building and in
making awareness on risk management.

b) Capacity Building of DRR Members and Volunteers;

Uttaran facilitated training sessions for the committee members of different levels and the
volunteers on DRR for thewr capaaty bulding. A total of 2080 DMC members of different
committees along with volunteers have been given training for 5 days duration including 2 days
follow-up training. The trained participants shared their learming with the community people as
the cascade approached. Apart from this, other meetings and workshops were arranged with the
stakeholders on DRR in Upazila and district level. Discussion topics of these workshops
included saving money, storing food, collecting firewood, matches and fodder, flood resistant
house bulding, raasing homestead, and creating of latnine and platform of the tube wells above
flood level.
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¢) Income generation:

A total of 60 distressed women were given training on homestead gardeming and goat reanng
traiming for 2 days. After traiming 20 women were given vegetable seeds and fertilizer and 40
were given female-goat for their income generation. These initiatives increased their income
and savings and it helped them to meet their need in disaster period.

d) Awareness Raising;

For bmlding awareness on DRR, Uttaran produced and displayed posters, leaflets, billboard and
[EC materials. A discussion meeting was arranged on National Dizaster Preparedness in Tala,
Satklura on March 2007, Through this daylong awareness campaign and discussion, the
participants understood the reasons of water logging and flood problem in the area and their
preparatory work for reducing their suffening. The event created an opportumity to have
dialogue between the community people and the government admimstration and raising the
people’s demand for the solution of the water-logging problem in the area, Approxamately 300
participants participated in the discussion meeting.
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f) Advocacy:

Uttaran undertook a tactical battle by engaging kev actors such as civil society, upazila and
district Administration to take up the flood and water logging 1ssne of ensuring sustainable
disaster management for the region. Uttaran supplemented its activity through continuous
publicity and media campaign, intensive persuasion work or lobbying for pushing the adoption
of peoples” alternative option for sustainable disaster management and adaptation strategy, and
mobilization to project grassroots agenda and ensure media coverage.
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g) Institution Building and Input Support:

Uttaran formed 30 Village Disaster Management Commuttees, 40 Umon Disaster Management
Commuittees (UDMC), 4 Upazila Disaster Mangement Committees, 1 Pouroshava Commitiee
and 1 District Disaster Management Committee 1n Satklira district.  All committees were very
active. They arranged their meetings regularly and try to take necessary actions for reducing
problems of the people 1n the areas. Apart from this, the committee influenced the necessary
authorities to take necessary measures like VGF cards distribution, food/cash for work, road
repairing and construction, earth raising activities, tube well repaining and installation, and
supplying sanitary latrine matenals,

Uttaran’s initiative has immensely contributed to the development of disaster preparedness
knowledge of the [nsaster Management Committee members as well as commumtes, which
iz directly reducing the risk of the peoples’ life and assets.

Relief and Rehabilitation Program

Southwest region of Bangladesh 18 known as disaster prone area due to its morphological and
geographical situation. The area 15 expenenced 1n flood, cyclone, high tidal surge and water
logging calamity mn frequently. A vast area of the region became submerged and marooned due
to loss of drainage system of the rivers in the area as the nivers bed have been silied and raising
the sea level gradually. The rivers have lost their navigation abilities and are drying up as an
affect of constructed embankment in the coastal belt in the name of green revolution m 1960s.
As aresult, a permanent water logging has been created in the area for last 20-25 years. The
people in the water logging area facing flood if there 1s heavy down pour, high tidal surge and
on rush water flowing from the upper stream.

In the year of 2006, the people in the water-logging area experienced unprecedented severe
flood during the rainy season, thus causing severe water logging and human suffering. The
marconed people lost their paddy fields, homesteads and hvelihood. They were forced to sale
their livestock. Many people had to leave their house and take shelter in the nearby schools,
flood shelters and even on the side of roads and embankments. Samitation was become a
nightmare and waterborne diseases like diarthea and zcabies became endemic. Many people
permanently moved onto embankments and roadside. Educational institutions severely
damaged and children were forced to discontinue education. Safe dnnking water was a rarity.
The unemployment situation was very high and people were migrating to town/cities in search
of livelihood. People in the flood-affected area became very vulnerable. In response to this
Uttaran undertook Relief Operation and post flood rehabilitation projects in the flood-affected
area with the support of Miserior, Oxfam GB, Trocaire and Action Aid. Uttaran operated Relief
and Rehabilitation activates in 8 Unions of Tala Upazla, 1 Union of Satkhira Sador Upazila in
Satkhira district, 7 Uniong of Keshebpur, 1 Union of Momirampur in Jezssore district and Afulia
Union of Dumuna Upazila in Khulna distnet.

Flood 2006 response of Uttaran has been given below;

48  Uttaran Annual Report 2006-07



A. Relief Operation:

1. Emergency shelter materials supply:

Most of the houses in the area are made of mud foundations and walls and tiled roofs. Many
houses were completely damaged by the tlood. The people took shelter beside the road. Uttaran
supplied plastic sheets, bamboo, rope and other matenals to 1017 famlies for making
temporary shelter, otherwise they had to live in open sky. This support gave secunty of the
homeless people from weather as well as nsk.

2. Food package supply:

A good number of people in the flood affected areas lost their house, crops, cattle, livestock, and
other belongings. They became jobless. As a result they passed their days without food or
inadequate food. To save the life of the vulnerable people, Uttaran supplied food package to
8740 families. Total food package supply was 366,600 H/H days. The food packages contained
rice, pulse, potato, edible oil, salt, baby food ete. The food package reduced vulnerability of the
people in flood-affected areas.

3. Non Food Items supply (NFI):

The people in the area are very poor, as they can’t cultivate their land due to water logging for
8-9 months in a year. No job 1s available in the area. 50 as a result the people are very poor in
the area. Moreover they had to leave behind all their domestic utensils, cloths and other nseful
things when come to the safe place for shelter, Most of their useful things were damaged,
Uttaran supplied NFI package to 4900 households. The package contained rice cook pot, pan,
bucket, plate jug, glass, shan, lungi, baby dress, stove, firewood, hurmicane, fire box etc. These
helped them to maintain a normal life.

4. Hygiene materials supply:

The flood affected area created unhvgieme environment. Water was polluted, rotten things
were laying here and there, clay, and dirty things were everywhere. The people were in risk to
maintain their health condition. Uttaran supplied water punfication tablets, laundry and bath
soape, sanitary napkins, ORS saline, alum etc. to 4900 families. The affected people were able
to maintain their health well.

B. Rehabilitation Activities:

1. Cash for work:

When the floodwater was drained out and/or dried up then the people who took shelter in
Schools, colleges, commuty healths centre, roadside and other safe places returned to thewr
home. Butthere was no job avalable in the area. Uttaran started the cash for work programmed
for the affected people. A total of 650 people, one from one household were provided job for
30 days. A total 19500 household days job were created through this activity. The objectives of
(Cash for Work are two-fold; one 18 income generation for meeting family needs and the second
18 repairing the deplorable roads, removing silt from the cannel, earth raising on public places
and school grounds ete. Each worker was paid Tk.70/ per day.
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2. Housing support:

Uttaran gelected 100 most vulnerable families for rebuilding their houses. The fammlies lived in
mud houses that were fully damaged by the flood. Their home vards were also under water.
The beneficianes took shelter in schools and in temporary make shad on roadside. They had no
capacity to rebuild their houses by themselves. Uttaran supplied bamboo, RCC pillars, bricks,
cement, sand and tiles for roof and accessones for rebwlding houses in their home vards.
Uttaran put an emphasis on building long lasting flood resistant houses. The floor of the houses
were raised above flood level, the outside of the foundation 15 covered with bncks wall for
protection of soil erosion by flood and used RCC pillars so that the housed do not e down in
flood or storm in future. Uttaran technical staff provided support to the homeowners when
houses were constructed. A sanitary latrine was also bmlt with each hounse. The beneficianes
have been happily living in their new houses ever since.

3. Sanitary latrine Support:

All the latrines in the flood-affected area were fully damaged. The people used open sky and/or
bushes as latrine. Women cannot use open sky for latrine purposzes in day  So they had to wail
up to dark for latnne uses, [t was a big problem for them. The people ived in nsk for sprning out
diseases in the area. The poor people were unable to reinstall their latrine due to lack of money.
Uttaran supphed five preces of concrete nngs and one slab for remstallation a sanitary latrme m
her homestead. Samtary latrine support has been given to 672 families.

4. Tube-well support:

There are not enough tube-wells in the area. Moreover the tube-wells are being drowned in
water lodging for most of the times of the year. The floodwater reached up to spout of the
tube-wells. So, the people had a problem of collecting safe dnnking water in the area. Surface
water in the area, used for cleamng, cooking and bathing became polluted. As a result, the
people suffered from water borne diseases. They collected drinking water from as far as 4-5 Km
away. For avalability of dnnking water in the areas, Uttaran installed 161 tube-wells in the
project areas. The tube-wells installed in a height of above flood level so that these do not affect
in flood in future. These have been installed in the palaces from where the villagers may collect
drinking water easily. The villagers bear the maintenance costs of the tube-wells together. In
average 30-40 honseholds are collecting eafe drinking water from one tube-well. About 6000
individual is getting safe drinking water from these tube-wells.

3. Livelihood support:
Uttaran provided hivelihood support to 500 households for their income generation. The support
was provided in different components. Specific support given can be seen in the list below:

a) Instruments for Drum party: 60 H'H
by Supply Dheki (Traditional paddy husking Tools): 80 H/H
¢) Sewing machine support : 100 H/H
d) Tools for Carpenters. Masons and Weavers: 90 H/H
¢) Fishing net and boat support; 170 H/H
500 H'H
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C. Education support:

1) Provided Examination fees:

The vulnerable families had no capacity to bear exammation fees of thewr children who would
appear in SSC and HSC examination. As a result the children were in direct nisk of getting
behind in their school year. Another problem is that the education syllabus changed for each
gsession. To help the students of S5C and HSC, Uttaran provided examination fees to 220
students, Az a result the students got opportunity to appear in the examination,

2) Supply education materials:

The flood damaged books of the students. It hampered to continue their study. The parents
were not able to purchase books and other educational matenals for their children due to lack of
money. Uttaran supplied books and other materials to 840 students from class 3 to clase 8. The
students were very happy and started to go to school again.

During the flood time, Uttaran published two types of poster for shelter people. The main
messages of these two posters were to descnibe how to prevent diahorea and use safe water in
all activilies.
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Food distribution during flood time
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Uttaran Fubhished poster on health

Monowara’s voice

Monowara lives in Pazia village of
Pazia umon of Keshabpur Upazila:
under Jeszore district. She is a separated
woman. She has one son and old father
and mother. She 18 the man
income-earning member of her family.
This vear flood she became jobless. She
15 selling snails and in an average eams
maximum 500-600 taka in a month. She
told us that if they did not get food
package, they could not manage their
food because of flood situation. At the
moment she believes that during the
time of digaster, some orgamzations like
Uttaran come forward to support the
affected people. She iz very much
grateful for receiving package support
of Oxfam GB through Uttaran.
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6. Good Governance and Democratization:

There are many formal structures of democracy in Bangladesh, but most of them function in an
undemocratic manner with very lumited transparency, accountability, responsiveness, and
openness to public input. The local government continues to remain an extension of the central
government in Bangladesh. Uttaran 1s consciously taking governance as crosscutfing strategies
to all its current 1mtiatives 1o ensure sustamability 1n the light of transparency, accountability
and local stakeholdership. Uttaran 15 actively implementing programs for strengthening local
government of Southwest Bangladesh, NGOs and greater civil society to contnbute in changing
the current role of the UPs towards becoming democratic, responsive, transparent and
accountable institutions.

In this reporting period, Uttaran has implemented trainings on Responsive Governance, Gender
base governance, Mediation, UP manual and Act, Gender and development, Women and child
rights, Participatory impact monitoring, Art of advocacy, Responsive governance workshops on
local resource mobilization, incorporation of social i1ssues in the Ups plan, freedom from
external influences of Ups. observed relevant international days and submitted Memorandum to
legal authonties, orgamized press conferences on social issues and challenges concermng
governance and local governments, which participated by journalists, UP members and civil
society orgamization leaders in the southwest region, reactivated, regulated and functioning the
activities of Distnict Legal Aid Committee and Village court by facilitating regular meeting,
sharing session, public hearing at UP level and continuing support to the victims for court cases.

Uttaran also facilitated the formation and strengthemng of Standing Commuttee through
conduct series of meeting at different level, given workshops on wvarious themes on
democratization and good govemance. These process were facilitated to increase
understanding on vanous issues and its underlying implications such as on environment,
climate change, gender, khash land recovery, women and cluld trafficking, quality primary
education, water and samitation etc,

7. IDRT: Building Capacity Tor Development Activists

Uttaram has incorporated capacity bumlding as an integral part of all its programs. The man
objective of the training division of Uttaran 1s fo strengthen the skill and knowledge of Uttaran
and other NGO staff as well as larger civil society actors.

To achieve the best results of the courses and to ensure the uniformity of all program
interventions, a need-based, leamer-centered, flexible and participatory approach iz adopted.
With this view in end, Uttaran carned out different learning approaches in its programes such as
brain storming, small and large group discussion, case study, field visit, role playing, mobile
plenary, simulation games, video demonstrations, open discussion, debates. seminars and
workshops.

Uttaran has a very good and furnished traiming and resource centre called the IDRT on the
riverbank of Kopatakha at Tala upazila under Satkhira district. The training hostel has 36 bed
accommodation facilities. It also has well equipped tramning halls, ibrary, audio-visual ads and
entertainment facilities.
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Unaran training centre al Tala, Satkhira

Uttaran uses it’s training to enhance the capaaities of its development partners. There are two
types of traimings provided for the development partners. The social sector training includes
basic concepts of human development, gender and development, human rights and legal aid,
prmary health care and environment education. The other sort of raimng lies with operational
and techmeal skll trmmng including account management, plant nursery, regenerative
agriculiure, fresh water aquaculture, duck raising, crab fattening, and poultry.
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PROPERTY AND ASSETS

Fixed Assets

Revaolving Loan Fund
Advances Accounts

Loan Account

Cash and bank Balances

TOTAL ASSETS
FUND AND LIABILITIES
Fund and Equity Account
Current Liabilities

Group Member Savings

TOTAL LIABILITIES

Director

Date: Dhaka, Bangladesh
February 04, 2008

MM HOSSAIN & CO

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

Uttaran

Tala, Satkhira

Balance Sheet as at 30 June 2007

2005-2006
Amount in Taka

16,835,484 54
32,081.315.00
864,228.76
690,937.00
13,321,335.81

63,793,301.11

MNotes 2006-2007
mAmnunt in Taka

13 17,485 437 .91
14 38,893,504 .00
16 864,.228.76
15 690 937.00
17 7.,962,508.00

65,896,615.67
10 43,750,991 .13
11 3,343,315.54
12 18,802,309.00

65,896,615.67

46,736.344 57

1,638,511.54
15417 .445.00

63,793,301.11

Coordinator (A&F)

Signed in terms of our separate report of even date annexed

MM HOSSAIN & CO
Chartered Accountants
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Uttaran
Tala, Satkhira

Income and Expenditures Accounts for the year ended 30 June 2007

INCOME MNotes 2006-2007 2005-20086
Amount in Taka Amount in Taka
Donor Grant Received 95,394 ,655.00 31,306,757 .97
Uttaran General Fund 1649 869.00 -
Owverhead Received 581.087.00 534387 00
Staff Contribution - 458.125.00
Other Income (MCP) 155,855.00 436,806.00
Service Charges 442832200 5,186,037.00
Other Received 2,732 228.00 1,403.023.00
Networking Income - 149,187.00
Bank Interest 80,013.00 22.302.85
TOTAL INCOME 103,562,029.00 39,496,635.82
EXPENDITURES
Personnel/Salary 19,960.598.00 13,779 876.00
Program Cost 64,595 937.00 15,108,736.00
Administrative Cost 14,488,398.81 9 827 687.11
Overhead Cost 991 ,087.00 448,874 00
Grant Refund - 857 ,226.00
Interest on Savings/CARE 1,348527.00 46,945.00
Depreciation 1.765,789.63 1,537,227 42
Surplus transferred to Balance Sheet 410,691.56 (2,309,935.71)
TOTAL EXPEMDITURES 103,562,029.00 39,496,635.82
Director Coordinator (A&F)

Date: Dhaka, Bangladesh
February 04, 2008

MM HOSSAIN & CO
CHARTERED ACCOLUNTANTS
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Uttaran

Tala, Satkhira

Receipts and Payments Accounts for the year ended 30 June 2007

RECEIPTS MNotes 2006-2007 2005-2006
Amount in Taka Amount in Taka
Opening balances 18 13.321,335.81 10,043,001.26
Donor Grant Received 19 95,394 655.00 31,306, 757.97
Uttaran General Fund 20 169,869 00 -
Overhead Received 581.087.00 534 ,397.00
Other Income 23 2.621,288.00 894,931.00
Loan Account - 886.298.00
Fund Received - 11,788,978.90
Savings and Credit Program 21 45 .890,634.00 46,103,664.00
MNetworking Income - 149,187.00
Loan Received (Outside) 24 392,807.00 -
Advance Realization 51,227.00
Bank Interest 22 a0,013.00 22.302.85
Gratuity Fund Received 456,836.00 -
TOTAL RECEIPTS 162,928,625.81 101,780,744.98
PAYMENTS
Personnel/Salary 26 19,960,598.00 13,779,876.00
Program Cost 25 689 588.676.00 12,108,736.00
Administrative Cost 27 10 464 524 81 9927 687 .11
Capital Cost 28 2415,743.00 2,002 743.00
Grant Refund/Adjusted 514 567 .00 G57¥.226.00
Loan Account 29 1,034 540.00 3,526,257 .06
Gratuity Fund Refund 585,8559.00 141.887.00
Overhead Cost 991,087.00 448 874.00
Savings and Credit Program 30 49 200,523.00 42.476,123.00
Dues Refund to SCUU 100,000.00 -
Closing Balances 18 7.962 508.00 13.321,335.81
TOTAL PAYMENTS 162,928,625.81 101,780,744.98
Director Coordinator {A&F)
Examined and found correct
Date: Dhaka, Bangladesh MM HOSSAIN & CO
February 04, 2008 Chartered Accountants

MM HOSSAIN & CO
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
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Donor Grant Received

Name of Donors

2006-2007
Amount in Taka

2005-2006
Amount in Taka

Manusher Jonno (APAR) 11.997.315.00 11,184.824.00
European Union (CRAB) 6,304,3582.00 -
European Union (CAP) 10,839,466 .00 -
European Union/WJCC (Lobster) 1,000,000.00 -
ActionAid Bangladesh (Livehood Munshigonj) 1,549,424 00 1,176,536.00
ActionAid Bangladesh (Livehood Dacop) - 1,328,617.00
ActionAid Bangladesh {Sanitation Project) . 500,000.00
ActionAid Bangladesh (DA) 5,001,374 .00 5,701,721.00
ActionAid Bangladesh (CEF) 231,252.00 1,573,305.00
ActionAid Bangladesh (FoSHol) 3,704,447 00 3,618,792.00
ActionAid Bangladesh (Sponsoship) - 22,702.00
ActionAid Bangladesh (Relief Activities) 7.885,216.00 -
MISEREOR (Regular Project Activities) 1.304,723.00 1,.210,116.00
MISEREOR (Relief Activities) 956,925.00 -
Oxfam-GB (Regular Project Activities) 1.788,112.00 938,049.00
Oxfam-GB (Relief Activities) 7.206,250.00 -
Oxfam-GB (ECHO Relief Activities) 17.500,000,00 -
CDMP 2.549.860.00 -
CARE RVCC - 121,058.00
TROCAIRE (Regular Project Activities) - 1,262,885.00
TROCAIRE (Relief Activities) 6,751,168.00 -
CIDA Election 1,356,411.00 -
CIDA Gender 1.179,166.00 -
JOCS-Relief Activities 433.118.00 -
SSI-BCCC 1.869,710.00 1,874777.00
Arrannyak Foundation {Coastal) 683,237.00 -
Arrannyak Foundation {Agro Forestry) 228,582.00 -
Japan Bangladesh Friendship Society/M.College 589,146.00 -
The Asia Foundation (Election) 1.098,727.00 -
OPEC-ASEH 1.363,644.00 -
AED - 394,623.00
NGO Forum/Khodama - 347,5637.97
Forest Department - 51,215.00
SAP 25,000.00 -
TOTAL TAKA 85,394,655.00 31,306,757.97
Director Coordinator (A&F)

Examined and found correct

Date: Dhaka, Bangladesh
February 17, 2007

MM HOSSAIN & CO
Chartered Accountants
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rights to end poverty
actionaid

bangladesh

18 Magh 1413 .
3 January 2007

The Deputy Commissioner
Deputy Commisioner's Office
Satkhira

Suly: An appeal for Mr. Shahidul Islam, Executive Director, Uutaran

Dwear Sir
Greetings from ActionAnd Bangladesh (AAB).

We have come to know from the newspaper that the Director of Uttaran, Mr. Shahidul
Islam has been arrested and put under detention for one month. This ix indeed shocking

news for us.,

Uttaran is a pantner of ActionAid Bangladesh for the last 8 years. Before sclecting partner,
AAB pocs through an extensive scrutiny process to find the most svitable partner in term
ol honesty, transparency and capacity. Uttaran had go to through such a scrutiny process
amd the organization as well as its Director proved himself 1n be honest, transparent and

most devoted 1o the welfare of the poor people.

Uttaran has commitment to land rights issues ir regards to landless and poor peoples in
the area of Satkhira and Khulna. The organization, led by Mr. Shahidul Islam, has so far
showin optimum commitment to changing the lot of landless people by the covering Khas
land and distributing them among the have-nots. So far as many as 26000 poor peoples,
mostly women of Satkhira and Khulna have been benefited from receiving Khas land
which has given them the opportunity of better livelihood options. AAB is very satisfied
with the performance of UTTARAN and the commitment of its director. .

So far our knowledge goes, we have not foud Mr Shahidul Islam having adapted any non-
transparent and unfair means in dealing with the program activities of different donors
including ours. We strongly believe that Mr Shahidul Islam is an activist with the devotion
1o the wellare of the poor people and posses an honest disposition of the highest order.
Uttaran is also implementing, in joint partnership w with ActionAid Bangladesh, an
emergency project in the waterlogged area in Satkhira. Because of his arrest that entire
wok and its progress has been halted and programme beneficiaries are suffering.
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rights to end poverty -
actonaid

Therelore, the tribulation he 15 now suffering due 1o the arrest 18 very unflorunae. We
appeal to you fur his carly release, humane trearment during his detention and no further
extension of detention, It would be very sad for an honest man like him o be punihed for
any unfounded crime.

We are quite aware of your sympathy 1 imnocemt people amd hope you woukl be kind
enough to consider our appeal with maximum feelings and treat Mr Shahidul with honour
and dignity.

Looking forward to your heartiest cooperation in this regard.

Thanking you

Sincergly yours
(o))

Shoaib Siddiqui
Interim Country Dircctor
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Dank Intormabion Cente . Emvironmental Law

6.2

Ambassador Shamsher M. Chowdhury
Embassy of Bangladesh

3510 International Drive, NW
Washington, DC 20008, USA

February 1, 2007

Dear Ambassador Chowdhury,

We are wriling 10 express our extreme concern over the arbitrary detention of Mr.
Shahidul Islam by authorities in Bangladesh and 10 request your immediate efforts for his
release.

Mr. Shahidul Islam is a leading human rights defender and the Executive Director of
Unaran, a non-governmental organization based in Satkhira in the southwest coastal
region of Bangladesh. Besides working on issues related to land, water, and rivers, Mr.
Shahidul has been an important advocate for the protection of people's rights in relation
10 the Khulna-Jessore Drainage Rehabilitation Project (KJDRP), funded by the Asian
Development Bank (ADB).

According to available information, on January 27, 2007, members of the military
detained Mr. Islam from the Uttaran training centre in Tala Upazilla and brought him to
an interrogation cell, where he was allegedly tortured. On the same day, the military
handed Mr. Islam over to the local police station.

On January 28, 2007, Mr. Shahidul Islam was given a one month detention order under
the so-called Special Powers Act and was sent to jail. No official charges were brought
against him.

The Special Powers Act 1974 provides for the detention of individuals who might

commit “prejudicial acts” against the State. Under Section 2(f) of the Act, “prejudicial
acts™ include those that “prejudice the sovereignty or defence of Bangladesh,” “prejudice
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the secunity of Bangladesh or endanger public safety or the maintenance of public order,”
“create or excite feelings of enmity or hatred among various communities, classes, or
sections or people,” and “cause fear or alarm to the public.”

According to the United Nations Development Program, “The definition of *prejudicial
acts’ as provided by the Act is...vague and open to interpretation by Government and its
Executive...and may be interpreted rather widely. The magistrates, upon the advice of
the police and instigation of the political party in power, frequently use the legislation to
suppress political opposition and party workers....The Act constitutes a great injustice
upon the person detained, as the order is always passed in the absence of the individual,
without even giving that person the opportunity to state their case before being
detained.”’ The UNDP determined that such a lack of attention to due process means that
“it would not be an exaggeration to say that the Special Powers Act of 1974 is one of the
most inhumane security laws in Bangladesh.™

We, the undersigned organizations, express our deepest concern regarding the detention
of Mr. Shahidul Islam and fear for his physical and psychological integrity. We also
consider his arbitrary detention as a violation of his basic human rights.

We call on your Excellency to:

I. take all necessary measures to guarantee, in all circumstances, the physical and
psychological integrity of Mr. Shahidul Islam;

il. secure the release of Mr. Shahidul Islam immediately and unconditionally, as his
detention is arbitrary;

1. seek an order that initiates an immediate, independent and impartial investigation
into the allegations of torture of Mr. Shahidul Islam in order 1o identify those
responsible, bring them to justice and sentence them according to law;

v, seck an end to all acts of harassment against Mr. Shahidul Islam, as well as
against any human rights defenders in Bangladesh;

V. seek to ensure that authorities comply with the provisions of the Declaration on
Human Rights Defenders adopted by the UN General Assembly on December 9,
1998;

vi.  seek to ensure respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms in accordance

with the Universal Declaration on Human Rights and other interational human
rights instruments ratified by Bangladesh.

' United Nations Development Program. 2002. Human Security in Bangladesh: In Search of Justice and
Pignit:.n hitp://www.un-bd.org/undp/info/hsr/
Ibid.
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Thank you for your attention to this urgent appeal.

Uikl By0gcn /_A YT o

Peter Bosshard, Policy Director Jennifer Kalafut, Senior Associate
Intermational Rivers Network Bank Information Center
Berkeley, CA, USA Washington, DC, USA
3 .J. g '/ - /

o i ;}
Joanna Levitt, Director of Programs Peter O Drniscoll, Executive Direclor
International Accountability Project ActionAid International USA
Berkeley, CA, USA Washington, DC, USA

{2

Anne Perrault, Senior Attorney
Center for International Environmental Law
Washington, DC, USA
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Bangladesh

Death in custody and reports of torture

Human rights activist Shahidul Islam

According 1o testimony received by Amnesty International, Shahidul Islam, the founding
director of Littaran, a non-governmental organizauon (NGO) working [or the social and
economic empowermenl of poor and disadvaniaged communitics in the western districts of
khulna, Satkhira and Jessore. was arrested and taken into Joint Forces' custady on 27 January
2007,

He was brought by a military jeep to a temporary army camp near the Tala B Dey
Boy's School in Satkhira District. Untaran staff members, who gathered in front of the school
bunlding. reported that they heard Shahidul Islam being beaten inside the camp. Several days
later when Shahidul Islam was allowed to have visitors, he had been sey ercly beaten on his
legs and his back as Joimt Forces personnel accused him of possessing illegal weapons His
injurics from torure were reportedly serious, and he was sent to Satkhira Sadar Hospital tor
treatment. He was Iater returned 1o Satkhira District Jail where he remains.

Following arrest, he was served with a Detention Order under the Special Powers Act
(5PA) on the unspecific grounds that he had “engaged in acts of terrorism and had harboured
wirornts™, Utaran collcagues and prominent personalitics from other NGOs who know
Shahidul Islam well have refuted the allegation and have called for his release. Police
subsequently filed several crimuinal charges agamst him, apparently as additional means of
securing his contimied detention,

Amnesty International 1s unaware of any imvestigation as yet conducted into the
reported torture of Shahidul Islam, or of any suspected perpetrators being brought 10 justice.

Background

On 11 January 2007 Presidemt Tuddin Ahmed declared a stare of emergency Tollowing weeks
of violent election-related clashes between the supporters of the former ruling coalimion and
supporters ol parties opposing them. Elections scheduled for 22 January were postponed
mdelnitely and a new civihan Carctaker government. backed by the army. swormn m. Under
the Emergency, political rallics and other polincal activity were banned, and some restnictions
were imposed on the right 10 freedom of expression.

Acvording 1o reports n the Bangladesh media, more than 100,000 people have been
detamed, often in mass arrests, smee carly January. Arrests, wsually conducted by army
personncl, are on grounds of alleged corruption or crinunal activiry. Many of the detainees are
behieved to have been released but Amnesty International has not been able 1o establish the
rotal number of those who remain in detention. Among the detanees are reportedly more than
130 policians and businessmen arrested on charges of corruption.

Amnesty International recommendations

Regarding the death in custody of Cholesh Richil, Amnesty International is
urging the Caretaker Government of Bangladesh to:

Amnesly Inlernational 10 May 2007 Al Index: ASA 130052007
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Bangladesh: Death in cuslody

Make public the terms of reference of the judicial commission formed 10 iny eshigate
the Jeath in custady of Cholesh Richal,

Ensure that its mandalte is extended 10 cover allegations of wrture of Tolhn Hadima.
Piren Simsung. and Protap Jambila.

Ensure that all witnesses are able to submit evidence to the commission withour lear
or threat of reprisal,

Ensure that its findings and the report that it will submit to the government will be
made public.

Ensure that those idennified as responsible for the death in custody of Cholesh Richil
are brought to justice in a fair trial without delay.

Regarding the alleged torture of Shahidul Islam, Amnesty International
urging the Caretaker Government of Bangladesh to:

Insutute an independent and impartial investigation into the allegations that Shahidul
Islam has been tortured.

Ensure that the terms of reference of the investigation imcludes aceess 1o the Jomt
Forces personnel accused of mvolvement in torture, Fnosure that all winesses,
ncluding family members and human nights defenders are protected by the Carctaker
government against possible reprisal by the perpetrators of torwre.

Ensure that the outcome of the investigauon is made public, and those identified as
perpetrators of torture of the Shahidul 1slam are broughl o justice in a fair tral.

Amnesty International’s recommendations on the prevention of torture in
Bangladesh:

Amnesty International 1s urging the Caretaker government 1o

Esiablish clear and enforceable safeguards agamst abuse of adminisirative delention
procedures during the state of emergency which resultin torure.

Publicly declare that all reports and complaints of torture must be promptly,
thoroughly. independently and impartially wwestigated. A clear and unequivocal
message should be given to the army. police and other secunity agencies that torture 1%
a prohibited act, that it plays no part in the combating of ¢rime or the mamtenance of
public order, and that it will never be tolerated.

Take urgenl steps lo ensure access 1o detainees, especially during perieds of custodual
mterrogation, Relatives, doctors and lawyers should have access to detainees withowt
delay and regularly thereafier.
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B&th ENDS

Enviranment and Developmant Service

H.E. Mrs. B. Ferrero-Waldner

European Commissioner for External Relations
Telefax: +32 22981299

Cc.: e-mail: benita.ferrero-waldner@ec.europa.eu

Date; 1 February 2007
Subject: Detainment of Bangladeshi Director of NGO, Mr. Shalidul islam

Your Excellency,

I write this latter as Director of Both ENDS and.on behalf of BOOM, the Dutch network of NGOs
in support of development and human rights in Bangladesh. BOOM ("Bangladesh Overieg
Ontwikkelingssamenwerking en Mensenrechten™) consists of the following members: Oxfam
MNovib, Cordaid, ICCQ, Plan Nederland, Amnesty International NL (observer status), Both
ENDS, Simavi, Wemos and Bangladesh People “s Solidarity Centre,

BOOM cooperates with counterpart organisations in Bangladesh and conducts at several policy
levels a dialogue with the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, as weil as with several European
Directorates. :

Last October BOOM organized an experts” meeting in the European Parliament, sharing the
latest information about the irreqularities in the Bangladesh election process,

MNow, with urgency, we would like to raise your conceérns regarding the arrest that took place
on Saturday 27 January of a Bangladeshi partner of Both ENDS, the Executive Director
Shahidul Islam of the local organisation Uttaran in Tala, SW Bangladesh. Mr, Shahidul Islam.
was taken by the army and detained without charge in the local police station of Tala (Tala
Thana). No official charge against him has been issued. In the mean time he is imprisoned for
one month and he has been taken to hospital for injuries sustained from possibly having been
tortured. '

At this moment we want to express our serious concerns about the detention and the well
being of Mr. Shahidul Islam. [ request you to urgently undertake action towards the
responsible Bangladeshi Authorities, and to refer to the following article 1 in the EU -
Bangladeshi Cooperation Agreement;

"The serious deterioration of the human rights situation in Bangladesh warrants urgent EU
Initiatives to give substance to article 1 of the EU-Bangladesh Cooperation Agreement. We
tharefore call on the FU to propose to the Council of Ministers and the European Commission
concrete mechanisms to regularly assess compliance with Article 1 Ly all contracting parties Lo
the EU-Bangladesh Cooperation Agreement, with a view to bringing about verifiable progress.
These should include: regular and impartial monitoring of developments in the field of human
rights and civil liberties; monitoring of the extent to which NGOs are free to act and speak out
in defence of the rights of others; 1ssuing specific recommendations, compliance with which
can be regularly measured, that these are aimed at improving the human rights situation and
take into account the recommendations made by the UN human rights bodies about the
country concerned, make appropriate démarches towards Bangladesh in individual cases
where violations of basic human rights standards have taken place; making the assessment of
compliance with Article 1 a separate agenda item in all meetings held under the Agreement.”

Baot L Pl b inoes +31 20 62308 23
Niguwe Kelzersgracht 45 ‘clitar #31 20 620 B0 49
1018 VC Amsterdam vl info@bothends.org
The Netherlands o 1v ol wiww Dothends.org
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B&th ENDS

Environment and Development Service

A letter with an equal scope has been sent to the Dutch Ambassador in Dhaka and to the.
Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs in The Hague.

My colleague Pieter Jansen and I are willing to inform you further if fiecessary.

Yours sincerely,

Algo on behalf of BOOM,

Sjef Langeveld
Director Both ENDS

o
Mr, L. Michel, European Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid.

Mr. B. Bot, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands.
Mrs. A, M, A, van Ardenne, Minister for Development Cooperation of the Netherlands.

CRURRTLE ; e s =31 2062308 23
, Nieuwe Kelzersgracht 45 v #3120 6208049

1018 VC Amsterdam « = u info@bothends.org

The Hetherlands ot vy, DOLhe NG S 06
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Mrs Dora Rapold
Ambassador
Embassy of Switzeriand
Banani, Dhaka
Bangladesh

27 February 2007

Subject: Detention of Mr Shahidul Islam, Director of Uttaran, EdM’s former partner in
Bangladesh

Dear Mrs. Rapoid,

and lo reques! your support in securing his immediate and unconditional release. We have
been informed that he was taken to an interrogation cell and has been allegedly tortured.
Manmmmrﬂmsmmm;mdwmwmwww
month delenbon.

We call on your assistance to urge the Bangladesh authorities lo:

1. Take all necessary measure to guarantee, in all circumstances, the physical and
psychological integrity of Mr Shahidul Islam;

2 Release Mr Shahidul Islam immediately and unconditionally, as his detention
appears to be arbitrary,

3. Order an immediate, independent and impartial investigation into the allegations
of torture of Mr Shahidul Isiam in order to identify those responsible, bring them 1o
justice and sentence them according 1o law.

4 Put an end to all acts of harassment against Mr Shahidul Isiam, as well as against
any human nights defender in Bangladesh;

5. Comply with the provisions of the Declaration on Human Rights Defenders
adopted by the UN general Assembly on December 9, 1998, in particular, article
1, which states that “everyone has the right individually or collectively. to promote
the protection and fulfilment of human rights and fundamental freedoms at the

national and intermnational levels®, as well as article 12.2, which provides that “the f

® re
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State shall take all necessary measures 1o ensure the protection by the competent
authonties of everyone, individually or in association with others, against any
violence, threals, retaliation, de faclo or de jure adverse discrimination, pressure
or any other arbitrary action as a consequence of his or her legitimate exercise of
the rights referred to in the present Declaration™;

6. Guarantee the respect of human rights and fundamental freedoms in accordance
with the Universal Deciaration on Human Rights and other international human
nghts instruments ratified by Bangladesh.

Please do not hesitate to contact Ms. Lily Jebunnessa in our Dhaka office should you require
further information.

The Swiss Embassy’s support in this most urgent matter is much appreciated,

Yours sincerely,
!
: o 7 WSS e
Carlo % EMH Haemmig
Secretary Programme uiﬁmr for Bangiad&sh
L P
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Mr Shahidul Islam
Dwreclor
Uttaran

Bangiadesh
16/10/07

Dear Mr Islam,

| am delighted to inform you that the Board of Trustees of Front Line has approved a
partial grant of €2000 for medical treatment for you in Chennai.

This grant is given on condition thal you have raised the remainder of the cost of the
treatment from other sources. We look forward to receiving a financial and narrative report
on use of the grant inciuding all receipts 3 months from today.

Please let me know the best way for you lo receive the money - for a bank transfer we
need the name and address of the bank, name and number of the account and the sor
code/ or for western union we need the full name of the person to collect the money and in
what city.

Please sign below lo confirm that you accept the terms of this grant and return one copy of
this letter to our office.

We wish you every success in your future work in Human Rights.
With besl wishes,

Tara Madden
Grants Officer

Please sign below to confirm acceptance of the terms of this grant:

Stat: Lo 20.10. 03
Signature Date
From Lom Do of Tnasoses
Frosl Line (sacerstep Cooed

AN ARTrpe, FoDon fuorer, Borg, Hin oenomn The 14 D Lama, Torem Gnammn, IO L 0uroes S, Wngen SA.ta Vaasra, Aooitc Porer (aogured, Cesmona Lt
Fsgeens Craey Numter O=Y 18005
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To; District Commissioner
Satkhira District 1503 RD  Utrecht
Eanglﬂdﬁﬁh The Motheriandy

PO, Dox 81949
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Utrecht, February 1, 2007

Qur reference TtB-AZEO/MNvdP/JvDidecos 333
Subject letter of appreciation for Uttaran
Direct dial number  (030) 69 2 7845

E-mail nellie.van.der.Pasch@icco.nl

Dear Sir,

Through this letter of appreciation we would like to bring the following to
your kind notice.

ICCO, a Dutch Development Aid organisation, has been supporting Uttaran
in Satkhira since 1993, From this time onwards ICCO, as longstanding
partner of Uttaran, has had intensive contact with Uttaran, its staff and
especially its director Mr Shahidul Islam. Over all these years we kept
appreciating the tremendous work that Uttaran is fulfilling in the district,
including poverty allevialion and social justice matters. Particularly Mr
Shahidul Islam has been the driving force for Uttaran over all these years
and ICCO feels that his energy, his courage and his commitment to the
wellbeing of the poorest people in the district and Bangladesh in general is
commendable and an example of Bangladesh citizens’ strong commitment
to poverty alleviation. He has been with the people in difficult times and has
strengthened them in many ways to get access to basic services and
increase their living standard,

ICCC would like to share this feeling of appreciation with you and your staff
and would welcome any action from your side which ensures that Mr
Shahidul Islam and his staff can keep on fulfilling their role in Bangladesh
society. Uttaran and its staff and particularly Mr Shahidul Islam deserve all
positive attention from the local and district government since Uttaran has
been instrumental in many ways to assure that the development goals of
the Government of Bangladesh are within reach
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ICCO would like to learn from the District Commissicon in Satkhira which
steps will be taken to secure the role and position of Mr Shahidul Islam in
Bangladesh society and to ensure that he and his staff can continue their
impressive work today and in the coming future. We welcome any
comrespondence with you on this matter. Your early action is very much
appreciated.

|
gichura:h Qrganisation }9{ Development Co-operation

\

(NN
w {prl ng/ / m{ﬂf \
wattorFordign Department '\

ICCO MNetherlands
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Dated 200702/01
Search Shorfrufs

My FPhotos Mr, Taro Aso. The Minisler of Foreign Affairs

Miv ATlclcnts, Mr, Masayuki Inoue, the Honorable Japanese Ambassador 1o Bangladesh,

H B g
. oub: Regarding the human righls violalions i Bangladesn.
» ' : '
e’ 1, |‘| i
Oear Sirs,

J 1 | SPN ]

n Ik i 1M |

We would like 10 bring 1o your atlention the human rights viclations taking place in
Bangladesh ever sincg the declaration of a state of emergency. The newspapers and
other media have reported that about 33 000 people have been arrested since the
declaration of emergency.|1] We have information from the local NGOs that mone than
1800 active NGO personnel have been arrested or resirained by organizations related lo
the army and some of the Glizens are undergoing extreme torture,

Mr Shahidul Islam, a representative of the Bangladesh NGO Uttaran}Z| (a member of
the international NGO network), is also one of the people arrested and lortured.
According 1o a local NGO the following resiraints and torture were carried out with any
warrant

Imp:a'f‘u:-:.I'SS?.m:li!.}':lhm:-.u:nrm’ytmEh{:chIlcr?Msgld=;1194 7737135 209103 1856 9778... 27372007
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O+ On 200771427 (5at) 9.30am (Bangladesh time), Mr. Shahidul Islam
was laken away by army personnel fram the Uttarar office in Satkhira and
detained by army.

O+ Same aflernoon, Mr. Shahidul [slam was handed over lo the police
and was later in the night police senl him in the district jail of Satkhira with one
month delention

Oe _ Quring his confinement he was tortured for more than 2 hours by
the joint forces, under the direction of the army lroops

e The prison authgrities are not allowing Mr. Shahidul Islam's
medical examinabon by a doclor in spite of his bad condilion.

According 10 newspaper reports, arrests simiar 1o the one described above, without
stating the reason and without any arres! warta! ar~1aving place Also due to the
declaration of a stale of emergency wnere the basic human nghls of the cilizens are
suspended,[3] all activities for the release of Mr. Shahidul Islam are reslnicied as well,
We believe thal these are considerable human rights violation. We have information
from Eurcpean NGOs that the Eurcpean Union's Delegalion to Bangladesh is making
efforis to deal with this situation.

in the ODA Charter of Japan, as a part of lhe general rules for execution of
support/lurtherance, "the promotion of the democratization in developing counltries” and
“sufficient atlention 1o be paid for basic human rights and the guarantee of freedom ",
have been clearly defined and prudent measures laken regarding provision of
;Tdrw:annma !wmrﬁ; with senious human rights violalions have been praised [4] In

ition, Mr. . the Foresgn Minisler has said thal "Japan will develops diplomacy
based on ‘universal valuu:fgwhb:h ncludes human ﬁghi"if in his speech(hH].

Thus, we expect the following action from the Japanese Government in this regard

1 Verification of basic human nghts and the guarantee of freedom in Bangladesh.

2 Iitis judged that the basic human rights and freedom is not guaranteed then the
Japanese Government should publicly express iis concem and pressure the
Bangladesh govermnment works towards the improvement in the conditions.

3. Even after following the above approach, if the situation in Bangladesh does not
change, then barring the humanitarian aid, the new QDA provisions to Bangladesh
should be suspended.

We keenly awail your response and swifl action in this pressing malter

p/fus £557.mail vahoo com/ym/ShowLetter?Msgld=4194 7737135 209103 1856 9778... 2/3/2007
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Thugking you,

Yours sincerely,

Miwa Fujinuma
Program Stafl
Japan Center for a Sustainable Environment and Society

(JACSES)
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29 January 2007

The Deputy Commissioner
Deputy Commissioner's Office
Shalihira

Sub: An appeal for Mr Shahidul islam, Executive Director, Uttaran

Dear Sir,
Grealings from Manusher Jonno Foundabe: (1.s ,

Weo have coma o know from the newspaper that the Executive Director of Uttaran, Mr Shahidul lskun tor.
been arrested and pul under detention for one monih. This i indoed a shocking news for us

Uttaran Is a partiner of MJF for the las! 3 years Beloo: sehocting paniners, MJF goes through an ¢<h-
scruliny process 1o find the mos! suilable partnary m ks of nonesly, riansparency and capacly . 4
had to go through such a scrutiny process and e meganizabon as well 38 its Execulive Direcior |-
itself 1o be honest, transparent and mast dévolid 1 e walfare of the poor paopie.

Uttaran has commitment 1o land nghls ssuis =1 icamd 1o lendioss and poor people in Iha ..
Shalihira and Khuina. The organisation, lod by hir Slisinlul kiam, has so far shown oplimurn conuisdii., i
to changing the lot of the landiess paople by recowering Khas lands and distributing them among lhw 1 s
nots. So far as muny as 26,000 poor people, mastly wormen, of Shatkhira and Khuina have been bonclilea
from receiving Khas land which gives them the opportunity of befter ivelihcods oplions. MJF s wory
satisfied with the performance of Uttaran and the commitment of its Executve Direclor.

So for our knowledge goes, we have not found hir Stnidul Islam having adopled any un-lransparons du.
unfalr means in doaling with the programmy aclivibus of dGillerent donors inciuding ours. We stiuoy),
believe that Mr Shahidul lsiam ks an Bctivis! wilh his dovolion 10 the welfare of the poos peoph: .usi
possesses an hones! disposibon of the highes! vrder.

Therelore, the tribulations he s now sullering due o e arres! s very unfortunale. We appeal 10 you ks
his earty release, humane treatment during his dalenbon and nd further extension of defontion It would be
very sad for an honest man ke him to be punished for any unfounded crime,

We are quite aware of your sympathy o innocent peopie and hope you would be kind enough 10 coir > & ¢
pur appeal with maximum leelings and lreal Mr Shaiudul islan wilh honour and dandy

Looking forward 1o you heates! COOPeration in s we,.als
With sincere thanks,

Maikicsews) b

Shaheen Anam
Executive Diractor

YManviher Jonno Foondalion

Hoase §3% Koail | Bk b, Ramamd Slode] Towm IMyaks |10 Nonslalesh [hene © SIWS SXIOTAY, XXELIGL, NS00, } il - mlobroaneds r dhsl 5 st

Wirbraie . woww mamgsher.org
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FISEELOR MoractstraBe 3 33085 Apcven DEUTSCRLAND BIHR HILFSWERK Yiweve misereor de
To:
District Commissioner
Satkhira District
Bangladesh
12.02.07
Broe

Letter of Appreciation for Uttaran

Dear Sir,
Through this letter we would like to bring the following to your kind notice.

Misereor, a German development aid organisation, has been working with Uttaran since 1996 in a
longstanding partnership.

Over the years our appreciation and trust towards the work of the staff and especially the Executive
Director of the organisatin, Mr. Shahidul Islam, has grown substantially. We very much appreciate
and trust in the strong commitment of Uttaran and its Director for the welfare of the poorest
members of sociely in Bangladesh and Satkhira District. Mr. Shahidul Islam has proven his strong
commitment in various ways and at different times very strongly and has been with the people when
the need was greatest and times were mast difficult.

Dear Sir, we trust and hope that your kind <elf and your staff do the utmost to support Mr, Shahidul
Istam and his staff to further on work for the people of Bangladesh and to accomplish their role in
Bangladesh sociely especially with regard to their commitment in fulfilling the development goals of
the Government of Bangladesh, Mr. Shahidul islam and the staff of Uttaran are worthy of all positive
attention from the Local and District Government to realize these goals.

In this spirit we remain

yours sincerely,
For Misereor

e S
E{q VL XYEECAL (et

Dr. Ulrich Fuesse Corinna Broeckmann
(Head, Asta Departman (Progremme Offi¢er for Bargladesh, Nopal and S0l Lanka)

Spendenkonts 10 1010
FaiHank Aachen
BLZ 3?0601 93
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dangladesh Programme HBangladesh Programmae
G.P D BHoax SAR Housgso 4 Roaad 3 Block |
Ohabka-1000 Bananl, Dhaka-1293

Hangladosh Bangladaoah
Tel. +880 2 8813607-9, 8624440
Fax: +880 2 6817402

E-mail. oxfambdioxfam.org. uk
Webhaite. hilp:iwww.oxfam org.uk

January 31, 2007

To
The Deputy Commissioner
Satkhira
Detention of Mr. Shahidul Islam, Director, Uttaran
D¢ar Sar,

At Oxfam GB, we were very concerned to hear from the media about the arrest of Mr,
Islam, his torture and subsequent detention.

As you may be awarce, Oxfam GB has been working for the poor and downtrodden
citizens of Bangladesh since 1971, We have had a very valued partnership with the
Governmemt of Bangladesh over all these years.

Uttaran is one of our pariner NGOs in Bangladesh, Mr. Islam as a trusted partnet and
commitied activist, working for the poor, landless and Nood afTected in that area, was
one of the major rcasons for Oxfam GB to decide to work with Ullaran. We 'do
believe that Mr. Islam and Uttaran, have been carrying oul very noble work in"the
interests of Bangladesh and its poorer citizens.

Just today, Uttaran has completed a major Mood response project co-funded by Oxfhn
GR and ECHO 1o asgist 7,600 families in the Satkhira area.

| would therefore eamestly request you 1o kindly consider all these issues and review
Mr. Islam's case for carly release. We also pray that you lake sleps to ensure that MfF.
Ixlam 12 well treuted by all concemed during his detention and that his detention is not

extended under any circumsiances.

Being a pariner in development and no doubt well aware of the facts in the matter, we
do hope that you will take early and concerted steps to end this unjustified treatment

of Mr, Islam,

Thanking you and with our regards

Yours sincerely

Country Represeniative
Oxlam GB

Fourdod in 1942, Ondam GB is a momber of Ondam intemational. A company mied Uy guarantoo and regestened in England Mo, 612172
Regtered Office Ondam House, John Seith Drvve, Cowley, Ondord OX4 2JY, UM Rogetered Charfty No. 202918 Oxfam is registered in Bangiadesh under
the Forespn Donatons (Yoluntary Acvities ) Reguiaton FRiules 1978 and the Foresgn Contributons (Reguiation) Ordinance, 1882
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D, 0. 00007

Detpntion of bir. Snahidul kelam, Oirector of Uttaran

Dear Mr. Caso Santarel and Ma. Elisebeth Hasmmig.
1 woLle ke 1D thark you for your aher dazea 27 Sebruary 2007, on Ne aDaVe suDHRC.

The areal and deteion of M. Ehandyl lalam. Dreclor of NGO LUtwun, nas been widely
prepertad in tha mecha. Difforent ¢roups Rehudiog civil socety mambaets, rabonal 8°a Frem Rlicnal
NGDw. Aunan rights arpanizatans have sxprasse thell concoms end Nave appeakod tor hig
imreden wieads.

| RAve Detn ciosaly IOlowinp he cavalapmanta in Ik regard, Howsver, 4p a fareign miBs’on. we
are nol in posiion 10 Mervena In & papding cass concaning a Bangiadeshi CTIZeN, wrioLt Knowing

e fuk beckground and et e relever Ladis.

! REvA INB LA oat negard tor Vr. lelam and e Yalashs tonlriutions ne hed mede for the caves of
G de peOpe in hig arsa The overwhalming soldarily thd has been ahcwn by you AN MANY
ther OrpENUEDONS i BT Die laaeme™t in hg Lavour.

Respedt of fundamentsl human fights & ona of 1he main elements of Swiss Fargign Peficy. For hia
reason | will poniings 10 caefldy mordtnr This CAss and aed the overdli sdustion = Bangadeah.

Ploase accept the sssurencas of my hghast Song iceaian.

Bnceraly Yours,
THE AMBASSADOR OF BWITZERLAND

ﬂ/fc?/sg/{_/:- /

Dore Rapold

Foed 18 Holds 3B
Comzng 1313

Sarar! F.O. Box B10C
Deaia 1245

Paphe «M0-3-047 -4 M, For «8i0 388872
‘i gt i P e =37 1 g e AR il ThUheg
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OurWorld: SIT alum detained and tortured in Bangladesh

Page 1 of 2

World Learning
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Next Steps
My Profile

Take Action
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Phone:
B02 2577751

Kipling Road, P.O. Box 676.
Brattleboro, Vermont USA
05302-06076

http:/fourworld. worldlearning.org/site/News2?page=NewsAnticle&1d=882 1

SIT alum detained and tortured in Bangladesh
Wadnesday, April 11, 2007

Shahidul Islam, a graduate of the SIT-BRAC Global Partnership
in Bangladesh and executive director of a grassroots human rig
Alumni of SIT and others in the World Learning community are ur
to come to the aid of Shahidul Islam, a graduate of the SIT-BRAC
Partnership program in Bangladesh and executive director of a gr:
human rights NGO. In February, Shahidul was detained and tortu
the army. He remains in jail, in poor health, without a hearing, ar
has been falsely charged with a murder, A very detailed account ¢
situation is available through the Asian Human Rights Commissior
website: hitp://www.ahrchk.net/ua/mainfile.php/General/2223

The AHRC site also provides a sample letter and a list of nine pers
need to receive such letters. Below is a copy of a shorter letter th
based on ones that are being sent from the president's office of W
Learning/SIT and from the faculty. You are welcome to copy and |
Most of the persons on the AHRC's list only have fax numbers; so
only have time or budget to send one, we recommend the preside
below. If you only have time or resources to send email, the list ii
addresses for one of those persons -- the Government's Chief Ad\

date

Prof. lajuddin Ahmed, President
People's Republic of Bangladesh
Bangabhaban, Dhaka
BANGLADESH

Dear President Ahmed:

I am writing to request the immediate release of Mr. Shahidul Islz
the Satkhira district jail. He is the Executive Director of UTTARAN,
working for the development of the rural poor. He and | are both
of the School for International Trainina alumni,

312712009
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Home ConlactUs 5ite Map

According to accounts by the Asian Human Rights Commission an
credible sources, Mr. Islam was wrongly detained and severely be
27 January 2007 at the Tala Army Camp, Satkhira. He remains in
health in the jail medical unit. I am concerned that Mr. Islam rece
30-day detention order under the Special Powers Act-1974, but h
been produced before any court to date since his arrest, a violatic
Section 61 of the Code of Criminal Procedure and Article 33 of the
Constitution of Bangladesh. [ am also concerned that the Banglad
authorily has failed to provide its explanation before High Court,
issued a Rule Nisi on 31 January 2007 and directed the concernec
authority to explain why Mr. Islam was arrested and detained by
February 2007. Finally, 1 am gravely concerned that the victim is
falsely implicated in a murder case, alleged to have been fabricat
local authorities.

Mr. Islam completed an international postgraduate diploma cours:
Leadership and Management offered in Bangladesh through the S
International Training and BRAC's Training Division. He is well knt
many of the SIT faculty members, who can attest that he and his
have adamantly utilized only legal means of promoting landless a
Bangladeshi citizens’ rights, including lobbying for better water
management policies in Parliament and arranging for lawyers to r
the landless,

The Interim Government of Bangladesh has taken dramatic steps
improve law and order; this has significantly improved the goverr
situation and helped improve Bangladesh's image at home and ak
keepina with this very positive direction, | urge you to take promj
to immediately release Mr. Islam and withdraw the murder charge
against him. An independent and thorough investigation will reve;
innocerce, and he can return to his family and work for the poor .
disadvantaged.

Sincere'y,

http://ourworld.worldlearning.org/site ey - *page=NewsArticle&id=8821 372712009
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THE OBSERVATORY

for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders

L'OBSERVATOIRE EL OBSERVATORIO
pour la Protection des para la Proteccion
Défenseurs des Droits de 'Homme de los Defensores de Derechos Humanos

URGENT APPEAL - THE OBSERVATORY

BGD 001 /0107 f OBS 010
Arbitrary detention / Hl-treatments
Bangladesh

January 30, 2006

The Observatory for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders, a joint programme of the World Organisation

Against Torture (OMCT) and the International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH), requests your urgent
intervention in the following situation in Bangladesh.

Brief description of the situation:

The Observatory has been informed by the Centre for Organisalion Research & Education (CORE) about the
arbitrary detention of Mr. Shahidul Islam, a leading human rights defender on land, water and river issues in the
southwesl region of Bangladesh, and Executive Director of the development NGO Uttaran, based in Satkhira and
which works in favour of the rights of the landless people. In particular, Mr. Shahidul Islam has been campaigning
for years against the Khulna-Jessore Drainage Rehabilitation Project (KJDRP), funded by the Asian Development
Bank (ADB),

According to the information received, on January 27, 2006, military members picked Mr. Shahidul Islam from the
training centre of Uttaran in Tala Upazilla and brought him to an interrogation cell, where he has allegedly been
tortured. On the same day, the military handed Mr. Islam 1o the local police station.

[t has to be recalled that on January 11, 2007, President lajuddin Ahmed proclaimed a state of emergency in the
face of viclent political protests and a multiparty alliance threatening to blockade voting places before the planned
22 January elections, which were then indefinitely postponed. Under the state of emergency, some basic
constitutional rights, including those of freedom of speech, assembly, and movement, have been suspended.
Furthermore, law enforcement agencics have been allowed to enter into any place without any warrant and arrest
any individual on suspicion, in order 1o ensure “peaceful” atmosphere before and after the first scheduled
elections. Since the new caretaker government assumed power, il has called on the army to stay in the streets
pending elections,

On January 218, 2006, Mr. Shahidul Islam was given one month® detention order under the so-called Special
Powers Act and was senl 1o jail. No official charges were brought against him,

The Special Powers Act 1974 provides for the detention for long periods of individuals who might commit
“prejudicial acts™ against the State. Under Section 2(f) of the Act, “prejudicial acts” include undermining the
sovereignty or security of Bangladesh, creating or exciting feelings of enmity and hatred between different
communities and interfering with the maintenance of law and order. The Act provides no guidance on the burden
of proof necessary for the government to conclude that an individual is likely 1o commit a prejudicial act. As a
result, detentions under the Special Powers Act generally rely on allegations with very little evidence.

The Observatory expresses iis deepest concern regarding the delention of Mr. Shahidul Islam and fears for his

physical and psychological integrity. The Observatory also considers his detention, which aims at sanctioning his
human rights activities, as arbitrary,
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Action requested:

Please write to the Bangladeshi authoritics urging them lo :

i take all necessary measures to guarantee, in all circumstances, the physical and psychological integrity
of Mr. Shahidul Islam;

il release Mr, Shahidul Islam immediately and unconditionally, as his detention is arbitrary:

bid. order an immediate, independent and impartial investigation into the allegations of torture of Mr.
Shahidul Islam in order 1o identify those responsible, bring them to justice and sentence them according to
faw;

iv, put an end to all acts of harassment against Mr, Shahidul Islam, as well as against any human rights
defenders in Bangladesh;

Y. comply with the provisions of the Declaration on Human Rights Defenders adopted by the UN
General Assembly on December 9, 1998, in particular article 1, which states that “everyone has the right,
individually or collectively, to promote the protection and fulfilment of human rights and fundamental
freedoms at the national and international levels™, as well as article 12.2, which provides that “the State shall
take all necessary measures 10 ensure the protection by the competent authorities of everyone, individually or
in association with others, against any violence, threats, retaliation, de facte or de jure adverse discrimination,
pressure or any other arbitrary aclion as a consequence of his or her legitimate exercise of the rights referred to

in the present Declaration™;

vi. guarantee the respect of human rights and fundamental freedoms in accordance with the Universal

Declaration on Human Rights and other international human rights instruments ratified by Bangladesh,

Addresses:

Dr. Fakhruddin Ahmed, Chiel Adviser, Head of the Interim Government, Fax: +880 2 $113243, Email:

Info@pmo.gov.bd

Ministry of Home AfTairs, Bangladesh Secretariat
Building 4, Dhaka, Bangladesh, Email: mediacell@homemin-bd.org

Ministry of Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs, Bangladesh Secretariat, Dhaka, Bangladesh, Email:

infoi@miniaw.gov.bd

Permanent Mission of the People's Republic of Bangladesh 1o the United Nations in Geneva, 65 rue de Lausanne,

1202 Geneva, Swilzerland, Fax: +41 22 738 46 16, E-mail: mission banglade igs, itw.i

Embassy of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh in Brussels, 29-31 rue J. Jordaens, 1000 Brussels, Belgium, Fax:

+32 2 646 59 98; Email: bdootbrusselsi frocgates. be

Please also write to the diplomatic representations of Bangladesh in your respective countries.

pEa

Geneva - Paris, January 30, 2006

Kindly inform the Observatory ol any action undertaken quoting the code number of this appeal in your reply.

The Observatory, a FIDH and OMCT venture, is dedicated to the protection of human rights defenders and aims to

offer them concrete support in their time of need.
The Observatory was the winner of the 1998 Human Rights Prize of the French Repubilic,
To comact the Observatory, call the emergency line:

Tl aned Bxx: FIDH - o33 (B3 LA 33 20 01 /733 ¢00 0 &3 3% 1550
Tol and fax OMCT : 41 (022 309 49 197 = &1 (0) 22 809 43 29
Email - Appealvi@fidh-omctong

fidh OMGT

Interrantional Federntsom fog Homean Rights Wnrkel g Agatrt Turtute
17, Fassape da ha Mamn 'Oy Coter postale 21« 8 roe du Views- Billand
A8 Parm, e 1211 Genive X, Switnesland
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TROCAIRE

Working for a Just World Pastal Addres:
Trécaire, Maynooth,
Co Kildare, lteland

Tel: «(3531) 629 333)
International Dept Fax:
«(3531) 629 0658

Dr Fakhruddin Ahmed wemail: infoBrrocaire e
Chiel Adviser horpdfwww rrocaire org
Head of Interim Government

Bangladesh

15 February 2007

Dear Dr Ahmed

Subject: Detention of Mr Shahidul Islam, Director of Uttaran

We have been informed of the arrest of Mr Shahidul Islam, Director of Uttaran in
Tala Upazila, Satkhira District, Bangladesh on the 27" January 2007 Trécaire, as the
Irish Catholic Aid Agency for World Development, has worked in parinership with
the development NGO Unaran since 1995,

We are wriling 1o express our deepest concern regarding the detention of Mr Shahidul
lslam and 10 urge you lo:

I Take all necessary measures to guaraniee, in all circumstances, the physical
and psychological integrity of Mr Shahidul Islam;

(£ ]

Release Mr Shahidul Islam immediately and uncondilionally, as his detention
appears to be arbitrary;

3. Order an immediate, independent and impartial investigation into the
allegations of 1onure of Mr Shahidul Islam in order to identify those
responsible, bring them 10 justice and sentence them according 10 law;

4 Put an end 1o all acls of harassment against Mr Shahidul Islam, as well as
mgainst any human rights defenders in Bangladesh;

> Comply with the provisions of the Declaration on Human Rights Defenders
adopted by the UN general Assembly on December 9, 1998, in paricular
article 1, which stales that “everyone has the right individually or collectively,
to promele the protection and fultilment of human rights and fundamenial
frecdoms at the national and international levels”, as well as article 12 2,
which provides thal * the Stale shall take all necessary measures 1o ensure the
protection by the competent authorilies of everyone, individually or in
association with others, against any violence, threats, retahiation, de facto ot de
Jure adverse diserimination, pressure or any other arbitrary action as &

Tedwcnire, the lrish Cabadic apency for World Doveloposent, i a membuer of CITDSE and Caritas Interaatbonalis.
Tiesy sty s ool gy Do mand o % Paoesel s Llallope, Mrmaah. Ca Killare. levlnmd
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TROCAIRE
Working for a Just World Postal Address:

Tedeaire, Maynooth,
Co Kildare, Ireland

Tel: «(3531) 629 3333
International Dept Fax:
{3531} 629 0638
e-mail: infolrrocae iv
hrepffweww tracnine org

consequence of his or her legitimate excrcise of the rights referred to in the
present Declaration”;

6. Guarantee the respect of human rights and fundamental freedoms in
accordance with the Universal Declaration on Human Rights and other
international human rights instruments ratified by Bangladesh.

Your utgent atiention to this maiter is much appreciated.

Yours sincerely

Mike Williams
Head of International Department

Trdwaire, the Irish Catholic spvncy for Worll Dvvclopmunt, bs o momber of CIDSE snd Caritss Interaationalis
Todging o allicon an Wit @ S Froricd s Coallupe, Maypmanh. o Kiddare . Drvlne)
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US State Department Report

BANGLADESH

o Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment

While the law prohibits torture and cruel, inhuman, or degrading
punishment, security forces, including the RAB, military, and
police, frequently employed severe treatment as well as
psychological abuse during arrests and interrogations. According
to human rights organizations, the use of such techniques
increased after the interim government declared the state of
emergency on January 11. Abuse consisted of threats, beatings,
and the use of electric shock. According to human rights
organizations, security forces tortured 30 people to death. The
government rarely charged, convicted, or punished those
responsible, and a climate of impunity allowed such abuses by
the RAB, police, and military to continue.

On January 27, according to international and local human rights
organizations and witness accounts, soldiers detained Shahidul
Islam, the director of the NGO Uttaran at the organization's
training center in Tala, Shatkhira district. According to
witnesses, 20 soldiers led by Major Mehedi Hasan took Islam to
the Tala army camp where they questioned him about Uttaran's
activities and accused him of possessing illegal weapons. They
blindfolded him and beat him below the waist for several hours
before turning him over to the Tala police station in a semi-
conscious condition. On January 29, the police transferred Islam
to the local hospital, where doctors treated him for multiple
fractures to his leg and a subcutanecus hemorrhage. He spent
several weeks in the hospital before being sent to Satkhira
prison to await trial on four criminal accounts. On August 21,
the High Court ordered Islam released on bail; meanwhile, police
issued final reports dismissing all four cases. The government
did not launch an investigation nor pursue disciplinary action
against the army personnel accused of beating Islam.

(See page no. 6)
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The Daily Star
February 8, 2007

Eminent citizens
want release of
Uttaran executive
director

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Forty eminent citizens of the coun-
uy have appealed 1o the caretaker
government (CG) for an early
release of Shahidul Islam, execu-
tive director of Uttaran, a reputed
development organisation

The joint forces arresied Isiam
on January 27 and handed over to
Tala police of Satkhira district the
same day. Later, he was given one-
monthdetention.

In a letter sent to the chief
adviser and law adviser, the cit-
zens said [slam was not charged
with any specific accusation add-
ing the charges were more of gen-
eral in nalure.

“Shahdwal [siam is 3 well-known
and popular personality for his

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

Eminent citizens

FROM PAGE 16

contribution in the field on
human rights and poverty allevia-
tion. He has been working tire-
lessly for the last rwo decades in
dpholding the rule of law and
human dignity. He has longstand-
ing partnerships with the govern-
ment. His leadership has been
instrumental for community
development in the southwest
region. He has been working to
ensure marginal people’s right 10
land and on the decade-old warter-
logging problem,” read theletter.

The signatories said the CG has
taken bold steps to improve the
law and order situation nabbing
the godfathers and the corrupt
people,

"We believe thiz has signifi-
cantly improved the governance
siluation n Bangladesh and
helped improve its image in home
and abroad. Now people feel
much safer and have got back
their trustin the your government,
This. indeed. is a major landmark
achievement of your effort, espe-
cially when you have been able to
do it in a short period,” the letter
stoted.

The signatories are Shoaib
Siddiqul. country direclor of
ActionAid Bangladesh, Azzizul
Hoque Moni, executive director of
Ulashi Sreejony Sangha, Jessore,
Anil Tambay, country representa-
tive of Oxfam GB, Rina Roy, direc-
tor of Manusher Jonono
Foundation. Khushi Kabir, coordi-
nator of Nijera Kori, Hossain Zillur
Rahman, executive chairman of
PPRC, Md Abdul Kader. executive
direcior of SAMATA, Rezaul K
Chowdhury. general secretary of
SUPRO, John D Marsden, director
of Food for Hungry International,
Abed Khan, editor of Shamokal,
Toab Khan, advisory editor of
Janakantha, Tahera Yasmin, con-
sultant of Development
Consultant, Hameeda Hossain,
founder member of Ain O Salish
Kendra, Md Nur Khan, acting
execulive director of Ain O Salish

Kendra, Gawher Nayeem
head of program (PSU) of &
Children (UK), Shyamal
editor of Bhorer Kagoj
Costa, lecturer ofofl Anthropol
department at Dhaka University,
Shahana Hayat, country director
of VSO Bangladesh, Shirin Akhter,
executive director of Karrnojibi
Nari, Taslimur Rahman, executive
director of Bangladesh Legal Ald &
Services Trust (BLAST),
Khondoker Ashraful Munim,
associate professor of Economics
at Jahangirnagar Unlversity,
Sharmind Nilormoi, assoclate
professor of Economics at
Jahangirnagar University,.
Ahsanuddin Ahmed, execulive
director of Bangladesh Unnayan
Parishad, Shamsul Huda, execu-
tive director of Association for
Land Reform and Development
(ALRD), Abul Barkat, professor of
Economics at Dhaka University,
Rezawana Hassan, director
of BELA, Md Azahar All, executive
director of SPACE, Rashed .11.1
Mahmud Titumur, assistant pro-
fessor of Development Studies at/
Dhaka University, Glj"lﬂ.lth
Sarkay, deputy manager of
Ashania Mission, Md Abdul
coordinator of Dhaka Ahsania
Mission, Khalilur Rahman,
graphic designer of Dba i
Ahsania Mission, Ak Arad,
tant officer of Dhaka Ahsania
Mission, Sultana Kamal, executhe
director of Ain O Salish Kendra,
Mesbah Kamal, associate
sor (Human Rights Camp
of Dhaks University, M Abdys
Salam, chiel execulive [ Gana
Unnayan Kendra, Gaibandha.
Mozibur Rahman, execulive
director of DS, Shariatpur, Shah I
Mobin Jinoah, exécutive direcior
of CDA, Dinajpur, Habibullah
Bahar, director of Manab Mukti
Sangstha, Sirajganj. Zakir Kibria.
executive director of Bangla
Praxis, Sabbir Bin Shams. execu-
tive director of Advancing Public
Interest Trusl
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February 14, 2007

Release of
Uttaran:chief

demanded
STAFF Eﬂmm

The Observatory for the Protection
of Human Rights Defenders and five
is-huadmpmuﬁomhwrﬂtg}pd
¢ caretaker government. to
take s for. immediate and
uncondido rdm:t;nt-ﬂuhldmt
Islam, -executive ‘director o
Satkhira-based NGO Uttaran. *
In a lemer 1o Chief Adviser o
Caretaker Gavernment Dr
Fakhruddin Ahmed. The

Observato l!ﬂ:iﬂ.‘l rogramme of
Internlﬂ?;l F:fentlnn for
Human - Rights and World

Urganisation Against Torture-
expressed deep concern and “fears
Er hist;;h}ﬂﬂltndpq:hohﬁul
tegnty .
Terming bitrary,
Iﬁc 0 s mlhn called for I;}
VES n into lﬂmﬂﬂlﬂ
torture on him and punich those

responsible for the torture.
he joint forces arrested

Shahidul, who has been for
the rights of the landless in
the area, from’ Tala on
January 27 and him 10

policein the afternoon.
Hewas sentto jall a daylater
one-monthdetention.: - + -
Meanwhile., ActionAid
International USA.: Centre for

Information Centre and
mﬁﬂmnﬂ Accountability
1 have sent separate letters to
Asian Development Bank President
Haruhike Kuroda and
Ambassador to the States

Shamsher :
them- fos e mmww

Sl m?a;r“"‘“"‘““r‘
nditiorial of Shahidul,
The “orgéntsdtions also

demanded an end to harassment on
Shahidul and punishment for those
involved in torturing.
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Release of
Uttaran chief
demanded

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

uver 400 Leachers, students, soctal-
workers, civil society members and
NGO actvists of Jessore, Satkhira
and Khulna have appealed 1o the
chiel adviser (CA) to caretaker
government for immediate release
of the executive director of Uttaran,
aSatkhira-based NGO,

In a memorandum to the CA,
they said Shahidullslam devoted his
life 1o uphold human rights and
good governance and establishing
landless people’s rights on khas
land apan from organising people
to address waler-logging crisis in the
south-western part of the country.

"He and his o don have
been playing a pioneering role n
various developmental activides
including wee plantation, sanitation,
protecting bio-diversity, ensuring
nshl (o pure drinking water and
education programmes in the
tegion,” reads the memorandum
submitted to CAon February22.

Shahidul was arrest Joint
forces from Tala upazila ofj January
27 und handed over to police. Later
he was sent to jall with one-month

detention.

N v
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NGO director
arrested in
Sa‘tlrkhira

STAFF REPORTER

The joint forces yesterday arrested
Shahidul Islam, executive director
of aSatkhira-based NGO, Uttaran.

Police said they picked up
Shahidul Islam in the morning
from his house in Tala upazila, He
was handed over w the police in
the afternoon.

Uttaran has been working for

NGO director

FROM PAGE 1
the area and it is alleged that cer-
tain quarters are behind Shahidul

Islam’'s @rrest ax [Hraran's bold

Sources.

the rights of the landless people in

stance against their interests, said
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