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From work to school: education, training and protection for children in
hazardous child labor in the coastal areas of Bangladesh project in 2022
at a glance

In the implementation of Uttaran under child labor elimination project
funded by ADEY and Educo-Bangladesh from 2021 onwards in 04
communities in Shyamnagar of Satkhira district as a coastal area is
working to connect children involved with fish farming with mainstream
education and enjoying better livelihood through light technical work.

There are 4 bridge schools in 4 communities where 350 children
involved with shrimp and crab farms are receiving regular primary
education.Regular meetings with the children's parent and community
people have sensitized them.04communitybasedchild labor monitoring
committee established and functional at community level.84 members
of the committee (21 in each committee) are playing effective role to
reduce hazardous child labor at community level.

So far 100 children between the age of 14 to 17 years have received
technicaltraining in these 3 trades: tailoring, electronics and mobile
servicing and diesel, petrol engine mechanics.Among them 39 are
working in tailoring, 10 in diesel and petrol engine repair and 15 in
mobile servicing.Out of 350 children, 119 children are not engaged in
any kind of labor they are fullyinvolved with education.29 children from
Bridge School are now studying in Government Schools and Madrasa.
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Tasfia Parvin

is a successful entrepreneur

Shyamnagar is the
largest Upazila in
Bangladesh. Tasfia
Parvin was born 17
years ago in June 2005
in Mathurapur village of
Munshiganj union
under this upazila. Her
father Taibur Rahman's
is dependent on Sund-
arbans for livelihood
and her mother is a
housewife. She resides
in the government's
nine decimal Khas
property  with  her
parents and other three
siblings.

Out of the four siblings,

Tasfia Parvin is the

oldest. Due to her family's extreme
poverty, she was only able to complete
her schooling up to class 9. Then, to
help her family, she started fishing and
crabbing in the river. Her parents were
continually attempting to marry her off,
but Tasfia never consented. In 2021,
she started attending the Bridge
school for working children in Munshi-
ganj, which was established by Uttaran
and supported by the donor organiza-
tion Educo.

She was able to complete her three
months of tailoring training with
Uttaran's assistance. Additionally, she
received various tailoring materials,
such as fabrics and other supplies,
which piqued her interest in her work.
She borrowed Taka 50,000 from the

microcredit organization SDF and NGF in the name
of her mother after finishing the training to launch her
own business. Using the loan, she bought a sewing
machine for BDT 7000 and spent the rest 41,000
BDT on fabrics. Currently, she is earning BDT 3000
per month from her tailoring business and as a
result, she is no longer financially dependent on her
father and has resumed her education. She is now in
class 10. Tasfia desires to engage in tailoring in
future in addition to her academic pursuits. Her
dream is to become a qualified tailoring trainer and
support the education of her younger siblings in the
future.
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Sabbir Hossain

wants to become a big
businessman by getting education

Sabbir Hossain is a student
of class 4 at Burigoalini
Bridge School of Shyamna-
gar. He is 14 years old. His
family consists of parents
and three brothers. His
mother was a homemaker,
his father worked as a
fisherman in the Sundar-
bans, and his older brother
worked at a crab point. With
the help of the father and
brother's salary, the family is
managing reasonably well.
Even though the family
hassome needs, there
weren't many issues. The
eldest brother never attend-
ed school or studied. Among
the brothers, Sabbir is
second. At the age of 7, he
was enrolled in Kalbari Government Prima-
ry School. Everything was going well.

In 2018, while fishing in the Sundarbans,
Sabbir's father Kamrul Islam was attacked
by forest bandits and because of the
bandits' torture, he suffered a fractured
backbone and became disabled. He was
freed after a ransom of BDT 2 lakh was
paid. As the family had no savings, they
had toborrow money for ransom. Burdened
with such a huge loan, the elder brother
started working in brick field along with crab
point. Sabbir also started working at crab
point at a rate of 25 BDT per hour and
attending school was a no longer an option
for him. Additionally, theschool was very far
from his home.So even if he wanted to, he
didn’t have the time to travel to a school so
far from home. This situation went on for
about four years.Meanwhile, COVID-19
caused the family's income to stop again.

When the COVID situation improved in 2021, Sabbir and
his brother started working again.At this time, the Uttaran
NGO established the Bridge school for working children
near Sabbir's house, and he was admitted to class 4 of this
school. His younger sibling is in the second grade of this
school. Although Sabbir is very interested in studying and
makes time for school, his family's situation is still too bad
for him to stop workingaltogether and devote himself
entirely to study.

His father is now much better because of extensive
treatment. So, he occasionally engages infishing and some
otherlight works. The burden of the loan has been reduced
because of the joint effort of Sabbir and his older brother.
Sabbir now regularly attends school after cutting his daily
work time by two hours. He wants to study and become a
big businessman. His parents also understand the need for
education to do good business. So, they want this bridge
school to run for a long time so that their children can get a
good education. Sabbir's parents expressed their gratitude
to Uttaran and Educo as their son could return to education
because of the school they built and support they provided.
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Rakibul

loves to read

Rakibul Alam wants to
continue  his  education
along with his vegetable
business. He is 15 years old
and lives with his family in
Shyamnagar Upazila of
Satkhira District.His father is
a day laborer and his
mother is a vegetable seller.
One of his brothers died
while working in brick field
and now there are two
brothers and two sisters in
his family. Due to having a
large familywhich could not
be supported bythe very
poor income of his day
laborer father, Rakibul
dropped out of school after
class 4 and started working.
Sometimes he went to work
as a day laborer with his father and some-
times he soldvegetables with his mother.
After selling vegetables for a while, Rakibul
developed a better understanding of
vegetable business, and so her mother
started spending less time on it leaving the
responsibility to Rakibul and he became
totally engaged in it. He used to leave his
house at the crack of dawn to get vegeta-
bles from Moutola market, which is about
20 kilometers away from his house. He
drove the battery van himself, bought
vegetables from the market and then sold
them at Kashimari market. Vegetable sales
bring in between 2500 and 3000 taka per
month for him.He had completely forgotten
about education doing this business. But
when the Child Labor Elimination Project
opened the Bridge School in hisarea in
2021, Rakibul enrolled in class 4 there and
was able to resume his studies. He didn't
resume his study in the government school

previously, as he used to feel awkward being older than the
other pupils in the class. But in the bridge school, he
doesn't feel that way because there are many more
students here who are just like him. As his family is poor,
they must still keep the vegetable business running. So,
when Rakibul is in school, his mother takes this responsi-
bility, and after school he takes the responsibility from his
mother. Even after completing bridge school, Rakibul
wishes to attend a school regularly as he loves to study. He
is dedicated to regularizing his education because he feels
that learning can help him become a successful business-
man.
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Naim Hossain

Returned from work to school

Md. Naim Hossain is 12
years old; helives in thePor-
akatla village of Burigoalini
union. He is the oldest of the
two kids of his parents and
his father is a day
laborer.His mother is a
housewife, but she raises
goats to help the family's
finances. The family has to
spend a significant amount
of money each month on the
treatment of the elderly and
ill grandmother.

Naim's parents enrolled him
in Kalbari Government
Primary School when he
was 6 years old. He was a
regular student who
performed well, but after
finishing the fourth grade,
he lost interest in academ-
ics. Naim joined his father
on his fishing trips and
started constructing the
crab point. His parents also neglected to
send him to school regularly because of
how far the school was from their house.
Besides, there was a considerable lack of
awareness among them. Naim completely
discontinued his education as a result.
During fishing season, he used to catch fish
in the river, while at other times, he worked
at crab points. He received a 4000 taka of
monthly wage for his work at Crab
Point.Even though he was very young, his
parents did not stop him from working
because hisincomewas substantial.

Then through Uttaran, after an education
program for dropouts and working children
was started, Naim enrolled in Burigoalini
Bridge School in class 4th. But he did not
attend school regularly because he was too

interested in money.However, since the school was
nearhis house, the teacher and child protection committee
members talked to his parents and requested them to send
Naim to school regularly.Moreover, seeing that many
others like himwent to the bridge school to study and being
encouraged by his parents, Naim started coming to the
bridge school regularly. He now forgets about income and
concentrates completely on his studies.Faruk Morol,
Naim's father, declared that he would not permit his son to
work any longer, despite the difficulties. He hopes that
Naim will study regularly and become a better person in the
future. Naim is also making progress toward his goal of
going to college. The teachers at the bridge school and
Naim's parents hope that in 2023 Naim will be admitted
back into a regular school and continuehis further educa-
tion.
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Mokaram Billah

was admitted to technical schools and
college through vocational training

Mokaram Billah lives
with his parents in
Porakatla village of
Burigoalini union,
Shyamnagar upazila.
He is 17 years old. His
father Abdul barik is a
bicycle mechanic and
mother Mst Masura
Begum is a homemak-
er. Mokaram, who was
raised on the banks of
the Kholpetua River,
enrolled in class IX at
Shyamnagar Govern-
ment Technical School
and College with the
aid of CBCPC mem-
bers to pursue a higher
degree and receive
training in electronic
and mobile servicing.Due to familial
hardship, Mukaram stopped school
after completing eighth grade and
started working at his father's bicycle
repair shop and going fishing in the
river. When Uttaran began an educa-
tion and technical training program for
dropout children and children who are
involved hazardous work in 2021 with
funding from Educo Bangladesh to
implement the child labor elimination
project, Mokaram expressed interest in
enrolling in the bridge school and
participated in the technical training.Af-
ter receiving training in electronics and
mobile servicing, Mokaram Billah
started to climb the ladder of success.
After completing the training program,
Mokaram realizes if he acquires such
skills well, he would be able to get

great opportunities in the future and enrolling in
technical school and college is necessary for him to
gain these skills and be able to take advantage of the
opportunities in the future. Despite financial difficul-
ties, his father and older brother can support the
family fairly by fixing vans and bicycles. He therefore
discusses his interest in education with his parents
and the teacher at the bridge school. Mokaram was
accepted into the class of IX at Shyamnagar Techni-
cal School and College by the teacher at Bridge
School with the assistance of the members of the
child protection committee.

He is overjoyed to have been accepted to technical
school and college. His career goal is to become
anelectronic engineer. He believes that he has the
chance to climb the ladder of his dream thanks to the
cooperation of Uttaran and Educo Bangladesh. "I
believe that if other children who are dropouts and
are involved in dangerous work get connected with
this kind of technical education, it will alter their life",
adds Mokaram.
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Jannatul Naim Mim
wants to be a successfu

entrepreneur

Gabura Union is a
well-known name in the
Bangladeshi Ministry of
Disaster Management
and Relief. It is in
Shyamnagar Upazila in
Satkhira District. The
union, which is bordered
by the rivers Kholpetua
and Kapotakkha, is
affected by a variety of
natural disasters almost
every year. People here

therefore keep losing
everything, including
their homes, and

become destitute. 18
years old Jannatul Naim
Mim lives in Village No.
9 Sora of Gabura union-
with his family.

When Mim was 6 years old, Cyclone Aila
devastated everyone in the Gabura
union, including her family. Since there
were no resources, places to stay, or jobs
in the afflicted area, they left Gabura and
migrated to Shyamnagar. After two
years, Mim's parents brought him back to
Gabura and enrolled him in school. He
managed to get through primary school
despite hisfamily's financial difficulties,
but he could never go to secondary
school. There are nine people in his
family altogether, including her grandpar-
ents, parents, and siblings. Although
hisfatherworks as a day laborer and his
older brother owns a pharmacy, it is
difficult to support a large family and
consequently Mim became compelled to
start fishing,crabbing,and working as a
day laborer to help his family.

Mim was enrolled in class 4 when the

education program for childreninvolved in hazardous
work under the child labor elimination project began in
2021. Despite having studied up to class 5 in the past,
he forgot almost everything he had learned and there-
fore had no problem studying again in class 4. With the
aid of this project, he not only completed studying in
bridge school but also completed a three-month techni-
cal training program in electronics and mobile servicing.
After finishing the training program, he set aside some
of the moneyhe received from the program as travel
expenses and, with the support of his family, started a
mobile repair business next to his brother's pharmacy.
His current monthly income is between 3000 and 3500
taka which he uses to support his family.Mim expresses
his gratitude to Uttaran and Educo Bangladesh for
providing him with the chance to take part in the techni-
cal training and further his education. He said, “The
training has altered the way | think about things. |
currently have a good job. I'll continue my work more
carefully in the future and assist other children from
low-income households in finding employment opportu-
nities.”
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Fatema Khatun

hopes to become a teacher by

pursuing education

Fatima Khatun was only 7 years A
old when she began taking care of

children in other people's houses. -

At such a young age, she was Al
burdened with taking after two
children at the house of a wealthy
man in Khulna for three difficult
years. In exchange, she earned a 3
meager salary that hardly covered 0

her necessities for sustenance. A
She also frequently endured
physical abuse on top of that. She g
begged her mother for help when

she could no longer bear the pain,
threatening to run away if she

wasn't allowed to leave that place.

When Fatima made her request,

her mother brought her back

home.

Fatema's mother, Salma Bibi, was

the daughter of Nawabeki of
Shyamnagar and was married in Kaliganj.
Her mother and father traveled to India after
their marriage, where they began to support
the family by working. In India, Fatema and
her two sisters were born. The youngest of
the sisters is Fatema. Her mother and her
father had a dispute shortly after the birth of
the three sisters, leading to their divorce. Her
mother then lost her bearings while raising
three girls. This situation continued for a
while. Later, her mother met a man named
Kamrul Gazi in India who was from Sora
village No. 9 in Gabura. Kamrul Gazi and his
wife had a divorce. So, Salma Bibi and
Kamrul Gazi remarried and began a family.
Salma Bibi gave birth to Kamrul Gazi's son.
She married off Fatema's elder sister in Tamil
Nadu and brought Fatema and her other
elder sister back to Bangladesh as the family
grew. Fatema was entrusted with the care of
children in the home of a wealthy man. She
continued to look after the two kids despite
being a young girl who needed assistance to
care for herself. Because she was still a
young child, she frequently made mistakes
that led to physical abuse. It got to the point

where Fatema was begging too much to be taken home to
her mother who visited Bangladesh from time to time to
inquire about her daughters. Fatema's mother brought her
back to Gabura in March 2022 after three long years of
hardship endured by Fatema. Now she lives with her middle
sister and a five-year-old younger brother in Gabura. Her
middle sister was also married off, but she broke up her
marriage with her husband because she could not stand the
pressure and torture of dowry by her husband. Their father is
unable to visit Bangladesh as he doesn't have proper
passport visa documents, but their mother has all the neces-
sary documents, and she occasionally returns home to buy
foods and groceries for the family. Fatema also earns some
money by catching fish and crabs in the Kholpetua river.
Fatima studied all the way through first grade while she lived
in India, but when she moved to Bangladesh, she was
unable to continue her education. She enrolled in the second
standard after moving to Gabura after learning that a school
had been established for out-of-school kids like her. Fatima
is overjoyed to be a part of this school. She claims that the
teachers make them study really hard. She added that,
“Here, we have a great time. | enjoy doing sports and
drawing.” Fatima aspires to pursue a teaching career. He
hopes that Uttaran will run this initiative for a very long time
so that the people of her area greatly benefit
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Khalid Hasan

wants to continue his education

The village of Jhapali is
in Kashimari Union in
Shyamnagar  upazilla
under Satkhira district
along the Kholpetuya
River. 13 vyears old
Khalid Hasan resides in
this village with his

mother and younger
sister on just three
decimals of govern-

ment-owned land.

Khalid's parents sepa-
rated when he was just 8
years old. Since that
time, his mother has

been living in her
father's home  and
making a living by

fishing and working as a

day laborer. Her mother

had a very tough time providing for food
and other needs of her two children. How
can other needs be met when people
don't get three meals a day? The older of
the two children is Khalid. He began
fishing and collecting crabs to help his
mother and younger sister, as he is
fatherless. He completed up to class 3 of
study and becameirregular to school
afterwards. He didn't routinely attend
classes or take tests. His studies thus
soon come to a haltWhen Uttaran
constructed the bridge school in their
Jhapali village for children engaged in
dangerous work, Khalid’'s mother encour-
aged him to attend the school. So, he
enrolled in the Jhapali Bridge School and
started his regular studies. Khalid claims
that at Bridge School, he receives a
proper education using as well as educa-
tion material such as notepads and pens.
He is not required to pay extra for any

other teachers.But the needs and wants of hisfamilystill
making it tough for him to pursue his studies further. Her
mother is a divorcee, and she has speech impairment
problem;the family cannot survive only on what she
makes. The younger sister attends a government
elementary school and is in class 4. There's also the
cost of her education to be borne. So, Khalid has to go
fishing and crab-catchingregularly to solve all of these
issues. He attends school during class hours and works
as a fish and crab catcher the rest of the day.Even
though it is challenging, Khalid wants to continue his
studyas well as his sister's. He believes that it would
have been simpler to provide for his family's needs if
they are helped with some income-generating activities.
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Tahanuzzaman
is now studying in Government

Primary School from Bridge School

Md. Tahanuzzaman is 11
years old. His father's
name is Md. Abul Hossain
and mother's name s
Rahima Begum. Tahanuz-
zaman was born into a poor
family in the village of West
Porakatla in the Burigoyali-
ni Union of Shyamnagar
Upazila underSatkhira
district. As a result of his
father's inability to work due
to disability, Tahanuzzaman
had to experience numer-
ous financial difficulties as a
child.

Tahanuzzaman's parents
enrolled him at Kalbari
Government Primary

School when he was 6
years old. However, due to
the distance between his
home and the school, he
rarely attended. He
excelled in school and so
despitenot attending
regular classes, he got promoted from second
to third class. The motorbike tragedy involving
his father abruptly put an end to his academic
pursuits. Then he started out as a full-time
employee in fish farms. His duties included
feeding the fish on a regular basis, keeping an
eye on the fish enclosure, and gathering
young fish from the river. He ended up forget-
ting all he had learned in school and chose to
work on a fish farm instead, and this situation
continued for two years.

In 2021, Tahanuzzaman's name was included
in the list of dropout children prepared by the
NGO Uttaran and supported by Educo
Bangladesh. He was then admitted in the
bridge school in class 4 and continued his
education besides working in a fish farm. He
started doing well in school. CBCPC member
Nur Islam thought Tahanuzzaman should be
admitted in government primary school again.
When his parents were informed about this
suggestion, they expressedinterestin this.
Tahanuzzaman was admitted in Kalbari
Primary school in class 5, and he started
attending his class regularly. However, hemust

work as well to support his family. If he faces any problem in
his school, he goes to Bridge school for suggestion.

Pankaj Kumar, the head teacher of Kalbari Government Prima-
ry School, Burigoalini said that'Tahanuzzaman has been
coming to school regularly since his admission in 5th class and
is doing well. | wish for the sustainability of this program for
school dropout childrenby the NGO Uttaran.Uttaran works to
link children who don't attend school with government schools
by providing them education. Children's dropout rates are thus
declining. Many kids in our area don't attend school, and they
go to different places with their parents to engage themselves
in seasonal work.We work to persuade each of these parents
to send their children to school. Moreover, Uttaran also meets
with each of these families. | hope that our efforts will all yield
fruit.”

Tahanuzzaman is delighted to have been accepted into the
primary school. He wants to focus on his studies rather than
working on a fish farm. He wants to solve his problems in
bridge school, so he won't have to pay for private tuition. He
hopes that by studying, he will become a better person and
serve as an example for others.
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