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Coastal Region of Bangladesh
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Centre for Global Change, Dhaka
Dhrupad, Khulna

EFADF, Khulna
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Khalifa Foundation, Barguna

LEDARS, Satkhira
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Nagorik Uddyog, Pirojpur
NSS, Barguna

PRAN, Noakhali

PGUS, Pirojpur

PPC, Pirojpur
Prodipan, Khulna
Progoti, Satkhira
Prottoy, Cox’s Bazaar
Rupayan, Khulna
SACO, Barguna

SPS, Khulna

Shapla Phul, Patuakhali
SODESH, Satkhira

Uddom, Barguna
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FORWARD

The Coastal Zone is one of the richest and high potential regions of
Bangladesh. The region consisting 14 districts in about 40,100 square
kilometre area with the 780 kilometre long seashore, and world’s biggest sea
beach and largest single-track mangrove forest, the Sundarbans. There are
hundreds of strips and islands in the river and Bay of Bengal including Saint
Martin’s Coral Island. The region is very fertile as its lands were constructed by
sediment. A unique ecosystem had been developed here through interaction
with upstream fresh water and saline water. Moderate temperature
(maximum 34.1°¢ and minimum 12.90{:) and rainfall (average annual 2,486
mm) help the region to be a highly productive agricultural area. The coastal
region is famous for its diversified fish, fine rice and huge forest cover.
However, several ecological problems had been raised due to human
settlement before completion of land formation.

The population of the region is around 35 million, accounts 21.79% of the
country. Most of the people depend on natural resources. 4.6 million Farmer,
2.5 million agro-labour, 370 thousand fisher, 300 thousand forest dependant

people, 45 thousand indigenous people and 2 million other labours contribute
a large portion of the country’s labour force. Though the coastal region is a
producer of country’s large portion of food and fish products, since a long it
has become ecologically critical area.due to unplanned development activities.
Construction of coastal embankments without considering the environment
and ecology, unquestioned brackish water shrimp farming, degradation of the
Sundarbans and other mangrove forests and corporate tourism have affected
the biodiversity of the region. Agriculture dependant livelihoods are

threatened due to denudation of natural resources.

Climate Change is simply double edged the problem. Frequently sea-
depression, cyclone and storm-surges, widespread riverbank erosion, salinity
intrusion, raised high tide and long-lasting summer has increased the

vulnerability in alarming level.

Frequent depression and cyclone in the sea caused death of hundreds of sea-
going fisher. After loosing boats and nets, trapped by cyclic usurious loan and
loosing homestead lands thousands of fishermen are becoming float some. At last,
when they try to migrate illegally in other countries they face death or torture.

The most of the embankments of coastal region were collapsed by the hit of
Aila in 25 May 2009 and it cannot be reconstructed even after seven months.
Most of the areas of three Upazilas under Khulna and Satkhira districts are still

Climate Change: Voice of the Victims from Bangladesh Coast | 5



under saline water. In the mean time, crops, livestock and poultry of these
areas totally damaged. Most of the trees died and communication system
totally broke down. The civilizations of these areas, which have developed
since 300 years, are going to destroy. Without effective measures in short, the
areas may become barren land.

According to the predictions of IPCC, if global warming remains unchanged 17
percent area of Coastal Zone of Bangladesh is in risk of sinking under seawater
by 2050. If the prediction will come true, at least 250 million people will have
to migrate from the zone. More than 100 thousand people have already
become Climate Refugee due to natural disaster.

The Kyoto Protocol has taken in 1997 and its application period of will ended
up in 2012. The world leaders have gathered at Copenhagen city of Denmark
in the UN Climate Change Conference (COP-15) to decide a fair and legally
applicable Plan of Action for the future. To sensitize heads state and
governments about sufferings of Bangladesh, and to create grassroots level
public opinion and ethical pressure to the government of Bangladesh, number
of Climate Poverty Hearing organized under the umbrella of CSRL.

Like other regions, Coastal Campaign Group has tried to raise awareness and
voice of grassroots people through 13 local and one regional level hearing in
the region. More than 20 thousand people directly participated in the
hearings.

The Recommendations from Regional Climate Poverty Hearing is focused in
this Booklet as Climate Change Declaration from Coastal People of
Bangladesh. Summery of Quotes from local level hearing attached after the
regional hearing. Name of the testimony givers are not mentioned here

because this is not the view of particular person rather than common view of
coastal people. ;

| would like to pay my thanks to the member Organisations and chiefs for
organizing local hearings and support in regional hearing and staffs of
humanitywatch for documenting including report, photo and video. Special
thanks go to Oxfam officials for playing vital role of technical and financial
support and secretarial work as well. Finally, my thanks to Gouranga Nandy

and Hasan Mehedi to develop this booklet with most effort.

Thank you all for your support and best wishes.

Shahidul Islam
Director, Uttaran; and
Lead, Coastal Campaign Group
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After completion of 13 Local level Climate Poverty Hearings, Regional Hearing
has organized on 14 November 2009 with compilation of recommendations
and testimonies. A comprehensive recommendation on the adverse impact of
Climate Change has declared in the regional hearing.

The hearing panel members heard Farmer, Fishermen, Forest People,

Indigenous People and Women Representatives from all corners of Coastal
Zone represented the millions of Climate Victims and declared a set of 18-
point demands in their declaration.

~ More than 4,500 people including Climate Victims, Civil Society
Representatives, Development Organisations, Mass media and Public
| Representatives participated in the Regional Hearing

|Declaration on
IClimate Change
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Professor Anowarul Kadir is proclaiming the
Declaration on Climate Change

Khulna City Mayor Talukdar Abdul Khaleque was present in the Hearing as
Chief Guest while Lawmaker Nazrul Islam Manju and Oxfam campaign
Coordinator Khalid Hossin attended as special guest.

The Hearing was chaired by the Panel Chief Professor Anowarul Kadir,
Environmental Activist. Other Panel Members were Advocate Feroz Ahmed,
Politician; Professor Dr. Monirul Islam, Director of Student Affaires, Khulna
Jniversity; AK Hiru, President, Khulna Press Club and Women Activist

Advocate Syeda Sabiha.
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Declaration on Climate Change
from the Coastal People of Bangladesh

14 November 2009, Saturday
Shaheed Hadis Park, Khulna, Bangladesh

We, the climate suffered people, and public representatives of coastal zone of
Bangladesh are concerned that, frequent depression in the sea, storm, cyclone
and tidal surges including recent Sidr and Aila devastated the lives and

Khulna City Mayor Talukdar Abdul Khaleque is
addressing the mob with soliderity

livelihoods of coastal people
especially the fisher folks and
forest dependent people. They
have lost their traditional
livelihoods for depletion of the
largest mangrove forest, the
Sundarbans.

Severe scarcity of fresh
drinking water has become a
daily difficulty for people due
to increasing saline intrusion.
Sea level rising caused the
expansion water logged areas,
collapsing embankments and
flooding of cultivable lands

turning the area into barren land. Thousands of people has become Climate
Refugee and forced to migrate in nearby cities and in the neighbouring

countries illegally.

Seasonal change and irregular precipitation hampered the agricultural
production seriously, causing intense food crisis and destroying any progress
in the essential sectors such as education and health. Unplanned
infrastructure, unethical shrimp farming, unwise development initiatives of
the state under suggestion and assistance of International Financial
Institutions (IFls), donor countries, and lack of embankment management

contributed to increased risk to live and livelihood of the people.

Profit driven production and industrialization, food habit and overall excessive
uses of fossil fuel by the developed countries are the major causes of GHG
emission in the atmosphere, which is beyond the capacity of the earth.
Excessive emission is the major cause of climate change and the developed
countries have significant liabilities and responsibilities for adverse affects of

8 | Climate Change: Voice of the Victimes from Bangladesh Coast



it. The developed countries should bare these responsibilities both legally and
ethically. The people of Bangladesh, especially the coastal people have been
leading a zero-carbon or carbon negative life, rather than emission of
excessive greenhouse gasses.

So, We accuse the developed countries for these sufferings, and strongly urge
the authorities, nationally and internationally, to implement the following
recommendations: | |

1. Necessary measures of the Annex-l countries to reduce excessive
emission to a tolerable rate;

2. Immediate actions for compensating the affected coastal people of
Bangladesh for their livelihoods. It must be classified as Compensation,
not loan or grant;

3. Allowing the Climate Refugees as legal migrants to developed countries as
their localities are destroyed by adverse climate events;

4. Prohibiting involvement of IFls such as WB, IMF and ADB in the Climate
Change related funds;

5. Transferring environment-friendly sustainable technologies to Bangladesh
free of cost. On the other hand, Aggression of Transnational Companies
(TNCs) in the name of sustainable technology might be protested; and

6. Commitment of reducing carbon emission and compensation might not
be progressive, but mandatory and legally applicable.

7. Irﬁmediate reconstruction of the collapsed embankments of coastal
districts so that the cyclone Aila affected people can go back to their
home;

8. Continuing food, drinking water and medical support and enhancing
supports in agriculture and other sectors of livelihoods to the cyclone Aila
affected people to recover their normal lives and livelihoods;

9. To Increase the height of the embankments to protect intrusion of raised
high tide in the cultivable lands. Developing strictly implementing of
Embankment Management Policy;

10. Establishment of an autonomous body to collect, manage and implement
Climate Change Adaptation Fund with active participation of civil society,
non-government Organisations and community representatives,

11. Regulating Shrimp farming as well as a extra tax must be imposed on
shrimp farming to recover from environmental degradation;

12. Exemplary penalty must be imposed on any damage of the embankment,
through amendment of the Embankment Protection Act 1952;
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13. Redesigning and reactivating the recently wind-up Coastal Development
Board;

14. Evaluating the development initiatives and construction of high
infrastructures under suggestion and assistance of IFls or Multinational
Companies (MNCs) before implementation;

15. Establishment of forest and indigenous peoples traditional rights on
collection and management of Sundarbans mangrove forests natural
resources along with prohibiting trade base collection;

16. Allocation of special supports to the fishermen for risk reduction and
rehabilitation;

17. Production and distribution of saline and natural calamity tolerant seeds
for sustainable agriculture in coastal region inter alia protesting the
Corporate Seed Companies aggression; and

18. Providing special support in essential services like education and health to
the marginal farmer, day labour and industrial labour.

We are sure that the government of the poor countries like Bangladesh is
unable to allocate enough financial supports to meet the recommendations.
So, we call to the common people, civil society and the Government of

Bangladesh to raise their voices to demand the needed compensation from
developed countries and for a legally binding agreement. We urge the
government to unite with other most vulnerable countries to ensure climate
justice in upcoming COP15 at Copenhagen, Denmark.

o %H

Hearing Panel members, honourable guests, singers and testimony givers raise their
hands with soliderity to the declaration of the coastal people

10 | Climate Change: Voice of the Victimes from Bangladesh Coast



Climate Poverty Hearing

Raised Voice of Coastal Climate Victims

The major objective of Climate Poverty Hearings was to create ethical
pressures to the national and international leaders. Hearings for climate
justice in Coastal Region started on February from Satkhira District and ended

up through Coastal Regional Hearing on 14 November 2009 at Shaheed Hadis
Park, Khulna after completing 13 local hearings in Khulna, Satkhira, Pirojpur,
Barguna, Patuakhali, Noakhali and Cox’s Bazaar. More than 20 thousand
people directly participated in the hearings while number of indirect
participants was more than 50 thousand. Along others, members of
Parliament, Upazila Chairmen and Vice Chairmen, Union Parishad Chairmen
and Members, Lawyers, Teachers, Journalists, Physicians and Civil Society

Representatives were present in the hearings.

Local Hearings

First local hearing was organized in Gabura Union under Shyamnagar Upazila
of Satkhira District on 21 February 2009 while the last hearing was organized
in Assasuni Upazila headquarter of Satkhira District on 11 November 2009.

Average 700 to 1200 affected people participated in the each hearing.

1 - sl el

1 Gabura, Shyamnagar, Satkhira 8 Shapa, Mathbaria, Pirojpur

2 Iswaripur, Shyamnagar, Satkhira 9  Fakirghat, Taltoli, Barguna

3 Potkakhali, Barguna 10 College Math, Kalapara, Patuakhali

4 Boyar Char, Hatia, Noakhall 11 Cox’s Bazaar Sadar, Cox’s Bazaar

5 Uttar Bedkashi, Koyra, Khulna 12 Char Nangolia, Hatia, Noakhali

6 Padmapukur, Shyamnagar, Satkhira 13 Assasuni Sadar, Satkhira

7  Madinabad, Koyra, Khulna 14 Shaheed Hadis Park, }_<_l_1_u_lna |
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Average 5-7 person severely affected by adverse impacts of climate change
expressed their sufferings in the hearing. A 5-member Hearing Panel declared
the recommendations based on the speech of Testimony Givers.

The hearings started with three major demands: reducing Carbon emission,
compensating climate victims and excluding World Bank from Climate Change
related funds. However, the local victims spoke loudly about both of the
global warming and other ecological problems. The Hearing Panel members
also made their recommendations from local, national and international
perspective. Through the process, the demands became as peoples demand
from the grassroots level.

Members of Cdastal Campaign Group under Campaign for Sustainable Rural
Livelihoods (CSRL) organized these hearings.

1. ' Gdbura is like an island. It is the most southern settlement
21 February 2009 - of Southwest Coastal Bangladesh. Increased salinity

intrusion, agricultural damage, water scarcity and |
Ga bU ra | frequent tiger attack is daily hazard of the inhabitants. The
Shyamnagar, Satkhira - name of Gabura is widely discussed as become almost
Organisation: IDF barren land after cyclone Aila.

‘ _the embankments had collapsed three times within last two years. ...The
high tide raised in significant rate. ...we have no drinking water due to salinity.
Shrimp farm owners used the situation and damaged agriculture by farming
shrimp ‘in saline water. ...the Sundarbans resources degraded and tigers are
entering in our villages, killing us. ..we want to survive. We demand
compensation from those who are responsible for weather change...

2. Iswaripur was the capital city of Independent king

20 April 2009 " Pratapaditya in Mughal period. Now the area is highly
. affected by salinity. The cultivable lands are submerged

Ba ngSh Ipur every year by over-flowed high tide. Farmers are

Shyamnagar, Satkhira pauperised by extreme salinity, brackish water shrimp

Organisation : IDF farming and unplanned embankments.

“... A plenty of fish, fruits and crops in our childhood. Nothing remains now. ...
Salinity increased in water. Saline of high tide flooded all of our lands. Owner
of shrimp farms introduced saline water in cultivable land. No rice grows due
to extreme salinity. ... We are now working in the Shrimp farm after loosing
our traditional livelihoods. | cannot feed my family when they are starving.
They should be tried who are liable for change of weather pattern, along with
the shrimp farm owners...”

12 | Climate Change: Voice of the Victimes from Bangladesh Coast



3. People have been settled in Boyar Char, like many river

27 April 2009 strips of Noakhali, after loosing their houses and lands by

increased riverbank erosion. Most of the inhabitants are
B OVa I Ch a I fisher. But this shelter is similarly unsafe like other strips.
Hatia, Noakhali Frequent natural disaster and widespread riverbank
Organisation : PRAN erosion are coming closer to hit them...

“ we had sufficient cultivable lands. My father has a departmental shop in

the market. We had lost all in the riverbank erosion. ...One night, | had lost my
brother and sisters in a storm surge. ...at last, | resettled in this river strip. |
have been living here since 15 years with my four children and wife, but the
government has not allocated any land. Fishing is about to close for frequent
cautionary signal of weather. My family members are starving. ....Sometimes, |
wish to commit to suicide. This settlement is also to be grabbed by the river.
Where will we go then? ...How will | get back my brother and sister...?"

4. Barguna is situated by the Bay of Bengal. Thousands of
29 April 2009 Fishermen live in this coastal district. They collect a large

4 portion of seafood of the country. But climate change
POt ka kh d I | worsened the situation. Frequent depression and cyclone
Barguna Sadar, Barguna cost lives, boats, nets and other livelihood tools, and the
Organisation: Jago Nari fisher folk are becoming climate refugee.

“_.. On a Sunday morning, he started to the sea with his fellows. | will come back
on next Sunday and go to buy clothes of Eid festival for the children and you,
honey’, he said. He committed me to admit our elder child to school. ...The
weather started roughing from Wednesday. | prayed to the Allah. The cyclone hit
us on Thursday, my heart sounded. ... next Sunday was over. After Monday,
everyone came back except him. ...Now where will we go? How my children will

go to school? How will we survive...?

5. Uttar Bedkashi Union is situated by the Sundarbans. Most of

30 April 2009 the people of the area are farmer, forest people or indigenous

. Munda. Due to forest degradation, forest people’s livelihood
U ttar Bed ka S h | wentin risk. Agricultural sector damaged by brackish water

Koyra, Khulna shrimp farming. Collapsing embankments and water scarcity
Organisation: Humanitywatch are other emerging problems.

“ 1 had never seen such type of high tide in my life! We were fasting that day. ...
We were just to get food in evening, suddenly the embankment collapsed and our
house flooded. We could not take food, late alone took anything with us. ...Now,
you may see a canal where my house was situated. ..We reconstruct the
embankment five times but it collapsed again. We are now in a schoolhouse with
no cookeries, no household tools. We have no house now, what will be happened
to my children? Our land is under saline water, what will we do? If the
embankment will not be repaired with better technology, this area will sink...”
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6. Padmapukur is another vulnerable Union situated by

14 August 2009 Gabura. Most of the people are traditionally farmer. But
they became labour of shrimp farm. Frequent natural

Pa d mad p U ku I disaster, extreme salinity, brackish water shrimp farming,

Shyamnagar, Satkhira raised high tide distressed the people. Even on the day of

Organisation: IDF Hearing, the Union was under saline water.

“...the wind speed increased at evening. We fixed supporting poles with the
house. In the mean time, embankment collapsed and water overflowed in the
locality. We started praying. ...Suddenly the cross beam cracked down on my
father’s head. ...We carried him on the road. There were no vehicles. ...rolling
in the river ...my father died without any treatment before our eyes. ...what is
the cost of my father’s life? | do not demand compensation, | demand try of
the liable persons...? o

7. Kapotaxi College Ground is still under 6 feet water,

21 August 2009 extreme saline. The embankments were collapsed by
storm surge of cyclone AILA on 25 May 2009. The

KOV ra embankments are yet to be reconstructed. At least 20

Koyra, Khulna thousand people became Climate Refugee and thousands

Organisation: Humanitywatch of people are living huts on the highway.

“The vegetables of my childhood were abolished. ... No rice can grow in this
extreme salinity. ...my husband was a farmer, now he is a l[abour in the shrimp
farm. We lost all and now live on state owned land in the riverbed. Our house
broke down by cyclone SIDR in 2007. We have lost all again by AlLA. ... | was
senseless and floating on the flooded water. Some farmers rescued me. ...|
demand for try of them who are responsible for these cyclones. | want back
my childhood times...!”

8. ~ Mathbaria is the most southern Upazila of Pirojpur. It is
30 August 2009 - situated by the Bay of Bengal and often subjected to

cyclone and storm:surge. The area is famous for high
BOfO M dSud agricultural production. But increasing salinity creates
Mathbaria, Pirojpur vulnerability. Sea going fishermen are also in risk due to
Organisation: PGUS _frequent cautionary signal of weather.

=

“Freshwater from upstream has decreased. The amount of fish in esturine
decreased due to shortage of freshwater. Now we have to go to the deep sea
running our boat for 3-4 day. ... When we just casted the net, radio announced
cautionary signal. We had to draw the net again and back to home. ... Several
times, | rescued from death. ... | took 80-90 thousand taka per trip from
usurious moneylenders. | have sold my land properties to repay the loan. ...
Now, no shopkeepers give me comodities on credit. Now, | have nothing.
Where will | go with my family...?
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9. Mainly the sea going fishermen live in this region. The Bay

2 September 2009 of Bengal is within half kilometre. The high waves of the

a sea often overflowed on the settlement. The fishermen are
F d kl I G h at affected by several problems. Numerous sea strips added
Taltoli, Barguna with the depression and storm. As a result, death of the
Organisation: Jago Nari fishermen increased at an alarming rate!

“Since last 26 years | have been involved with fishing. ... There are numerous
sea strip have been seen in last 10 years. ... When radio announced cautionary
signal, the fishermen try to come back home fast, and crashed on sinked strip.
... the hooligans loot all. ...A day all jumped in the sea except me. At last, |
jumped. ... After four days, Indian Nave rescued me about to die. | have lost
my boat and net four times and | have nothing now, no land... no tools. How
will we survive? ... We must be compensated...!

10. Mahipur, neibouring growth centre of Kalapara is one of
5 September 2009 ‘the biggest seafood centres of Bangladesh. Thousands of

fishermen live in this area. Recently these fishermen
Kala pa ra families’ life and livelihoods have become vulnerable due
Kalapara, Patuakhali to depression and sea storm. The areas are often
Organisation: Jago Nari submerged under raised high tide.

“...My husband was died in the sea. | could not see even his deadbody. ...
When my son wanted to go to sea, | opposed. But he did not care my
suggestion. ...He was comitted to come back on next Monday. But he did not
come back still now. ...I have asked several pesons but none can say where my
sonis!...lam 62 now and | have none except my son. Who will bear my cost of
daily life? ...How many days will a relative feed me? ...The rich countries are
responsible for this weather change. | demand compensation to them...!

11. Cox’s Bazaar is not only the largest seabeach of the world but
5 October 2009 also a centre of seafood. The seabeach, Game Researve of

’ Teknaf and Saint Martin’s Coral Island has already enlisted as
CO)( S Baz ddr Ecologically Critical Area due to several problems including
Cox’s Bazaar Sadar Climate Change. Thousands of fishermen go to see everyday
Organisation: Prottoy and some of them never come back.

“The weather changes gradually but now it is changing very fast. ... We saw a
cyclone in every 5-7 years but it is happening every year. The seedlings of paddy
damaged for lack of timely raining this year. Then the saplings damaged by heavy
raining in the late. We are living at the bottom of hill. ... Due to heavy rain our
houses drawned under hill sliding. We, the poor people, always victimized for
environmental degradation. How will we survive in this situation? We should be
live in better situation. The embankments should be raised; the hills should be
protected. We have to be compensated from the developed countries...!

Climate Change: Voice of the Victims from Bangladesh Coast | 15



17 Char Nangolia is one of the hundreds river strip of
; . Noakhali. Most of the inhabitants are farmer or fishermen.
7 October 2009 This people are yet to be enlisted in any population census.

Ch ar N an gol ia There is no safe water source or schools in the locality.
Increased number of cyclones and storm surges wash out

their dreams. There is no communication with District or
Upazila after AlILA. |

Hatia, Noakhali
Organisation: PRAN

“... | had to change my houses four times due to riverbank erosion. At last, |
have taken shelter here. ... Salinity in river water and tube well is increasing.
There is no public pond for collecting fresh water. ...We excavated a pond,
which has flooded in cyclone AILA. ...There Is no cycloﬁe shelter here but
cyclones are increasing. The autionary often declares cautionary signals; none
thinks where we will go during disasters. Ministers and MPs visit USA, India
etc. but they do not visit our localities. ... We cannot assump what will happen
to us if a cyclone like SIDR hit us...!”

Assasuni is an area suffered by crisis of fresh drinking water

13. for a long. Ground water of the area is affected by salinity.
11 November 2009 community ponds were salinated as overflowed by storm
Assasuni surge of cyclone AILA. Now, the people, especiall women are

bound to collect water from 4-6 kilometre distances. Most of

the working time wastes in water collection. Villages of
Assasuni seem to be a barren land after salination.

Assasuni, Satkhira
Organisation: Uttaran

T

“ .. We had a reserve pond from where the community people collected their
drinking water. Salinity increased gradually and none can taste the brackish
water of that pond. There is no fresh water source left in our area. ... We have
to walk five kilometres for a pitcher of water. We stand on que in very early in
the morning. None give a loan of drinking water; we have to repay the lend
water first, then to our children. We cannot give water to the children even
when the cry for it. ... We transport water across the shrimp farm using plastic
bags. If the plastic bags cracked, our labour of whole day becomes fruitless.
They who are liable for changed weather are also liable for our water scarcity.
They have to stop harming; they are responsible to do it...”

16 | Climate Change: Voice of the Victimes from Bangladesh Coast
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